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Egypt to make entry 
difficult for Israelis — press . 

CAIRO lAP) — Egypt will make it more difficult for 
Israelis to ent^ the coumpr in the latest show of anger 
over the policies of Israeli piime minister, a oewsp^)er 
reported Riday. The Egyjman embassy in Tel Aviv was 
inscructsd not to grant visas to Israelis without prior 
approval from Cairo, Al Abram Ai Arabi said, quoting a 
report by the foreign minisny. ‘This will be applied to all 
Israelis, whedier diey are officials or tourists," the news- 
paper said. Foreign rainisny officials were not imraedi- 
aiely available for comment Friday. The newspaper said 
the instructions were part of “a new strategy for dealin" 
with Netanyahu’s govemmenL” Egypt became the firS 
Arab country to sign a treaty with Israel in 1979 but the 
peace has remained cooL Neither tourism nor trade has 
flourished, and relations are typically tense. 



lUrkey prepares to lift death sentence 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey is preparing lo lift capi- 
tal punishment from its penal code, the state-run Ana- 
tolia News Agency said Friday, quoting a bill pre- 
pared by the justice ministry. Under the bill that 
should be finalised by the government and approved 
by parliament before taking effecu death sentences 
will be converted to life terms in prison, the agency 
said. Prime Minister Mesui \ilmaz has pledged to 
improve Turkey's human rights record after taking 
office in late June. Although Turkey still keeps flie 
death sentence in its penal code, no convict has been 
executed since 1 984. 
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Hamas says its political leader 
in ‘critical condition,’ claims 
Mossad assassination attempt 



Khaled Misha'al, head of the Hamas politbuio, is 
carried on a stretcher to an ambulance from the 
Islamic Hospital to the King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre in Amman Thursday. Hamas accused Israel of 
tzy^ to assassinate its political leader in Amman 
on Thursday (Reuters photo) 


By TareqAyyoab 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The head of the 
political bureau of the Islam- 
ic Resistaixre Movement, 
Hamas, Khaled Misha' al, 
who is being hospitalised at 
the King Hussein Medical 
Centre (KHMC) is in critical 
condition, Hamas said in a 
press release Friday. 

Mr. Misha* al was admin-ftH 
ai the KHMC on Thursday 
after he sustained injuries to 
the head, according to a gov- 
ernment statement, follow- 
ing a fist fight with two 
Canadian tourists. 

Hamas, however, in its 
statement claimed that Mr. 
Misha'ai had undeigone an 
assassination attempt by 
Israeli secret service agents 
and that “medical sources” 
said he is “experiencing seri- 
ous pains in his respiranvy 
system resulting from a mal- 
ftinction of the nervous sys- 
tem.” 

The statement also said 
tiia die condition of Mr. 
Misha'ai was deteriorating 
after transferring him from 
the Islamic Hospital to the 
KHMC. 

Mr. Misha'ai “suffers ftom 
serious Iweailung problems 
afEer his head was hit by rays 
from a device ibe Mossad 
agents used inTbe a^sina- 
tion atterrqK,” the mo-page 
statement clmroed. 

It added that doctors fear 
that the “rays may have 
caused dam£^e to some parts 
of his brain." 

The Hamas statement 
called upon Jordanian securi- 
ty to "reveal the results of 


their investigation and 
declare those who stand 
behind it” 

Aii Hawamdeh, the direc- 
tor of the Islamic Ho^taL 
said that the Hamas leader 
was suffering ftom “continu- 
ous vomiting, di77iness and 
imbalance, ^jparentiy 
caused by the instrument 
used against him in the 
attack." 

*^e think that the strange 
object used against Mr. 
Mbha'al was aimed ai 
putt^ him in coma in order 
to kidn^ turn or maybe kill 
him. But foiTunately, the 
object was far ftom his 
h^d,” Dr. Hawanvleh said. 

Hamas politbuio member. 
Musa Abu Maizouk. told 
Jordan Times Friday evening 
that Mr. Misha'ai is still suf- 
fering ftom ‘T)ioathing prob- 
lems." 

Mr. Abu Maizouk said that 
“contacts wore made with 
Prime Minister [Abdul 
Salam Majalj] and security 
agencies to sp^ up investi- 
gation.” 

“They pronoi^ that all 
necessary investigations will 
be made to unveil those who 
are behind the attack.” he 
said, declining to name the 
channel they used in their 
contacts Jordanian 

authorities. 

He said thatTCHMC doc- 
tors will remove the oxygen 
mask on Saturday to check 
whether he is able to breath 
normally or not. 

He said that Mr. Misha'ai 
was sent to KHMC upon 
“orders" from ffis Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Di^ior of KHMC Major- 


General Adel Sbreideh 
declined to comment on the 
condition of Mr. Mi.dia‘al. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutaw told the Jordan 
Tunes on Friday that the two 
C^dians were not in deten- 
tion but “in hospital for treat- 
ment for injuries they sus- 
tained during the scuffle." 

E>r. Mutawi denied that a 


“strange object was used in 
the scuffle” and added that 
the only thing the police 
found during their search of 
the Canadians car was a 
“walleL” 

On Thursday the minister 
ruled out that Mr. Misha'ai 
faced an “assassination 
attempL** 

(Continued on page 7) 


234 feared dead in 
Indonesia’s worst 
airplane disaster 


Turkish army kills 44 
Kurdish rebels in 
northern Iraq incursion 


JAKARTA fR) — An 
Indonesian Aifous passenger 
jet crashed on Friday in 
northern Sumatia, an area hit 
1^' smog from bush fines, and 
stale television said all 234 
passengers and crew were 
killed. 

One resident in Medan told 
Reuters that the city w'as 
shrouded in a thick haze from 
forest fires in the region, 
although officials said the air- 
pon was c^n at the time. 

The plane crashed into a 
deep ravine in a mountainous 
area about 45 km south of the 
city', and a rescue official said 
it burned on impacL 

.Airport sources said flight 
GA-152 from Jakarta to 
Medan, operated by an airbus 
A-300-B4 aircraft, lost con- 
tact with the Medan control 
iow'er at about 1..^0 p.m., 
about 15 minutes before it 
was scheduled to land. 

A Goruda spokesman said 
222 passengers, 10 cabin 
crew and the pilot and co- 
pilot were on boani. Earlier 
reports had put the total num- 
hv on board at 221 or 232. 

Indonesia's pre^’ioas worst 
air disaster was in 1992. 
when on air force Hercules 
C-130 crashed into a Jakarta 
suburb, killing 1 36 people. 

Police said the plane went 
down near die \illuge of 
Buab Ndxir m the Sibolangil 
district south of .Medan, in 
the midst of a mountain 
range which cuts dowm the 
centre of Sumatra Island. 

'‘We are afraid there are no 
simivois,” one official said. 

.Airport sources placed the 
crash site some 45 km south 
of Medan, a major commodi- 


ties and trading centre. 

District officials said rescue 
teams were beaded for the 
crash site. 

Among the passengers 
were cw'o U.S. and six Japan- 
ese nationals, the Antara 
News Agency said. One of 
Indonesia's leading business- 
men. Polar Yanto Tanoto, 
was also cm board. 

Mr. Tanoto. the dinsaor of 
Pulp and Rayon Company 
PT Inti Indorayon Utama 
InruJk. was flying back to 
his head office in Medan, a 
company spokesman smd. 

Other passengers included 
a two-member camera crew 
for the local SCTV television 
station w’ho were flying to 
Medan to cover the chol^g 
haze w'hich has surrounded 
the regicm, Gamda officials 
said. 

Bush fires across Sumatra 
Island and Kalimantan have 
sent a choking, health-threat- 
ening haze across neighbour- 
ing Singapore, Malaysia and 
Brunei. The smoke has also 
drifted as far as the southern 
Philippines and parts ofThai- 
land including the resort area 
ofPhukeL 

Indonesia, spread along the 
equator and comprising 
about 17.500 islands, relies 
hea\ily on air transport 
although international 
experts are often criticai of 
the standard of tnuning and 
maintenance practices in its 
av iation sector. 

In July, a Fokker F-27 oper- 
ated by Sempati Air crashed 
soon ^er lake-off from the 
west Java city of Bandung, 
killing .i0 people. 


DIYARBAKD^ Turkey 
(AFP) — Tinidsh troops and 
their Iraqi Kurdish allies hav'e 
killed at least 44 separatist 
Turicish Kurds io four days of 
fighting io northern Iraq fol- 
lowing an army incursion, 
mDitaiy officials said Friday. 

“Fofty-four PKK (Kurdish 
Labour Pai^) terrorists have 
been killed mainiy'in the Zab 
area,” some 30 kilometres 
south of die Turkish border, 
an official told the state-run 
Anatolian news agency. 

Turkish troops and allied 
fighters fiom Iraq's Kurdis- 
tan Democratic I^rty (KDP) 
also inflicted heavy losses on 
the PKK further to the east 
and near the Iranian border, 
another military official told 
the agency. Cakialty figures 
were not available in thai 
fighting. 

Tinidsh marines entering 
Iraq and the KDP are encir- 
cling the PKK rebels from 
the separatist PKK in Diana 
and Baizan near the Iranian 
bolder, the second official 
said. 'The KDP is suj^xirted 
by Tuiidsh aitiUeiy fire 
a gain st the PKK. be added. 

The officials made no men- 
tion of Turkish losses. 

Turkish F-16 and F-4 war- 
planes taking off from aiibas- 
es in Diyaitekir and Malatya 
in southeast Tuikey also 
bombed 10 PKK camps 
inside northern Iraq Friday. 
Anatolian said. 

Up to 20,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by around 1 00 
tanks and amioiDed %’ehicles, 
have poured into northern 
Iraq since Tuesday in an 
effort to wipe out PKK bases. 

The PKK also confirmed 
the fighting reports. 

"There are clashes in 


Hatki, Baizan and Khaf- 
tanin,” the PKK’s aimed 
wing said in a statement car- 
ried by the pro-PKK televi- 
sion station MED-TV broad- 
casting from Europe via 
satellite. 

The PKK accused the KDP 
of Massoud Baizani of takiog 
sides with Tuikey and 
“betraying the Kurdish 
cause." 

But a Baizani aide in 
Ankara defended his group's 
stance, saying the KDP's 
interests conveiged with 
those of Tuikey in expelling 
the PKK from the region. 

“We have not invited the 
Turkish army, but we are not 
sad about the anny hitting tiie 
PKK," Faiq Nerweyi, an 
Ankara-based KDP official, 
told AFP. 

“Ifs in the interest of 
Turkey to hit the PKK and 
it's in our interest to evict tiie 
PKK from our land. Our 
interests converge on tiiat 
point,” Mr. Nerweyi said. 

The Turkish incursion fol- 
lowed heavy fighting 
between the PKK and the 
KDP, which has been allied 
with Ankara since the latest 
Turkish military campaign in 
northern Iraq in May. Mr. 
Nerweyi said the Pldc had 
killed more than 250 KDP 
fighters and supporters in 
attacks against Barzani's 
group in (he last two months. 

In leialiation for the Tuik- 
ish military campaign in 
northern Iraq, PKK rebels 
attacked the southeastern 
Turidsh town of Hakkari near 


(Contuined on page 7) 


Government suspends six more weekly 
newspapers for violating temporary law 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The ^em- 
ment suspended an additional 
six weeMy newspapers over 
the weekend, bringing to 13 
the total dS uewspapers sus- 
pended for violations of new 
amendments to die 1993 
Press and Publications Law. 

Ten weeklies have respond- 
ed witii an expression of their 
intention over the weekend to 
sue the government, and, 
according to Al BDad Duef 
Editor Bassem Sakijjah, die 
newspapers will continue 
today to gamer the support of 
the last ^iiee to participate in 
the suit. 

The weddy newspapers 
will be seeking dam^es for 
loss of revenue they expect to 
incur over the coming three 
months, particularly during 
the upcoming elections cam- 
paign. wdiicb will commence 
in mid-October. 

Meaowiiile, the 12 opposi- 
tion parties Friday denotmced 
the goveniment action and 
said they are exploring ways 
to counter 1 l The patties said 
they will meet writh newspa- 
per editors this week to coor- 
dinate action. 

The su^nsion of the 
weeklies is effective as of 
SepL 23 ftr three mcuitiis. If 


the newspapers fail by that 
time to rectify their situa- 
tions, amendments to the 
press law enacted in May as 
temporary legislation, aUow 
the government to' revoke 
theirhcences. 

Last week, the government 
issued notifications to 13 
weekly new^xqsers ordering 
them to suspend publication 
after a review of their finan- 
cial status by the Department 
of Press and Pubh'cations at 
the Minisny of Information 
found diat they had failed to 
comply with /^cle 24 of the 
Press and Publications Law. 
The article stipulates that all 
weekly newspapers are 
required to raise their regis- 
ter^ capital to JD 300.000 
by Auguk IS. 

The weeklies have insisted 
that they have adjusted 
accordin^y, and in August, 
Ministry Trade and Indus- 
try officials said that most 
pliers had provided docu- 
mentation regarding regis- 
tered capita] in acconkmce 
with the (Companies Law. 

The council of the Jordan 
Press Association, vdiose 
subscribers hail largely from 
the weekly uew^iapers. 
failed to convene on Thurs- 
day to discuss die weeklies' 
pr^cament, but JPA Presi- 
dent Seif Sherif said that the 


council would try to meet dus 
morning. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Mr. Sherif said 
that the JPA was encouraging 
the weekly newspapers to 
exercise their legal ri^ts. but 
said that the JPA would not 
be able to provide financial 
assistance for the weeklies' 
legal effort 

“We cannot afford to do 
such a diing.” he said. “Each 
[of the diineen] case[s] is dif- 
ferent from the oth^, and 
dierefbre, we can't inteifere 
in each single case. We will 
be suppoitiog them in mak- 
ing c(Mitacts with the appro- 
priate officials.” 

Mr. Sherif said that the JPA 
council will be seeking a 
meeting with either Prune 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
or Minister of State for In^- 
mation Affairs Samir Mutawi 
for further explanation of the 
government's decision, 
which Mr. Sherif said "was 
not very clear as to the rea- 
sons of suspension." 

The brief notifications sent 
GO papers last week indicated 
only that the p^rs were in 
violation of the article dictat- 
ing the capital requirement 
aldiough Dr. Mutawi last 
week said that die committee 
responsible for reviewing the 
p^rs* financial status 


“found many financial and 
other legal violaticMis and that 
some newsp^iers presented 
inaccurate documentation 
which the committee is... 
examining and may refer to 
the courts." 

The suspended papers are: 
Al Majd, Al ^^thaq, Al 
Hadath, Sawt Ai Mara’a, Al 
Sayad, Al Bilad, Hawodeth 
Al Sa'a. Al Urdun. Tareeq Al 
Mustaqb^, Fares, Al Najem 
Al Arabi, Al Umnia and Al 
Hadaf. 

This summer, five nevv^pa- 
pers — Al Majd, A] Had^ 
Al Bilad, Al Sabeel and Sawt 
Al Mara'a — filed a case to 
the Higher Court of Justice 
againsTthe amendment to the 
new law. In their petition, 
they asserted tl^ the govem- 
nient enacted the law 
“unconstitutionally,” and.that 
the government, in enforcing 
the new amendments against 
existing papers, had recanted 
the weekly press' acquired 
rights. The government last 
w'eek responded to the com- 
plaint by asking the court to 
reject the case. 

In their statement Friday, 
opposition parties said that 
they wilJ bold a protest in 
support of the weeklies 
We^esday at the Profession- 
al Association's Complex io 
Shmeisani. 


Israel dismisses criticism of settlement; 
PNA continues crackdown on Hamas 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAEL FRIDAY dismissed 
sharp U.S. criticism of its pdans 
to expand a Jewish settlement 
in the West Bank ^bead of vital 
face-to-face talks with the 
Palestiruans brokered 1^ the 
U.S. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
Natimal Autiiority (PNA) 
continued a crackdown against 
the Islamic militant group 
Hamas, a central U.S. and 
Israeli condition fcx* moving 
the peace pmicess forward. 

‘There's no need to make 
such a sensation.” Isrash For- 
eign Minister David Levy said, 
dismissing criticism by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton that the 
plans to buiid 300 new homes 
in a West Bank settlement 
were “unbelpfuL'* 

The plantii^ building in the 
settlement of Eftat, south of 
Bethlehem, "is in no way 
against the commitments made 
by the government ivith the 
United States," Mr. Levy cold 
Israel Radio from New York. 

The dispute over the s^tle- 
mem building comes before a 
planned meeting Monday in 
New Ywk between Mr. Levy 
and top Rilestinian official 


Mahmoud Abbas in direct 
talks cobbled together by the 
U.S. in a bid to end more than 
six montbs of deadlock in the 
peace process. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 

announced the Efrat construc- 
tion Wednesday in what was 
seen as a snub to U.S. Secre- 
tary of Stale Madeleine 
Albright, vdio had called on 
Israel earlier this month to talce 
“time-our from settlement 
eiqiansion to allow peace 
efforts to take bold. 

Ms. Allaigbt respcnded 
Thursday with a pointed caU 
on Ml Netanyahu to “honour 
that time-ouL I am calling 
across the board again for a 
time-out on actions that make 
it mote difficult to have suc- 
cessful negotiations.” 

On Friday, French President 
Jacques Qdrac uiged Israel not 
to provoke Palestinians by 
building new settlements on 
Arab land, u'aming that such 
actions were damaging the 
already flagging Middle East 
peace process. 

President Chirac told a news 
conference during a state visit 
to Moscow that he supported a 

(Continued on 7) 


Golan settlers plan to 
build 200 more units 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel vvil) 
autiioiise the construction of 
200 mere units in a Jewvh set- 
tiemeut on the Goian Heights 
if a drive to sell 60 units there 
next month is successful, a set- 
tler spokesman said Friday. 

The homes for sale are in the 
seuleraait of Katzoo. the 
largest latadi settlement on the 
Heights that have been occu- 
pied by Israel from Syria since 
the 1967 Mideast war. 

Katzrin plans to build a 
S6 million qxnts complex 
witii goveromeot help, and pri- 
vate investors are putting up 
SIO million for a meat pro- 
cessing plant In addition, a 
teachers' college for 350 stu- 
dons is to (^)ea soon, commu- 
nro' leaders said. 

"Wc want Katzzin to be big- 
ger and bigget The target Is 
portly pditicaL to be stronger 
in teoms of peopje,” said 
Dovik Beigd, secretary of the 
Katzrin muDicipalit>’. 

The continu^ d^elopment 
of Katzrin comes at a time 


when Lsrad is trying to resume 
peace negotiations whh Syria 
that have been suspended 
since Fetvuary 1996. Syria 
demands that Israd dedare 
ahead of n^otiations tiiat it is 
willing to give back all of ite 
Golan, a promise Israel h^ 
been unwilling &> make. 

Mr. Beigel said be hoped the 
numbte settlers in Katzrin 
would grow from 6,500 to 
25,(XX) in 10 >'ears. He said 30 
per cent of the town's residents 
are new. In all, about 17JXX) 
Israelis live on the Golan, 
along . with about 14^000 
Dntze-Arabs. 

In October. 60 apturroeots 
will go on sale in Katzon. said 
Shay Porai, a spokesman of 
the Katzrin re^o^ counciL 

“If the sale is good, die mio- 
istry of housing is prepared to 
authorise land for mere con- 
structors ID come aad built in 
Katzrin,” Ml Porat said. 
“We're talking now about 200 
new houses." 


Netanyahu clashes with security chiefs; Israeli 
army trains for all-out war with Palestinians 


Combioed agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
clashed with security chiefs 
over their assessment that 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat was willing to 
cooperate in the fight 
against tenor, the Haaretz 
newspaper i^orted Friday. 

“The prime minister 
refused to accept the unani- 
mous judgement of miliia^ 
intelligence and the Shin 
Bet security service that 
Mr. Arafat's cooperation 
was conditional on progress 
in the peace process,” the 
newspaper reported. 

It said the heated debate 
took place during a cabinet 
meeting last week to dis- 
cuss pending negotiations 
between l.^srael and the 


Palestinians on so-called 
final-status issues. 

Asked by Mr. Netanyahu 
if Mr. Arafat would never 
cooperate in the fight 
against terrorism, military 
intelligence deputy com- 
mander Amos Gilad 
replied; “I said he wouldn't 
cooperate as long as he 
dunks there is no diplomat- 
ic process and Israel is 
avoiding fulfilling its part 
of the agreements.” 

But Netanyahu said 
he did not accept the 
assessmenL 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
demanded that Mr. Arafat 
get tough with Hamas and 
other militant groups in 
areas under his control as a 
condition for continuing the 
peace process. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel arrests 15 Hamas 
members in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli army 
arrested 15 Palestinians 
ovemighL continuing a 
sweep which has netted 
more than 400 Palestinians 
suspected of links to 
Islamist groups, militarv' 
sources said Friday. 

The latest arrests took 
place In villages around 
the West Bank, particular- 
ly around the town of 
Hebron, in a bid “to paral- 
yse the Islamic Resistance 
Movement [Hamas] and 
prevent potential bqmb 
attacks,” tiie source.s said. 

The campaign of arrests 
was launched after two 


suicide bomb attacks in 
Jerusalem on July 30 and 
Sept. 4, W'hich killed 20 
Israel i.s and which were 
claimed by Hamas. 

Israel identified Tuesday 
four of the five suicide 
bombers and said they 
came from a village north 
of the West Bank town of 
Nablus. 

Since then the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
I.PNA) has also launched 
an offensive against the 
group, arresting 27 of its 
roembeis in Nriidus and several 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinians eye new calls for 


change in Arafat’s government 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
Members of Palestmian 
President Yasser Arafat's 
Fateh group may renew 
calk for him to change the 
Palestmian National 
Authority’s (.PNA) cabinet 
because of corruption 
charges, officials here said 
Friday. 

“There is a serious move- 
ment in Fateh which wants 
to examine a change in gov- 
ernment” said an official of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisauon (PLOj fac- 
tion. 

The official, who asked 
not to be identified, saidi 
members of Fateh on the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council (PLC) are to meet 
in Ramallah Saturday to 
discuss “several pressing 


issues, primarily this one 
[government change].” 

The 88-member council, 
where Fateh holds about 
two-thirds of the seats, 
issued a call last July for a 
complete change of the 
cabinet after an internal 
audit showed extensive cor- 
ruption and mismanage- 
ment In PNA ministries. 

After the call, most of the 
22-member cabinet offered 
to resign. Mr. Arafat has not 
yet ruled on the offers. 

Since then, the issue bas 
moved to the back burner as 
the crisis in the peace 
process with Israel grew, 
and the council went into 
recess until earlier this 
month. 

Fateh delegates are to 
debate Satui^y whether 


the time is right to bring the 
issue back onto the agenda. 

“There are two trends 
among Fateh delegates. 
One wants to delay consid- 
eration of the internal situa- 
tion due to the political cir- 
cumstances [in the peace 
process],” said PLC mem- 
ber Yasser Amr. 

'The other feels that pre- 
cisely because of the politi- 
cal situation, the internal 
situation must be dealt with 
and strengthened,” he said. 

The strengthening of our 
internal front has deep sup- 
port in the Palestinian pub- 
lic; it is one of their 
demands. Even if Satur- 
day's meeting decides to 
delay consideration, it will 
only be for a short time,” he 
said 


But he cautioned ±at 
debate on a government 
shake up ‘*must not be 
rushed. Changes must be 
made in the PNA's various 
agencies so that any shake 
up is not just a change in 
faces." 

PLC member Marwan 
Baighouti, also the top 
Fateh official in the West 
Bank, said a government 
change must go deeper, to 
correct what be called an 
“unhealthy relationship 
between the [Palestinian 
National] Authority and the 
council.” 

He pointed to the Gaza- 
based PNA’s lack of 
accountability to the 
Ramallah-ba^ PLC, not- 
ing “the failure of the 
authority to sign laws 


passed by the council and to 
put ^vcminent reports 
ihrou^ the council'' for 
debate. 

The calls govenunent 
change came af^ an inter- 
nal audit the PNA pu^ 
Ushed in May which said 
the ministries had misman- 
aged some $326 million in 
^ds. 

PLC inv^gatiODS into 
the repttt fingered three of 
(he PNA's mtnigtar c in par- 
ticular for abuse of their 
positions and corruptioo. 

The debate, triggered by 
the cabinet resignadoD, was 
unpre^dented and struck a 
chord wtdi the Palestinian 
public. A poll issued 
Wednesday said 64.9 per 
cent of Palestinians believe 
the PNA is crmupt. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Havel criticises Israel over settiemeat 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Gently criticising Israel, visiting Czech 
President N^lav Havel suggested Ibinsday that it might be 
unwise to expand Jewish settlements at this time. Me Havel 
spoke a day alter Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's 
announcement that constiuctioo in Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip would continue, and that 300 more 
units would be built in die settlement of EfraL Asked about 
settiemeat construction. Mr. Havel said: T think in the current 
situation any kind of building should be reflected on against 
die background of teali^.'' Me. Havel said that in the quest to 
achieve lasting peace, both parties must be willing to “give up 
on sotnediing.” 


Lebanon rejects Israel’s 
conditional pullout offer 


Aideed’s faction claims victory 


MCXJAOJSHU (AFP) — The Somali faction beaded by soitfa 
Mogadishu strongman Hussein Mohammad Aldeed saad on 
Friday that it bad defeated a rival group after two days of 
fierce fitting in the town ofBoidoa.Al least 14 people were 
frilled and 17 other wounded during the clashes which pined 
Mr. Aideed's fighters against the Rabenwein Resistance 
Army (RRA) in Baidoa, 250 kilomettes west of Mogadishu, 
00 Wednesday and Thursday. Abikar Qali. spokesman for Me 
Aideed’s “tranritional govemmenf' in south Mogadishu said 
Mj: Aideed's militia forced the RRA fighters out of Baidoa. 
'infUcting heavy casualties on tiiem. Me Aideed's United 
Somali Congiess/Somali National AUiaoce (USC/SNA) 
“government'' is reported m have sent 18 battle 'Wagons to 
Baidoa on Thursday to reinforce militiatneri stationed there. 


Egypt to compensate fanners for losses 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
Thuisday rejected Israel’s 
proposal for a troop with- 
drawal feom Lebanon, saying 
Israel's preconditions would 
make his country ^'responsi- 
ble for every security inci- 
dent inside Israel.” 

Lebanon has called repeat- 
edly on Israel to withdraw its 
soldiers unconditionally 
from soutiiem Lebanon, and 
has rejected Israd's demand 
that it crack down on Hizbol- 
lah before any such with- 
drawal. 

Earlier this mondi, Israeli 
Prime Minisrer B^yamin 
Netanyahu offered m vriih- 
draw soldiers from southern 
Lebanon on cotulition that 
the Lebanese blocked 
amurks against Israel. 

Such an agreement would 
make Lebanon "responsible 
for every security inddent 


inside Israel,” Mr. Hariri told 
Future Televisioa in a 
lengthy interview diat began 
late Wednesday night and 
stretched into e^y Thursday. 

Israel has occupied a “self- 
declared” security zone in 
south Lebanon since 1985. 
The estimated 1,500 Israeli 
soldiers and 2^00 allied 
Lebanese militiamen 

patrolling die enclave — 10 
per cent of Lebanon’s territo- 
ty — have become bogged 
down in a war of amition 
spearheaded by Hizbollah.. 

On Thursday, the fightos 
fired rockets and mortar 
shelis at an outpost of an 
Israeli-allied militia in south- 
ern Lebimon WUage of Beit 
Yahoun, woun^g two miii- 
tiamea and a civilian woman, 
Lebanese security . officials 
said. 

HizboUah, or Pai^ of God 
claimed re^nsibility for the 


alcick. 

A Ffizbc^lah spokesman in 
die soDtbem port city of 
Sidon said ibe guerrillas also 
fired rockets and mortars at 
an armoured Israeli patrol in 
Beit Yahoun but no casualties 
were reported. 

Also Thursday, outposts 
manned by the pro-Israeli 
militia came undtf rocket 
and mortar attacks near the 
viH^ of Baraachit and in an 
area is Iqiim A1 Thfiab fac- 
ing the occujried zone. No 
casualties were reported and 
there was oo claim of respon- 
sibility. It Is widely believed 
tftar Syria, which mamtains 
40.CXX} sddiers in Lebanon, 
wants to keep Israel 
embroiled in Lebaxxm to 
{xessure Israel to rerum the 
Golan Heists to Syria. 
Israel seized the strategic 
plateau in the 1967 Middle 
East wan 



PRAYING IN THE STREET; Palestiiiiaos pray in the streets for Friday noon 
prayers ontside the mosque in Dura, dose to the West Bank town of Hebron. Ismli 
security forces dosed the Dura mosque on September 22 for its alleged dose ties 
with the fdndameatalist Hamas movement. Israel Radio reported Friday that Israeli 
troops this week trained for a possible aO-ont war with the Palestinians induding the 
possibility of RLO filters stonnii^ Jewish settlements (Reuters photo) 


Iraq warns it may stop pumping 
oil for lack of pipeline spare parts 


CAIRO (AP) — The govemmenr has allotted $4 million to 
compensate foimers whose sugar cane fields were destroyed 
by securiQ' forces trying to deny Muslim mUltants hideouts, a 
government official said Thursday. Mifitiuits in southern 
Egypt have often fled to sugar cane fields alter carrying out 
attacks. The compensatiou would cover damage to 239 acres 
of si^ar cane in the towns of Mellawi, Abu (jurqas and Delr 
Mawas In southern Minya piorince, Egypt’s NGddle East 
News Agency quoted Mustafe Abdul Qadec. the governor of 
Minya, as s^ing. It was not clear how many farmers would 
receive compensation or if the government plans payments to 
other farmers. 




Lebanese premier seeks Syrian 
help to resolve political crisis 

RkIKT it I APl Primp Min- Snfir Thitrsflnv that th« i-hann^l PiihTna tn «»TnIaTn 


43% of Israriis believe things can get worse 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israelis head into the Jewish new year 
next week in a pessimistic mood, with 43 per cent of them 
convinced that things can only worse, according to an 
opinion poll published Thursday. Only 30 per cent of those 
questioned for the survey published in the Maariv newsp(q)er 
believe that life for Israelis wiD improve in die year 5758, 
which begins Thursday. T\venty per cent said things would 
remain the same and the rest had no opinion. Maariv said this 
year's poll ^owed a ''significant'' rise in pessimism in virtu- 
ally all domains. 


BEIRUT (AP) — IMme Min- 
ister Rafik Hariri flew Thurs- 
day to Syria, die main power- 
broker in Lebanon, amid a 
governmental crisis caused 
by the cabinet’s rejectitKi of 
bis lecoosauction plan. 

The cabinet voted 13-11 
Wednesday to reject Hariri's 
plan to increase prices and 
sales taxes to raise SI billion 
for fimding rural develop- 
ment and for resettling per- 
sons displaced during 
Lebanon’s 1975^90 civil war. 

The cabinet's rebuff was the 
biggest setback in Mr. Hariri's 
five-year-old career. 

The left wing newspaper A1 


Safir said Thursday that the 
cabinet vote was a “political 
defeat., that threatens to 
explode at any momeoL” 

Several leading cabinet 
ministers, notably diose allied 
to Hariri's main rival, pailia- 
mentaiy i^peaker Nabih Beni, 
opposed the hikes in the plan. 

Labour cbreaieaed to 

call a national strike if, as 
envisaged, gasoline went up 
50 per cent and a five per cent 
salK tax was icopc^ on 
eveiything except food and 
medicines. 

After die cabinet vtke, Mr. 
Hariri gave a 3 1/2-bour inur- 
view to his own television 


channel, Rmire, to e:qilain 
the plan and enqihasise that 
he not resign over foe cri- 

sis. 

Eariy Thuisday. Ml Hariri 
left for the Syrian capital 
Damascus. No official reason 
was given, but Future said he 
will meet widx Syrian offi- 
cials. as be r^nlariy does 
when faced wifo diffioilties. 

I^mascus wields enonnous 
influence in Lebanon, where 
it mountains about 40.(XX) 
troops acn»5 two-thirds of 
the country. Syria could also 
worit out a compromise K> 
save Nbi Hariri’s plan since 
Me Betii also is pro-Syriaa 


BAGHDAD (AP) Iraq 
Thursday warned that it may 
be forced to step pumping oil 
foiough the Iraq-Tudoey route 
if it does not receive spare 
parts needed to repair the 
p^line. 

Infbmiation Minister 
Humam Abdul Kbaliq 
accused foe U.N. Sanctions 
C^ommittee, which approves 
exports to iit sanctions^idden 
nation, of holding up foe span 
parts under pressure fiom the 
United Slates. 

A disruption of Iraqi oil 
sales is litely to unsettle the 
world petroleum mazkeL 

In a starement to the official 
Iraqi News Agency. Mr. Abdul 
Kh^'q asked: '’if the pipeline 
breaks down now betrause of 
lack of qnre pans, wQl foe 
reasons be clearly si^?” 

Or, be asked, “foe Saix> 

tioDS Committee and the U.N. 
Security Couixnl — that are 
subordinate to Arnerica — say 
the Iraqi government is not 


implementing hs comroit- 
meots?” 

Mr. Abdul Kbaliq said Iraq 
made the request nine months 
ago but ‘Ibe Sanctions Com- 
mitlee bas not even bothered 
looking” at the contract for the 
sale of the spare parts. 

The minister did not say 
wbat spare parts were needed 
or wfaen Iraq will cany out its 
thieai to stop pumping the oiL 

The Khkuk-Yumuitalik 
pipeline carries 60 per cent of 
oil that Iraq bas been allowed 
by the United Nations to 
expoti in a temporary relief 
fiem the crippling economic 
sanctions in^osed after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Uixler the UJ4. plan — 
aimed at easing die hardships 
on common hkp people — 
the govenunent of Pr^ctem 
Saddam Hussein bas been 
twice allowed to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil over a six-month 
period and use the money to 
buy food and other bumanitar- 


ian goods. The second six- 
memfo period of foe oU-for- 
fbod de^ started in June. 

Iraq has in foe past firequeni- 
ly accused the United States, 
which is a member of the 
Sanctioits Committee, of 
holding up approval of sale 
contracts to harass Mr. Sad- 
dam's regiine. 

In a related develr^unent 
foe U.N. announced Thuisday 
that a fouitfa entry point at foe 
Iiaq-Syria boder bas c^ned 
for trucking in food items 
uixier the oil-for-food deal 

Six more entry points will 
open as food items start anriv- 
ing. • said Eric Fait, foe 
^kesman of the UN. oil-for- 
food programme office in 
B^d^ 

I^'s Trade Minister 
Mohammad M^xh Saldi told 
the Iraqi News Agency that 
the UN. bas ap^oved six 
contracts under foe second 
six-month phase of foe oil-for- 
food deal. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773U1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAfiiGtilO&AND CALENDAR 


14:30 .. 


15:00 .. 


1 IS-JO \JnAAt\frU^ 

16.-00 .. 
16:30 . 

—The Valley Between 
Tilt 

17KM) .. 
19:00 - 


19:30 .. 


19:35 .. 


20ri)0 .. 
20:30 .. 


21:10 .. 


22:00 .. 


22J0 .. 


23:59 

.. .. FnrfnfTY 

PRAYER TIMES 

04.-05- 


05:22.... 

(Suiuise) Duha 

U:27 

14-.52..- 

- — -Dbuhr 

17:31 ... 

- Maghr^ 


TeL 623541 

Anglican Churdi Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Qinrch 
ly. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Anunan Intecnational Chnrcfa 
TeL 5516245 

Evai^elical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangdkal 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Chnrdi of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Churdi 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

Ei^lish-^Kaldng 

Latin Cattiolics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


the aorfoero parts of foe King- 
dona.' In Aqaba, it will be rela- 
tively bot winds northerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
calm. 


ZARQA: 

PcKhafflSalfiti 914144 

EhaBTeh ifoannacy ......S185417 


MhL/Max. temp., 

Amman 

Aqaba 


EMERGENCIES 


Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ FEgbt InTofizatioa 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha IniL AJorpoct 08- 
53200 


(09)900560 

Ow ShiB Oisphal ....(09)986732 
A1 HiKain Modern Hospital 


Deserts 

Jordan VaDqy ........... 


18/32 

.22/37 

16/35 

22/36 


Yesterday’s high tei^Kiatures: 
Ammao 27 Aqaba 35 Humidiiy 
readings: Anunan 36 per cent 
.Aqefoa TSperoeoL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


18:49...... 


'Isha 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


St M^ of Nazarefo Chunfo 
Swdfieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Churdi Tel. 
632785. 

St Jos^ Churdi Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annumcatiott 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Churdi of the Annunciation 


Bulletin suf^lied by the Depart- 
ffjent of McKomlogy 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tioas will prevail with temper- 
anires higher than average by 
2-3 degrees centigrade, clouds 
appearing at different aliirades. 
and winds southwesterly mod- 
erate to active. On Sunday, 
temperatures are expected to 
drop sigoificantlywiib a 
chance of seamed showers in 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DE\busefNaser 

Dr. UssamAsmar 

Dc Khaldouc Kloub .. 

Dc NidalAs’ad 

Furas phamiaQf 

Ferdows phannacy 

Al Asema pharmacy.... 
Nairoukh phaniia (7 
Al Sahun pbamiacy •••• 
Aheonb phannac? 

Shnwhani phannacy 

Najib phannacy 

IRBID: 

Dc MazenAbuBakir 
Al Quds pharmacy 


...751144 

-.890504 

-.816715 

-751672 

..661912 

..778336 

,.637055 

,.623672 

.636730 

..644945 

..637660 

.847632 


-276852 
(— ) 


Food Control Catrr — 637111 
CSvfl Defenoe Department 

661111 

Grrfl Ddimce Iminefate Resene 

.630341 

Ovfl Defence EmergoteF - 1 99 
Rescue Pofice 192, 6211U, 
637777 

FinBr^ade - -617101 

BloodBank 775121 

Highway Pi(4ice — 843403 

IVaffic PbBce 896390 

Public Security Departnrent 

.630321 

Hotel Complanitt .....— ..605800 . 
Price Complaints ...— ..-66U76 
Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints - 897467 

Amman Mnnidpality Com- 
plaints -...—..-78711 1 

Tdqibooe Information (direc- 
tory asastanca) ..-...-.-.-...-.121 

Overseas CaDs — 010230 

Centnl Amman Idepbooe 

R^mira.- 623101 

Abdafi TdqriMDe Itepairs 

661101 

Jmdanlblevision .773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 11 

Water Autliori^ .-...-....680KX) 
Jordan Electridty Autiiority 
815615 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein 


Hussein Medical Centre 

8J3813Z52 

KhaBdi Matonity, J. Amn 

.644281/6 

Aldldi Materni^, J. Amn. 

6C44J/2 

Jabai Anxmao Maternf^ 

642362 

Maffiaa, J. Amman -.636140 

Pi^cstzne, SiDidsani ....607071 
Sbmeisani Hospital .-.-669131 

Umvers^ Hartal 645845 

Al-Muasfaer Hospit8L.667237/9 
The isfaunte. Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhlLAhdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

.777101/3 

Ai-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marfca ——89161 1/15 
Queen Aha Hospttal 60234(y50 

Amal BospitaJ 674155 

Hw Arab Centre for Heart and 
Spedal Surgery ,-.865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hosphal 


KBID: 

Princess 

— (09)990990 

ttaswna HOSpHal 

(02)2755^5 

Greek 

CaltH^ Hospital 

_..(02)27'>'»75 

Ibo AJ 

NafSees BospitaJ 
.„.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


-Aqaba fadd) (RT> 

— Abu DhabL Doha (Rf) 

Colombo (RJ) 

New Yoilc. Amsterdam 


— .Cairo (RI) 

.Tunis (addHRJ) 

London, Berlin (RJ) 

Madrid iRT) 


12.'05 — Ams(erdam,NewYoA(Rn 

12:05 Brussels (RJ) 

12:10 - -...Paris fRJ) 

12:15 .Caiio(RJ) 

U:05 LoDdoo(RJ) 

20:10..Jljysdh. Dhahian (RO 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Babiain,DobatRJ) 

20:50 .Bombay (RJ) 

21H)0 —Abu Dbabi Dubai (RJi 


04:30 — Bangkok (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Hus information is suji^lied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) information 
d^artmem at the Queen Alia 
International Airpon TeL 
(08)53300 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or t08) 
523250. 


ARRIVALS 


Other IT^ts 

05:10 — — Jakarta (CA) 

06:05 -London, Damascus (BA) 

09-JO - Al’ArishfPF) 

12:00 - -...jyyadh (SV) 

12:10 ..Muscat Abu Dhabi (GF) 

I4K15 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Dubai (EK) 

16K» Doha(QR) 

17:25 -...Antalla (TKj 

19:10-...- -.-.LcMidon (GA) 

20:10 Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:15 -CaifD(MS) 

22:25 — —Beirut (ME) 

22:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:15 - London (BA) 

02:00 Rome lAZ) 

R(Q^ Wu^ (RW) 

(No flights on Satuiriav) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FK ghtc 

07ril5 Damascus iRJ) 

08>15 New Delhi (RJ ) 

09:25— -.Beirut (RJ) 

09:25-.-....—.— Beirut (RJ) 

09:30..— .JCaiachl Dubai iRJ) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian iRj) FU^its 

®5>15 Beirut (RJ) 

WsOO. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Tunis (add) (RJ) 

12HM) Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 


Odier Flights 

03riM) — _Ro«ne(AZ) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

05:50 .... -..-Lani8ca(CY) 

06:10 — Loodon(GA) 

06:55 _Loodoo(.BAl 

07:10 ..Damascus, London (BA) 

lO-JO - Al'Arish (PR 

I3m Abu DhabL Bahraia C^ ; 

13-JO 

45:50 Vien^H 

16:50 Dolf# 

18:25 j\ntaili^ 

20:10 - Jakarta.^ 

22:15 — 

22:55 Damascus. 

23:25 ...Beirut Amstesb^®. 

03:00 

03ri)0 

■-■Wf 

Royal Wings (RW) ■ 

(No flints 00 Satank^y) ' 

« 
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Their Royal Highnesses Croviii Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath Friday attend 
the yearly charitable festival of the International Baccalaureate School (IBS) and 
tour its various sections. Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath looked at the various 
cultiu^ sports, and art activities carried out by students from the IBS, as well as 
physically-handicapped children from the Young Women's Muslim Association 
(YWMA) and A1 Hussein Society for the HiysicaUy Handicapped. Also attending 
the festival were Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra*d Zeid and Princess Majda, as 
well as several Princes and Princesses. The festival includes sports and cultural 
competitions, art performances, handicrafts, costumes, and horse riding. The fes- 
tivai has the goai of raising fiinds to support A1 Hussein Society for the Physically 
Handicapped and the Jordanian Child Welfare Society (Petra photo) 


30 NCP members from Karak, 
Aqaba branches resign 


By FraL.*esca Ciriad 

Jordan fanes Stuff Repuiler 

AMMAN — Thirty mem- 
bers (rom the Koiak and 
Aqaba branches of the 
National Constitutional Party 
(NCP) resigned Friday in 
protest of ’*self-cenireiiess 
and OTanny within the partj'/* 

In two identical and brief 
communique, the signato- 
ries indirectly protested 
against the leadership of NCP 
Secretary General Abdul 
Hadi Majali, describing it as 
a “one-man connor over the 
party. 

Twelve of the 30 resignees 
belcmged to the NCP Aqaba 
branch. 

Yesterday's was the thud 
“waw’* of resignations the 
NCP has faced in the past few 


days. 

Among the 18 resignees 
from die Karak b^ch 
appeared at least seven signa- 
tures by members of the 
Majdi tribe, providing a pos- 
sible link between the current 
flood of defections in the 
NCP and a family dispute 
within the Majalis. 

A tribal conirov'ersy flared 
within the prominent Karak 
tribe three weeks a^, when 
Amjad Hazza Majali chal- 
len^ Abdul Hadi Majali s 
decision to run in the Nov. 4 
elections in the same di.strict 
as his kinsman. 

In various announcements 
published in the major Arabic 
dailies, Amjad Hazza Majali 
rejected Abdul Hath Majalj's 
nomination as undemocraiic 
and unfair and called for trib- 


al by-elections to choose the 
family candidate. 

In a development that 
informed sources considered 
related, the Chairman of the 
NCP Higher Steering Com- 
mittee, AJcif Fayez, resigned 
last week, citing “authoritari- 
an and unilateral decisions 
taken by the [N(2P] leader- 
ship. lack of consultation in 
decision-making, in addition 
to repeated violations of the 
party's statute," as the rea- 
sons behind his decision. 

Before Mr. Fayez’s resig- 
nation, 25 members from the 
NCP hhid branch had 
resigned, also last week. 

The NCP is scheduled to 
announce its ticket and plat- 
form in a press conferrace 
later today. 


Population policy 
workshop to open Sunday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Economic and Stxial Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) Sunday will hold 
a tmining w'oikshop on pop- 
ulation policies and sustain- 
able developimenL 
The workshop is the fourth 
in a series of training work- 
shops organised in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Fund for Population Techni- 
cal Support Team for the 
Amb World and Europe. It 
aims to support .Arab coun- 
tries’ efforts to formulate and 
implement population poli- 
cies that are in line with the 
objectives of the 2nd 
Amman Declaration for 
Population and Develop- 
ment of 1993. the Pan- Arab 
Plan on Child Care. Protec- 
tion, and Development of 
1992. and the Imemational 
Plan of Action adopted by 
the International Conference 


on Population and Develop- 
ment held in Cairo in 1994. 

The workshop also aims to 
promote awareness of repro- 
ductive rights and health and 
to train participants in for- 
mulating national strategies 
on reproductive health and in 
developing indicators of 
same. 

It will provide an opportu- 
nity for participants to 
exchange information, 
expertise, and skills on popu- 
lation issues, sustainable 
development and reproduc- 
tive rights and health. Taking 
part in the workshop will be 
representatives for the 
national population councils 
in Jordan, F^esiine. Tunisia, 
Saudi Arabia. Sudan, Iraq. 
Oman. Lebanon. Egy^u 
Morocco, Yemen. Qatar. 
United .Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Syria, and Kuwait 


Seven 
municipal 
employees 
to stand 
trial today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Seven 
Amman Greater Munici- 
pality employees will 
stand trial to^y at the 
Court of First Instance on 
several chatges. ranging 
from counterfeiting to 
accepting bribes to foige 
official documents. 

The Amman prosecutor 
is expected to read the 
charge sheet today for the 
seven defendants, which 
also includes a charge of 
abusing their posf by 
forging ofTicial docu- 
ments. 

Meanwhile, police are 
investigating a foigery 
case ait a local bank, 
where a non-Jordanian 
managed to forge a bank 
client's signature and 
escape to his counliy with 
JDl million, according to 
ofiicial sources. 

The source said the sus- 
pecL who was not identi- 
fied, forged a 70-year old 
man's signature and 
obtmned a check book 
from the bank, “and in a 
four-month period with- 
drew' the victim's entire, 
account and fled the 
country." 


j Correction 

jin the Jordan Times’ Thursday-Friday edition, a report quot- 
|cd HRH Crown Prince Hassan 's address, delivered by the 
jprime minister, to an imemational conference on “Aviation 
InfnLsttucture for Growth and Efficiency" as saying (in the 
fourth paragraph): “We have started privati.sing state-owned 
lenterprises through a process that will increase their value to 
isocieiy and replacing public monopolies with private monop- 
iolies.” adding that privatisation can succeed if enterprises 
joperate on a commercial basis and in a competitive environ- 
iment. The paragraph should have read as follows: We have 
'started fffivatising staie-owtied enterprises through a care^lly 
Istudied proces.s"ihai will increase their value to society. 
[Replacing public monopolies with private monopolies will 
inoi necessarilv lead to benefits. Privatisation can orily succeed 
jif such enterprises operate on a commercial basis in a com- 
ipetitive environment.” The Jordan Times apologises for the 
•inadvertent omission of a line in that paragraph. 


WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON 


DARAT.ALFUNUN 
SUMMER *97 FE^mAL 

I 

* Gr^ricsby Rata Nasiri of In^, 
Zad Dalloul of Syria, and Najia 
Mdiac^ at the South HalL 

* Rainring< Jodanun artist 

Qaihdai at the N&d- 

dleHalL 

* Scuiifflre, drawings, and paint- 
ings 1:^' Jocrianian urtLsi Eiajwa 
All 

*Wate contemporaiy 


Arab artists at the Blue House. 

Paintinas by children of 
Zarqa refiectins on the prob- 
lem of pollution at the Byzan- 
tine church. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Quill exhibition "Piecing It 
Together" by Virginia Harris at 
the American Center. Abdoun, 
unii] Oct. i 

* Display of produeis bj' the 
Young Muslim Women's 
Association at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, until Sept. 29. 

* Paintiangs by Fatima El- 
Helou at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal .Amman, until Ocl 4. 


** ‘The Projects of the Essence: 
Aspects of Italian Painting in 
the 90s" at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Ocl 2. 

* VVorics by Khlief Mahmoud 
Khlief at Hamourabi .An 
Gallery, Gardens Sueeu until 
OcL 2 (Tel. 5536098). 

* p^detings exhibition eotitloi 
“La Radioacrivite' " at the 
French Cultural Centre, until 
SepL30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled “Palestine the 
Reality and the Dieam" at the 
Jordw National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, until Ocl 2 (except 
Tuesdays). 


King Hussein urges public sector 
support for A1 Amal Cancer Centre 



His Majesty King Hussein ht^ds a meeting at the Royal Court to dtecuss the level of 
support for A1 Amal Cancer Centre. Ete urged the public sector to continue its sup- 
port of the centre, considered to be the first comprehensive institute of its kind in the 
region (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
urged v^ous members of 
the public sector to support 
the efforts of the national 
task force responsible for A1 
Amal Cancer Centre and 
praised institutions and 
individuals who have b^n 
backing the centre's efforts. 

During a meeting at the 
Royal Court, aaended by 
the members of the centre's 
board of trustees. King Hus- 
sein underlined the impor- 
tance of the centre’s role in 
safeguarding public health 
and s£ud all efforts should 
be pooled to support the 
centre so ±at it can contin- 
ue to operate as a scientific 
centre. 

The King thanked Jordan- 
ian, Arab, and other institu- 
tions and individuals who 
he said have so far main- 
tained their support for the 
centre and expressed apj^- 
ciation for the efibrts exert- 
ed by Abdullah Kbatib. rap- 
porteur of the board of 
trustees, who spearheaded 
efforts for the creation of 
the centre. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Dr. Kbatib, 
and the board's members 
voiced ±eir appreciation for 
the King's support of the 
centre’s activities. 


King Hussein confeired 
AI Hussein Medal of the 
Fust Order upon Dr. Khaol? 
in recognition of his efforts 
enabling the centre to carry 
out its vital service to the 
nation. 

Last month. Minister of 
Soci^ Development 
Muhammad Mamser urged 
the government to assist AJ 
Amal Cancer Centre by 
halting the referral of cancer 
patients for treatment 
abroad and instead sending 
them to tbe centre, which is 
located near the University 
of Jordan. 

Dr. Mamser said govern- 
ment departments and pub- 
lic hospitals have heretofore 
referred no cancer patients 
to the centre, but rather 
directed them abroad. 

The medicine and drugs at 
the centre are nearing dieir 
expiration date and tbe cen- 
tre lacks funds to pay staff 
salaries and other expenses, 
such as utilities, tbe minister 
told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Al Amal Cancer Centre is 
presently run by a task force 
headed by Dr. Khatib. who 
previously estimated that 

3.000 to 4,000 cancer 
patients are diagnosed 
annually in Jordan. 

Al Amal Cancer Centre's 


120-bed in-patient facility is 
equipped for higUy- 
advanced therapies such as 
bone marrow transplants 
and adult and paediatric 
chemotherapy. 

The centre includes outpa- 
tient clinics and radio diag- 


nostic, radiotherapy, and 
nuclear medicine depart- 
ments. 

The centre, a npn-govem- 
mental, non-profit organisa- 
tion, was created through 
contributions from Jordan- 
ian citizens and institutions. 


Organisations in the Nether- 
lands and other countries 
also assisted in setting up 
and supplying equipment 
for ±e centre, considered to 
be the first comprehensive 
centre for cancer research in 
the ^gion. 


Tara wneh meets with 
European ministers 
attending U.N. session 


Ministry unable to provide full 
assistance for Kingdom’s one 
million in poverty — minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Between 

55.000 and 60.000 families 
currently live below the 
poverty line and the Mioisuy 
of Social Development's 
limited budget is only able to 
provide limited assistance, 
accending to Minister of 
Social Development 
Muhammad Mamser. 

The minister, in an inter- 
view this week with Al Ra’l 
daily, referred to a 1996 
World Bank report that esti- 
mated the rate of absolute 
poverty in Jordan at 21.8 per 
cent and abject poverty at 
8.9 per cenu uoting that 
those living below the 
absolute poverty line are no 
less than one million per- 
sons. 

AU the forms of aid ofiered 
to the poor and the unem- 
ployed fall short of the mini- 
mum required aid and are 
temporary assistance con- 
cributing to alleviating only a 
portion of poverty in the 
Kingdom, the minister said. 

Of tbe ministty’s 1996 
budget. JD7.1 million, and 


die 1997 budgeL which d^d 
not exceed JDS million, 
most of the allocations are 
spent as salaries and wages 
and as finan cial aid to the 
ministiy’s affiliated social 
instinitions and the depan- 
ments that care for die hand- 
ic^ped and orphans, 
acceding ix> die minister. 

He stat^ that die budget 
of tbe National Aid Fund 
(NAF), approximately 
JDI6.5 million in 1996 and 
JD21.866 million in 1997, is 
mainly qient in the form of 
mondily p^mients to needy 
families. 

Of this budgeu JE)600,000 
is spent on projects designed 
to rehabilitate poor families, 
but many of these projects 
have proven to be failures, 
according to Dr. Mamser, 
who added that die rare of 
poor families is growing 
every year despite dtis assis- 
tance. 

Furthermore, die NAF 
staff have been discovering 
that many of the ledpieots of 
monthly aid are not actually 


in need, the minister said, 
who stated ch^ tbe fund's 
staff require more training to 
handle their tasks more 
ciently and study the social 
conditions of families 
requesting aid. 

He also coiiq)lained that 
the private seaor was pro- 
vidii^ veiy litde assistance, 
pointing out that 70 per cent 
of the financial and other 
assistance ofiered to the poor 
comes fiom official institu- 
tions, while volunteer 
groups offer 25 per cent and 
the private sector five per 
cent 

The poor in Jordan are 
receiving as^stance fixim 
nine official institutions, six 
national organisations. 835 
Arab, local and foreign 
charitable societies, and 850 
cooperative societies. 

He said tbe ministry, the 
NAF, and the other oiganisa- 
tions lack a national strategy 
and a clear policy to deal 
with poverty, especially con- 
sideckg the rate of the poor 
continues to rise. 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh Friday met with 
foreign ministers of 10 
European countries cur- 
rently attending tbe United 
Nations Genei^ Assembly 
session. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Dr. Tkrawneh said the foty 
eign ministers of Spain. 
Austria, Denmark, Italy, 
Bdgium, Ireland, Finland, 
Portugal, Greece, and tbe 
U.K. voiced th^ coun- 
tries* fiill support for Jor- 
dan's efforts to establish 
peace in the Middle East 
and strengthen the founda- 
tions of development and 
democracy in the Kingdom. 

The European ministers 
said they look forward to 
signing the Jordanian- 
European partnership 
agreement and voiced 
Europe's support for the 
Middle East j^ce process, 
particularly the Palestinian 
and Arab rights, according 
to Dr. Tarawneh. 

The ministers also 


expressed their countries' 
resolve to intensify their 
efforts with the United 
States to push the peace 
process forward. 

Also Friday, Dr. 
Tarawneh met with the (□bi- 
nese and Turkish foreign 
ministers, whp stress^ 
their countries’ interest in 
bolstering bilateral rela- 
tions with Jordan. 

Tbe Turkish minister said 
his country has maintained 
long-standing and historic 
relations with the Arab 
World, adding that it will 
never harm the interests of 
its neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

He stated that his country 
has decided to postpone tbe 
planned joint manoeuvres 
with the U.S. and Israel, 
scheduled for November, 
until further notice. 

Dr. Tarawneh also dis- 
cussed bilateral relations 
with the foreign ministers 
of India. Sudan, and 
Bahrain during three sepa- 
rate meetings. 


Audiological scientists use new technology to detect 
infants at risk of future hearing problems 



Aodiological scientist Louise Jones Masri conducts a hearing screening test on a 
baby at the Arab Centre for Heart and Special Stu^ery 


By Rana Hussnni 

Jordtm Tones St(0 Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 
audiologists is fitying to 
reduce hearing loss among 
children with new technolo- 
gy that can detect new-bom 
^ies at risk of hearing loss. 

Tbe Hearing Care Group, 
which started its services in 
May 1997, is a group of 
highly-qualified audologists 
trying to raise awareness of 
the importance of neonatal 
hearing testing tbiougb the 
provision of a mobile hearing 
evaluation service, said reha- 
bilituve audiologist Manal 
Hamzeh. 

“Our aim is to screen every 
new-bom baby in the King- 
dom by the year 2000, and 
we have arranged to provide 
this service to all private hos- 
pitals in Amman, any time, 
six hours after birth,” she 
said. 

The idea behind the new 
service is to identify every 
child with a hearing loss and 
therefore intervene from day 
one, Ms. Hamzeh told the 
Jordan limes. 

This way, she maintained, 
“we do not defnive the baby 
from auditoiy input neces- 
sary for developing nonnai 
language and sp^h.” 

'This service is open to tbe 
medical community through 
the gynaecologist and pae£- 


atricians of tbe parent and 
new-bom," ^ said. 

According to Ms. Hamzeh. 
in 1987 a breakthiough in 
bearing science allow^ die 
development of a technology 
that can record tbe emissions 
of die oochlea(the inner ear) 
that are reflect^ when sound 
enters. 

“Now this technology is 
integrated into a mob^ per- 
sonal computer easily used 
on new-boms, and it will 
reach almost 99 per cent of 
tbe babies in U.S. hospitals 
by die end of 1997," she said. 

Although the mobile bear- 
ing screening service is a 
new technology and a uni- 
versal progranune with a 
breakthrough in cost-effec- 
tive screening procedures for 
hearing problems, she asseit- 
ed, “it^ould be first adopted 
with the awareness of parents 
and the medical commurti- 

««• f* 

If undetected and untieat- 
ed, hearing loss can lead to 
delayed speech and language 
development, social and 
emotional problems, and 
academic failure, she said. 

As many as six infants in 

1,000 have a signifiont 
hearmg disability, according 
to a pamphl^ issued by the 
American Academy of Audi- 
ology. 

Most of these are perma- 
nent sensorineural losses and 


hearing will not improve 
with age, the pamphlet said. 

When the team identifies 
children with hearing losses, 
Ms. Hamzeh said, they pro- 
vide complete diagnostic ser- 
vices to confinn the loss and 
the degre&-natare (where the 
problem in the hearing 
mechanisms is located^ 
therefore providing the 
appropriate medical and/or 
audio logical mter\'ention 


services. 

Louise Jones Masri, an 
audiological scientist, 
stressed the in^xutaoce of 
people’s awareness thar this 
test is important and that it 
should be a routine. 

"The fact that we have a 
new technology' that allows 
us to cany out tbe test effi- 
ciently makes it very effec- 
tive to separate those who are 
at risk of hearing loss," she 


(Photo by Rana Husseini) 
sail 

“Our target could be 
reached when all mothers are 
aware of the risks of delayed 
diagnosis of hearmg loss 
among children and when 
hospitals, gy^cologists, 
and pa^atriclans include 
the hearing screening pack- 
in hospitals as an essen- 
tial element of health care or 
preventive health care ser- 
vice,” she concluded. 
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4 World News 



NATO hopes to bolster Bosnia 
mis sion with Russia on board 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
NATO hopes to bring Russia 
finxily on board in die effort 
to bolster the Bosnia peace 
mission when foreign minis- 
ters hold their first meeting 
of the NAIO-Russia council 
here Friday. 

Moscow and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) ho^ to “forge 
a shared objective in 
Bosnia" to isolate those who 
oppose the 1995 Dayton 
pkce accords, a NATO offi- 
cial said. 

“We expect a strong polit- 
ical mess^e to emerge from 
this first meeting of the 
NATO-Russia council" tb£U 
will give the peace effort 
“impetus,- said the official. 

Establish^ in May, the 
NATO-Russia partnership 
council has twice convened 
meetings in Brussels at the 
ambas^ors' level but the 
New York meeting will be 
the first between foreign 
ministers. 

The talks between NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana and Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 


come as the United States is 
signalling that its S.000 
troops may stay on in 
Bosnia after the June 1998 
deadline. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Erik Derycke will also 
attend the meeting of the 
council, which allows a 
NATO country to participate 
in the forum on a rotating 
basis. 

Diplomats said they hope 
that the meetmg will help 
clear the air on Bosnia and 
show BosTuan leaders that 
efforts to divide European 
powers wifi prove futfie. 

Russia has bristled over 
the West's open suppon for 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic in her battle 
against strongman Radovan 
Karadzic. 

Moscow has also recently 
complained that it has not 
been consulted on Bosnia, 
although the United States 
and Russia have down- 
played those disagreements. 

NATO hopes that the min- 
isterial meeting to take place 
at U.N. headquarters will 
also officially launch mili- 


tary cooperadon between 
Russia and the allian ce, 
according to the NATO offi- 
cial. 

There have been few joint 
defence initiatives between 
the alliance and Moscow 
since Russia joined ffie 
Partnership for Peace pro- 
gramme in June 1994. 

NATO and Russia will 
also agree on an agenda for 
the rest of the year and offi- 
cials hope Moscow wifi 
soon appoint a new NATO 
envoy to Brussels. 

A Radio Echo report from 
Moscow Tuesday quoted 
so'uices close to tte Russian 
presidency as saying that 
Seigei Kislyak, a disaima- 
ment and security expert at 
the Russian foreign min- 
istry, would be named to the 
post 

Former defense minister . 
General Pavel Grachev has 
also been floated as a possi- 
ble candidate for the post 

In a six-page document to 
be reviewed Friday, NATO 
and Russia will agree to 
consult each other on disar- 
mament terrorism, nuclear 


securi^ among other issues. 

Working groups are 
expected to be created to 
produce reports for the joint 
council 

French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine and his 
German counterpart Klaus 
Kinkel have both bailed the 
meeting as the first concrete 
push to the new NATO- 
Russia relationship. 

NATO wants a “coopera- 
tive" relationship with 
Russia, Mr. Vedrine said, 
adding that the meeting 
would -give substance" to 
these new ties. 

*The couiicil will be a suc- 
cess," said Mr. Kinkel, 
before adding that Friday's 
meeting will allow .“Russia 
to play on the same team" as 
Western powers. 

NATO and Russian 
defense ministers will meet 
informally in Maastricht, in 
the Netherlands, early next 
month while the chiefs of 
staff will hold talks on Oct 
23 in Brussels. 

A second foreign minis- 
ters’ meeting Is scheduled to 
be held in December. 


Bosnia election result delayed by complaints 


SARAJEVO tR) — Official 
results of Bosnia's munici- 
pal elections will be 
released at least 10 days 
later than originally planned 
because of slow count- 
ing of votes and dozens of 
complaints, election organ- 
isers said. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which 
organised and supervised 
the poll, had planned to 
release the results a week 
afrer the election but now 
expects to announce them in 
the middle of next week. 

'‘We are still on track for a 
Tuesday announcement of 
first results," Mr. Foley told 
Reuters Friday. 

For every municipality 
there is a 72-hour p^od 
after ballots are counted 
during which complaints 
can be registered with the 
OSCE. All those complaints 
then need to be investigated, 
a process which can take 
several days. 

Mr. Foley said there had 
been more than a hundred 
complaints so far. Party 
observers are present at the 
counting centres and have 
raised concerns over such 
things as the names on die 
voting register and a boycott 
by the main Croat 
Nationalist Party in the cen- 


Germany jails 
Serb for life for GrimdS 
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tral Bosman Zepce munici- 
pality. 

He described the majority 
of compltdnts as “frivolous" 
and said the OSCE was 
working through them as 
fast as possible. 

However, the real task 
begins after the final results 
are announced — they then 
have to be implemented. 


Only after a council con- 
venes. elects officers and 
adopts rules, will the OSCE 
fin^y certify the results for 
that municipality. 

It is exp^ted that most 
people have voted 

along ethnic lines for 
nationalist parties. 

Voter registration figures 
show that in several places 


Croats and Serbs could lose 
control of towns taken dur- 
ing the war to Muslims, 
because of the high num- 
bers of refugees allowed to 
vote in their pre-war munic- 
ipalify. 

This would effectively 
create local “governments 
in exile" and pose problems 
for those elected to take up 
their seats. 

Tbe leading Muslim 
nationalist party, the Party 
of Democratic Action, is 
expected to win in 
Srebrenica, where thou- 
sands of Muslim men are 
alleged to have been execut- 
ed by Seib troops in 199S. 

For those elected by the 
thousands of refugees, 
returning to Srebrenica to 
take up their seats in a coun- 
cil cb^ber will be a diffi- 
cult, if not impossible task. 

However until each per- 
son elected on Sept 13 and 
14 takes up his or her seat, 
the results of the election 
will remain uncertified. 

The five-nation contact 
group, at a meeting in New 
York Wednesday, threat- 
ened “strict measures" 
against anyone who imped- 
ed the fuU implemeatation 
of the polls, but did not 
specify what they would be. 


U.S., Russia to sign deal that could spur arms cuts 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States and Russia 
were expected Friday to 
sign a handful of arms 
agreements on missile 
defences that could finally 
clear the way for a new 
round of radical reductions 
in strategic weapons. 

Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright. Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov and their counter- 
parts from the former Soviet 
Republics of Ukraine, Ka- 
zahkstan and Belarus 
pl^ed the ceremony for 
Friday afternoon on the 
fringes of the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

With the agreement sign- 
ings, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin would be 
“amied with all the tools he 
smd he needed to make a 
full court press in the Duma 
(parliament) for ratificar 
tion" of the START-2 strate- 
gic arms reduction treaty, 
said Jack Mendelsohn, 
deputy director of the Arms 
Control Association. 

Plans also called for the 
two sides to sign a protocol 
extending from the begin- 
ning of 2003 to the end of 


2007 — a deferral of five 
years — the period stipulat- 
ed for implemeatation of 
the START-2 treaty. 

The treaty, signed in 1993 
but never put into effect, 
would slash U.S.-Russian 
long-range nuclear arsenals 
by up to two-thirds and 
deprive Moscow of its cher- 
ished and most poweitiil 
weapon, heavy missiles 
with multiple warheads. 

Negotiators from the five 
countries completed the 
texts of the missile defences 
agreements, which hod been 
in the works for four years, 
last Aug. 21 in Geneva. 

They aimed to address the 
spread of short-range ballis- 
tic missiles, dramatised by 
±eir use in the 1991 Gulf 
war in Iraq, and the increas- 

ingly popular development 
of systems design^ to 
shoot them down. 

The goal has been an 
accord that would jiennit 
so-called “theatre" anti- 
Missile Defence (TMD) 
systems without violating 
the 1972 U.S.-Soviet anti- 
ballistic missile (ABM'i 
treaty. which limits 
defences against long-range 


strate^c missiles and has 
been considered a corner- 
stone of the arms control 
regime. 

Last March's U.S.-Russia 
summit in Helsinki broke 
the logjam on the complex 
and politically-barged 
issue by setting liinits on the 
speed and range of target 
missiles that could be used 
in testing theatre systems. 

These were set at about 5 
kilometres per second and 
about 3.500 kilometres 
respectively. 

Work since then has 
focused on turning that out- 
line accord into agreed 
texts. 

While the U.S. Senate has 
ratified the START-2 treaty, 
the Duma has held back 
over fears that United States 
planned to break out of the 
ABM treaty by deploying 
multiple anti-missile defen- 
sive systems. 

Many Russians fear they 
could not compete finan- 
cially with the Americans in 
building comparable anti- 
missile systems. Hence, 
they would be even more 
dependent on their nuclear 
stocks and less inclined to 


formally ratify START-2 
because it certifies huge 
weapons reductions, experts 
say. 

U.S. officials said this 
week they were freshly 
optimistic that with the 
agreement signings, Mr. 
Yeltsin would be in a posi- 
tion to push the START-2 
treaty, a process that is now 
underway. 

Mr. Primakov told 
President Clinton that while 
ratification by the Duma 
“remains a difficult issue," 
he had some higher degree 
of optimism that it would 
happe^ a senior U.S. offi- 
cii said. 

U.S. administration offi- 
cials say that the TMD 
agreements will not prohibit 
any of the six missile 
defence programmes cur- 
rently being researched or 
developed by the Pratagom 

But some Republicans in 
Congress have objected to a 
clause that bans either side 
from developing, testing or 
deploying space-based 
interc^tor missiles, saying 
this would impede possible 
new technological break- 
throughs. 


Bangladesh BNP hints at talks to end strikes 


DHAKA (AFP) — The op- 
position Bangladesh Natio- 
nalist Party (BNP) has indi- 
cated it may accept talks with 
President Shahabuddin Ah- 
mad over government restric- 
tions on rallies which caused 
a general strike this week. 

“We welcome the presi- 
dent’s initiative and we are 
ready to respond to his call 
(for talks) any time,'’ BNP 
Secretary General Abdul 
Mannan Bhuiyan told 


reporters, the official BSS 
news agency said. 

The secreiaiy general 
denied that Mr. Ahmed had 
asked BNP leader Khaleda 
Zia to call off Thursday's 
nationwide general strike, but 
she refused. 

“It's true we had talks, but 
the press reports on the presi- 
dent's request is not correcC' 
comment Ml Bhuiyan 

Ms. Zia held taUts with Mr. 
Ahmed and complained 


against several ^)venunent 
moves, following which the 
initiative came. 

The BNP and the ruling 
Awami League of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed have blamed each 
other for violence that erupt- 
ed during the strike. Reports 
said 200 were injured in inci- 
dents mainly ouside Dhaka. 

The stoppage was called to 
prot^ at a ban on rallies on 
major streets because of the 


(tisniptioQ caused. The gov- 
ernment has said demonstra- 
tions can only be held in 
seven fixed venues. 

Dhaka’s mayor, Moham- 
mad Hanif, has called for 
raiifs Saturday and Sunday. 
But the BNP and the funda- 
mentalist Jamaat-e-lslami 
said the.ban would have to be 
lifted fust and supporters 
rinring leccat soikss 
would have to be freed. 
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Orange County firefi^ters help sandbag the home of a man as high surf driven by horricane Nora flooded dozens 
of beachftont homes in Seal Beach, California. A drainage channel dug into the b^cb did little to relieve the dam- 


age (Reuter photo) 


Hurricane Nora kills three in California 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Hurricaf^ Nora, which 
raged through Mexico's 
Baja California, plowed into 
the south%«st of the United 
States with drenching rains 
that caused three traffic 
deaths in California, CNN 
said Friday. 

The rain vras the first in 
the Los Angeles area after a 
record dry spell of 219 days, 
and was unusually strong in 
the deserts of Arizona, 
which got their average 
yearly rainfaP In less than 
24 hours, according to local 
reports. 


The hurricane, which 
early Friday was demoted 
from tropical storm to tropi- 
cal depression, had crossed 
over Baja California and 
parts of Mexico, where it 
caused damage but no vic- 
tims. before hitting southern 
California and Arizona. 

The heavy rainfall made' 
driving treacherous causing 
three storm-related traffic 
deaths in southern 
California. CNN said quot- 
ing the California Highway 
Patrol. 

After sustained winds of 
more than ISO kilometres 


an hour (nearly 100 miles 
per hour) tore through Baja 
California on Thursday 
when Nora was still classi- 
fied as a hurricane, its 
power in predawn hours 
Friday had (hopped to some 
43 ^ODieires an hour, 
according to the National 
Weather Service in Miami. 
Florida. 

In Mexico, where Nora 
reached land Thursday as 
one of the most powerful 
hurricanes in recent years, 
the combination of howling 
winds and high seas dam- 
aged port facilities at 


Cedros Island on the Pacific 
coast, and across the Gulf of 
California in San Felipe, 
where 30 boats were lost 

However, Mexican au- 
thorities said early warnings 
posted up and down the 
coast prevented any loss of 
life. 

Nora, the 17th storm of 
the 1997 hurricane season, 
made a rare incursion over 
the Gulf of California after 
crossing over a 1,200-metre 
mountain range in Baja 
California, Mexico's weath- 
er service said. 


Small change 
brings down 
rich 

Australian 


minister 


CANBERRA (R) — Aus- 
tralia's deepening travel 
allowance scandal Friday 
brought down a milli onaire 
landowner minister, who 
saw his career wrecked 
over a A$1.500 ($1,080) 
bin for beds he never slept 
in and a plane be never 
took. 

Science Minister Peter 
McG^iran, a promising 
and ambitious National 
Pa^ ftootbeneber. quit 
after admitting be bad 
wrongly claimed ^vel al- 
lowances and the cost of a 
charter flight be never took. 

Mr. McGauran. whose 
aristocratic rural family 
runs lucr^ve agricultural 
concerns and complex in- 
vestmmte, was forced out 
over what be said were sim- 
ple mistakes in his diary. 

He joins (xisted Tiansirort 
Minister John Sharp and 
Adminlstr^ve Services 
Minister David JuU. who 
resigned Wednesday in the 
worst crisis to fait prime 
minister "'Honest John" 
John Hovrard's 18-montb- 
old gevenunent. 

McGauran. 41. ins'isted 
he only made an honest 
mistake arui quit to avoid 
any ftutber embarrassment 
for tiK ctmservative Libe- 
ral-National govemmenL 
which could go to the polls 
within 12 months. 

*1 am deeply saddened to 
be resigning my position 
today ... but (fo so to pre- 
vent any ongoing daznage 
to my coUea^ies in govem- 
menc." he told reporters. 

On March 15, 1996, two 
weeks after the coalition 
won power in Canberra, the 
yout^. red-haired Mr. 
McGauran was due to fly to 
the country town of 
Shepparton in Victoria state 
for a, National Party func- 
tion. 

When the light plane took 
off from Melbourne, three 
state National Party col- 
leagues were 00 board, but 
Mr. McGauran stayed 
behind working on ministe- 
rial paperwork. 

However, he later claimed 
$1,042 fix the flight, be 
told parliament on 
"niursday. TTie claim also 
a^^reotiy contravened reg- 
ulations against claiming 
party expenses. 


Afghan fighting rages close 
to anti-Talihan base in north 


KABUL (Agencies ) — 

Fierce artillery exchanges 
between Taleban forces and 
their oortbero opponents 
pounded areas close to the 
anti-Taliban base of Mazar- 
e-Sbarif early Tliursday. 
independent sources said. 

Taleban fighters posi- 
tioned within 35 kilometres 
east of the city kept up a 
barrage of heavy fire from 
dawn to mid-morning, but 
neither side appeared to win 
any gains from the battle, 
the sources saicL 

They said a number of 
rockets and shells struck 
areas in the easrem and 
southern edges of Mazar-e- 
Sbarif, which is the only 
Afghan city not held by the 
Taleban and the opposition 
alliances seat of shadow 
govemmenL 

No further details on the 
exact location to the north 
or east of the city were 
immediately available. 

Mazar-e-Sbarif. situated 
around 310 kilometres 
north of Kabul, has been 
under Taleban attack for 
□early three weeks. 

Although Taleban fighters 
have not yet entered the 
dusty oorfoero city, the 
main opposition supply 
route to frontlines north of 
the Afghan capital remain 
blocked 


Anti-Thlebao forces 
include Shiite Moslem fac- 
tions Hezb-e-Wabdat and 
Harakat-e-lslami. the oust- 
ed Kabul government and 
ethnic Uzbek fighters loyal 
to rival warlords Abdul 
Rashid Dostum or Abdul 
Malik. 

Meanwhile. Taleban au- 
thorities have ordered aU 
private hospitals in Kabul to 
close as of a plan to 
return Afghanistan's health 
sector to its pre-Communist 
fonn, the movement's 
health minister said Thurs- 
day. 

“Private hospitals are no 
longer alJoweci to function 
since we are trying to make 
the structure of our health 
system conform to that 
which existed before the 
Communist regime took 
power in 1978." Mullah 
Mohammad Abbas Akhund. 
the Taleban minister of pub- 
lic health told Reuters. 

The 10 private hospitals in 
the capital have been given 
five days to close, he said. 

Mullah Abbas said the 
closure would mean better 
service for Kabul residents 
because doctors have been 
more interested in treating 
private patients than those 
in public hospitals. 

“Wth the presence of pri- 
vate bospit^s, doctors do 


not care much about the 
treatment of patients. Some 
of them work in both gov- 
ernmental and private hos- 
pitals," be said. 

He also said that private 
hospitals were an economic 
burden on the people. 

‘They pay for the bed, 
treatment and food in pri- 
vate hospitals." he said. 

But some patients did not 
agree. Assadullah, a patient 
in one private hospital, said 
they were vital since most 
of the public hospitals are 
concentrated in one area of 
Kabul. 

“I had appendicitis and 
my bouse is 40 minutes 
away from the public hospi- 
tals. 1 would have not sur- 
vived since I foil sick at 
night and there was no 
transport to take me to the 
public hospital," he said. 

After almost five years of 
bitter civil war in Kabul 
there is no ambulance ser- 
vice in the city and most 
patients have to rely on 
taxis to get to hospital. Also, 
nothing moves on the roads 
after the 10 p.m. curfew. . 

Many of Kabul's qualified 
doctors either fled during 
the fighting or because of 
the strict Islamic policies of 
Taleban. who captured it a 
year ago. 


Quake shakes mountainous central Italy 


FOUCNO, Italy (AP) — An 
earthquake Jol^ a moun- 
tainous swath of central Italy 
early Friday, killing at least 
two people and (iamagiDg 
build^gs and .some ftmed 
works of ait, civil defense 
officials said. 

The quake — the strongest 
in a series of tumblers — 
was centred around the town 
of FoJigoo in central 
Umbria, but was felt as far 
away as Rome, about 150 
kilometres southwest of 
there, and heavily hit the 
town of Macerata, near the 
other, eastern coast of Italy. 

A second sharp quake 
shook the area — and was 
felt in Rome — some nine 
hours after the quake, and 
the latest jolt caused more 
damage to the Basilica of Sl 
F rancis of Assisi and some 
injuries to people inside, 
witnesses said 

Franco Baihieri, undeTseo 
retary for civil defence, said 
two people were killed and 
dozens injured. The . con- 
firmed de^ were a couple, 
in their 80s, found in the rub- 


ble of their old farmhouse 
near Macerata. 

News reports said the cou- 
ple bad been warned to 
abandon the house after it 
was weakened by a recent 
quake in the area but had 
refused to leave, 

Mr. Barbieri said an earlier 
figure he announced of three 
known dead was incorrect 

Dozens of people were 
pulled out alive from under 
piles of debris, including a 7- 
yearold boy, Rai state TV 
reported 

A middle-school was 
reduced to rubble near 
Macerata, Rai said. 

Officials said as many as 
1,200 people abandoned 
their homes during the night 

The streets were fOlcd with 
workers residents afraid 
to go inside ffieir buildings. 

"We're all scared," said 
Angelina Albeitini after the 
midmoming jolt rocked 
Foligno. 

There was heavy damage 
to structures, including artis- 
tic monuraems. 

At least two Giono Fres- 


coes on the life of St Francis 
in the Basilica of Assisi suf- 
fered minor damage, acconi- 
ing to the Rev. Nicola Gian- 
donienico. The works wot 
done around 1300. 

Several large crack gashed 

the Romanesque 12tiKfiDh|* 
ry facade of Foligno’s 
Cathedral. 

The biggest quake struck 
at 2:33 a.m. Lo^ time aiw 
had a magnitude of 
according to Rebc^ 
Phipps, spokeswoman f®" 
the U.S. Geolo^cal Surv^' 
in Rescon, Viiginia. She dcs- 
cribed the quake as “mod®' 

. ■* 

The region, dotted w® 
historic towns like Assj^ 
and Perugia, is 
attraction for ptigrims-^ 
tourists, and niany f*®^ 
ers. especially 
restored farmhous es 
vacation or icts^^ 
homes. 

Rai said police ag^^ 
officials in Rome 
hundreds of calls 
Romans jolted 
sleep by ibe quake. . ^ 
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Peat reported to be main cause 
for Asian smog sparking alarm 


California 

CfUfiv* 5-;. 

COmM. jiV'i .. 

■ C4feb>r:! 

^ filter? - 
» HOU-.:- \- 

¥ ' itennr- 
* p»«<nJ . 

I j:.- . 

f l«t< 




KMfeL- ' 

¥ 

t '• 



t 


1^' 

Csdi^ ■: 

tt 

ee V . 


d^s dose 
Uln north 


^ -9iat iW- 

m- 


St Ht ' 

it 

6 • 


te 


at 

tt 

egfrr ’ 

« 

• 


iSC tf*k 


iLeK. 

u 

\ y. 

ia 

« 

& 



4 

j ^.: 

it ' 

» ■**"’■ 
pcf r 

u.t ’ ' 
s «»•'■»■*•* 

&l Jft.-- • 

^ d» ^ • • 
* ** • 

1 


El centra! 


# Vh*- 

s« 

t- Irt-- •• 

» Oi# • 

Hi .i- - 

V 

*^- 
iS^ ^ 

» 

C s' 


9 Iks! 

t «... 

A* * 

^ ■■ 

» «i it 

t 


^ i#'" 

I a*'- ' 

0 fi.-'-* 

^ Ci- 
0 fr*-- 

$ 

W-- 

t ,/f.. 

Hi.'- 


Malaysian fire-filters set up their ^uipment upon ai^ving in Pekanbaru. More than 1,000 Malaynan firemen set 
out in a convoy of fire fightin g vehicles from Riau provincial capital of Pekanbaru beading south to provinces of 


Jambi and South Sumatra. The bush fire through the archipelago have sent a choking, health-threatening 
across neighbouring Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei aud the smoke has also drifted as far as the southern Philippines 
and parts of Thailand (Renter photo) 


Yeltsin tells Chirac he wants 
Europe to ensure own security 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin said Friday that the Europeans 
shcMjId ensure their own security without the 
United States. 

Receiving his French counterpart, Jacques 
Chirac in the Kremlin, Mr. Yeltsin said "the 
era is long gone when one pole dominated 
the rest of the world” — a reference to the 
predominant U.S. role in NATO. 

"The Europeans themselves and Russia 
should ensure Europe's security, without 
anybody else interfering," Mr. Yeltsin said, 
ha\'iog earlier praised Mr. Chirac's role in 
helping Russia overcome the legacy of the 
cold war. He reiterated his strong opposition 
to NATO enlaigement. saying it “establish- 
es a divided Europe and ent^s great costs, 
including for Russia itself." 

Despite having signed a security pact with 
NATO in Paris in June. Russia remains 
opposed to the alliance's offer of member- 
ship to the Czech Republic. Hungary and 
Poland^ and has warned of retaliatioa if any 
of the three ex-Soviet Baltic republics also 
join. 

After his talks with Mr. Chirac, who was 
on the second day of a state visiL Mr. Yeltsin 
told reporters: "We had no differences of 
view on any point." 

Although a member of the 16-nadon 
North Atfantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
France remains outside its integrated mili- 
l£uy command smreture. 

He also dismissed U.S. and Israeli charges 
that Russia had delivered missile technolo- 
gy to Iran, saying: 'There may have been 
deliveries of Russian arms to Iron, but mis- 
siles and nuclear materials are totally 
excluded." 

Among other issues, the two leaders dis- 
cussed plans for building a European "super 
plane." establishing a Franco-Russian uni- 
versity for the 2 1 St century' and bUateral 
trade. 

Mr. Chirac said an agreement had been 
reached to send 1.000 Russian specialists 
annually to France for training over the next 
five years. 

Mr. Chirac, who was accompanied by a 
larse delesarion of French business leaders. 


France ranks only ninth for volume of 
exports to Russia, and its imports of oil and 
natural gas resulted in a deficit of some 10 
billion firancs (SI. 6 billion) in trade with 
Russia last year. 

Mr. Chirac said Mr. Yeltsin had pledged to 
make every effort to secure the release of 
five Frenchmen held hostage in the 
Caucasus region. Four of the hostages are 
employed by non-govemmental ^d oigani- 
sadons. 

Earlier Mr. Chirac discussed several joint 
economic projects with Prime Minister 
Viktor Cbemomyrdin, including plans for 
an oil refinery in Ufa in the Russian Ural 
republic of Bashkortostan, an ofisbore oil 
terminal to be built by Bouygues and coop- 
eration between automakers Renault and 
Moskvich. 

Mr. Chirac said the existing p^ership 
accord between Russia and the European 
Union, which is yet to enter into force, 
"Should v'eiy quickly lead to a free trade 
area." 

“We are pressing for Russia to enter the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) as soon as possi- 
ble, and next year, according to ail indica- 
uons. Russia will join the World Trade 
Organisation," he said. 

He highlighted the establishment of the 
Group of Eight lG-8) ~ Russia plus the 
world's seven leading industrial powers — 
and entry into the Paris Club of creditor 
nations this month as major landmarks in 
Russia's reintegration into the world com- 
munity. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said he hoped Mr. 
Chirac's visit would give a new impetus to 
Franco-Russian ties, and thanked him for 
"understanding Russia's problems." 

Mr. Chirac was due to make a keynote 
speech to students at the prestigious 
Moscow Institute for International Relations 
(MGIMO) later Friday. 

Acknowledging Mr. Chirac's efforts to 
forge closer ties with Russia, Mr. Yeltsin on 
Thursday honoured the French leader witia 
Russia's top state award — the Order for 
Service to the Fatherland. It was the first 


said he and Mr. Yeltsin aimed lo “double our time a foreign leader had received the 
bilateral trad e in the next two years." award. 

Duma backs anti- Yeltsin general 


MOSCOW (.Agencies) — 
Russia's .state Duma, lower 
house of parliament, 
refused Friday to remove a 
prominent critic of 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
his government from a sen- 
sitive parliamemaiy com- 
mittee. 

The Communist-domi- 
nated chamber voted by a 
narrow margin to keep 
General Lev Rokhlin as 
head of the Duma’s 
defence committee. 

Gen. Rokhlin was ousted 
from the pro-government 
pany Our Home is Russia 
earlier this month after he 
challenged the Kremlin's 
plans fbr radical military 
re-form and caJled for Mr. 
Yel-tsin's removal from 
office. 

Our Home had wanted 
Gen. Rokhlin. elected to 
the Duma on its party list, 
lo be removed from the 
defence committee. 

.After his expulsion from 
Our Home, which is head- 
ed by Prime Minister 
Viktor" Chernomyrdin. 
Gen. Rokh-lin set up his 
own political movement. 

Many major opposition 
forces, including a number 
of communist and national- 
ist groups, joined the first 
conference of Gen. 


Rokhlin's new movement 
in Moscow last week. 

Gen. Rokhlin. an army 
commander who won pro- 
minence during Russia's 
campaign in rebel 
Chechen-ya in 1994-96. is 
fiercely oppo.sed to the 
Kremlin's plans for dra- 
matic cuts in the size of the 
armed forces. 

He said the reforms 
wx)uld ruin Russia as a nul- 
itary po-wer and under- 
mine national security. 

Political experts said Fri- 
dav's vote was a further 
sign of worsening relations 
b^-ween the Kremlin and 
the Duma. 

Mr. YelLsin said Wednes- 
day he had no intention of 
addressing the Duma, 
which his spokesman has 
compared to a “beer hall 
not of the best kind." 

"The vote yielded at least 
one political resulu” said 
the head of Our Home is 
Russia's Duma faction. 
.Alexander Shokhin. 

"By supporting Gen. 
Rokhlin, who calls for the 
president to be removed by 
unconstitutional measures, 
the opposition has sided 
with bis position and ap- 
pears to be sliding towards 
radicalism." 

Meanwhile. President 


Yel-tsin called Friday for 
judicial reform to better 
fight against organised 
crime and corruption, dur- 
ing his weeldy radio 
address on Moscow Echo. 

“We need the right res- 
ponse to crime today. This 
is a matter of vital impor- 
tance to me and I will work 
on it constantly with the 
ministers invoIved.“ he 
declared. 

In order to reach that 
goal, the head of state said 
he will undertake a pro- 
gramme of judicial reform. 
“Civil servants in the judi- 
cial system should be 
proud of their jobs, live 
with dignity, and receive a 
decent salary." Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

Russia, he added, needs 
"strong laws and the sup- 
port of society as a whole," 
as it seeks to combat crime. 

Denouncing a rise in 
organised crime, with 
criminals increasingly 
occupying positions of 
influence, be said 2.500 
gQvemmem employees 
were under in-vesrigation 
for suspected corruption. 

Military courts have also 
recently convicted eight 
ge-nerals and admirals for 
their part in housing scan- 
dals. he added. 


Astronaut, on 
way to Mir, 
faces difficult 
mission 

MOSCOW (R) — U.S. Astro- 
naut David Wolf blasted off for 
Russia's Mir space station Fri- 
day after get^g last-minute 
NASA approval for a difficult 
mission involving months of vi- 
tal repairs and probable surpris- 
es. 

NASA, hesitant about send- 
ing Mr. Wolf after the 1 1-year- 
old station suffered a string of 
potentially dangerous bi^- 
downs, approved Mr. WolTs 
mission just hours before his 
0234 GMT launch. 

"All our troubles are behind 
us, knock on wood, and the sta- 
tion is working normally," De- 
puty Flight Director VUcior Bla- 
gov told reporters. “The com- 
puter is working fairly reliably." 

On Monday, Mir's computer 
broke for the third time in thn% 
weeks, spinning the station out 
of orientation from tiie suu 
which it needs to face to gath- 
er maximum solar energy. The 
outage was fixed within a day. 

But that problem — which 
followed Mir's collision with a 
resupply tug on June 25 — set 
off a debate in Washington on 
whether N.ASA should send up 
an astronaut to replace Ame- 
rican Physicist Michael Foale 
aboard the station. 


JAKARTA (R) — Burning 
forest peat, too hot and thick 
to be put out by fire-fighting 
equipment alone, is now the 
major cause of choking 
smog spreading across 
South East Asia, diplomatic 
sources said Fii^y. 

“Peat is causing the 
majority of the smoke prob- 
lem. Tt is causing the vast 
majority of the smoke," a 
Western source in contact 
with forestry experts said. 

The sources said fire- 
fighting equipment without 
rain was useless against ±e 
huge quantities of peat un- 
derlying bush and rain 
forests in the affected areas. 

Nearly 10,000 Indonesian 
and Mi^aysian firemen are 
fighting the blazes which 
have spaiked a major health 
scare across the region. 

Jakarta has declared a na- 
tional disaster and Kuala 
Lumpur a state of emer- 
gency in Sarawak, a Malay- 
sian state on Borneo Island. 

Many expatriates in Kuala 
Lumpur had left or were 
planning to leave, residents 
and diplomats said Friday. 

A World Wide Fund for 
nature (WWF) official, who 
has been monitoring satel- 


lite pictures, said Thursday 
between 500.(X)0 and 
600,000 hectares (1.2 iml> 
lion and 1.5 million acres) 
of bush and forest had been 
burned or was burning, 
blanketing large tracts of 
Malaysia, Singapore, Bru- 
nei and Indonesia in smog. 

Agriculture Minister 
Syarifiiddm Baharsyab told 
reporters Friday he under- 
stood peat was on fire, espe- 
cially in Riau province in 
Sumatra across the Malacca 
straits from peninsular 
Malaysia and Sin^pore. 

Tf the peat is on fire, it is 
very difficult to extinguish 
because it is fire inside the 
ground," he said. 

Other forestry and envi- 
ronmental sources have said 
burning peat and lignite 
coal in Sumatra and in 
Kalimantan, the Indonesian 
part of Borneo, could cause 
major ecologicai problems. 

tbe interaadonal presi- 
dent of the WWF, Syed 
Babar Ali, Thursday des- 
cribed the situation &s an 
"international catastrophe." 

Agricultural and environ- 
mental sources said many of 
the fires had been started by 
plantation companies and 


small farmers using slasb- 
and-burn techniques — a 
traditional if ille^ practice 
— to clear land. 

Mr. Baharsyah said there 
were 173 plantation areas 
reported to be on fire. ‘*Most 
of them are palm oil and 
rubber plantations. I think it 
will affect palm oil and rub- 
ber output,” he said. 

He said his ministry sus- 
pected 14 plantation compa- 
nies of setting fires for land 
clearance. 

The fires have been aggra- 
vated by drought blamed on 
the El Nino phenomenon in 
the Pacific Ocean that 
affects glol^ weather pat- 
terns. 

Rains normally start in 
late August or early Sep- 
tember. with the bulk of 
monsoon rain falling from 
October to April. This year, 
however, there has been 
only scattered rain. 

Meteorologists warned 
SouthEast Asian environ- 
ment ministers at a recent 
meeting in Jakarta that 
drought could continue into 
next year. 

Air quality in Singapore 
moved back to an unhe^thy 
level Friday morning after 


an overnight respite but was 
back in the moderate range 
in the early afternoon. 

Military sources said the 
Indonesian Air Force and 
navy had been put on alert 
to help with cloud-seeding 
efforts to induce rain. 
Troops in the affected re- 
gions were said to be help- 
ing fight die fires, but there 
h^ been no general mobili- 
sation so far. 

The Indonesian Environ- 
meni Forum (WALHI) ac- 
cused the govenuDCDt of not 
showing commitment to 
deal with the crisis. 

‘There’s no sign of the 
government's effort to ease 
the burden on the people. 
There is a scarcity of (Sur- 
gical) masks everywhere,” 
\VaLHI director, Emmy 
Hafield told Reu^. 

-She said the price of 
masks had soared to 4,000 
nipiah ($IJ7) from 500 
rupiah (16 cents). 

“We believe thar the gov- 
ernment should ann ounce 
this crisis an emergency. 
People in the villages do not 
have masks and tfaQ' are 
already exhausted'’ she 
said 


Vietnam’s new premier picks five ‘super deputies’ 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam's 
new prime minis ter I^day 
presented a cabinet line-up 
that included five deputy pre- 
miers, a move seen as d^n- 
tralising executive po-wer 
over policy areas* 

Politic sources said thar 
Phan Van KhaL 63, a popular 
reformist who was appointed 
premier after a near-unani- 
mous vote in the national 
assembly the previous day, 
proposed keeping most min- 
isters in their current posts. 

But tus team, which will be 
put to the legislature for a 
vote Monday moming, also 
included a young and rising 
political star, Nguyen Tbn 
Dung, as deputy primt^'min- 
ister wi± sp^al responsibil- 
ity for the communist coun- 
try's economic affairs. 

Under the new line-up. 
army General Do^ Khue — 
who lost his bid to become 
state president in this vreek's 
leadership reshuffle — 
would be replaced as de- 
fence minister by his deputy. 
Lieutenant-General Pham 
VanTra. 

Nguyen Manh Cam. who 
had also been mooted as a 
contender for the presidency, 
would stay on as foreign 
minister and become depu^ 
prime minis ter in charge of 


foreign affairs. 

Mr. Cam. 68, is seen as a 
career diplomat who rose 
through the tanks of official- 
dom by mending fences -with 
the country's neighbours and 
its old enemy, the United 
States. 

(Cabinet members set to 
stay on included Interior 
Minister Le Minh Huong, 
Hnance Minister Nguyen 
Sinh Hung and minister of 
planning and investment, 
Tran Xuan Gia. Cao Si 
Kiem. governor of the 
Central Bank, would also 
remain in tus post. 

After montiis of internal 
wrangling, which analysts 
say h^ put a brake on the 
economic reform drive, the 
party agreed to appokre tech- 
nocrat and pragn^st TVan 
Du Luong, (50, as president 
He takes over from army 
generaL Le Due Anh. 

Mr. Luong and Mr. Khai 
now join die octagenarian 
communist party secretary 
generaL Do Muoi, in the 
country's ruling triumvirate. 

Political an^ysts say the 
absence of a military ^gure 
from a leadership structure 
that has always been finely 
balanced could herald fur- 
ther. protracted debate over 
who will take Muoi’s place 


when be steps down. 

Military political commis- 
sar and senior politburo 
member. Le Kha I^eu has 
long been a frontrunner for 
the country's most powerful 
position. But political 
sources say his star has 
waned in recent weeks, and 
they point to a littie-koown 
poUtbiiFO figure; Nguyeu Van 
Aa as a strong contoider. 

Diplomats »id five *'super 
deputies’' in charge of the 
economy, foreign affairs, 
agriculture, industry and sci- 
ence, technology and envi- 
ronment instead of ditee de- 
puties without portfolios 
could unravel some of the 
red tape that has long ham- 
pered policy implementa- 
tion. 

Tf you have more than 
three people in there you just 
have to deal with thin^ m a 
different way" said one 
Western diplomat 

He said the new leaders 
and the proposed cabinet had 
strong reform credentials, 
and predicted that a string of 
recent mini-crises caused by 
structural rigidities in the 
economy would put immedi- 
ate pressure on them to act 

Diplomats say the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank are 


losing patience with the 
slowdown in reform along 
market lines, and will be 
looking for signs of a new 
driVe in that dkection after a 
key party meeting in No- 
verab^. 

Storm floods central 
Vi^nam 

Meanwhile, ty^dsoon Ritz 
lost momentum as it swung 
west into Laos Friday, but left 
a trail of flooding in central 
Vietnam that damaged crops 
and hundreds of houses. 

The U.S.-based- indepen- 
dent forecaster Weather Ser- 
vices Corp. said that Fritz, 
now a UDpical storm and stUi 
weakening, was centred over 
southern Laos. 

Officials in Danang and 
(^|uang Ngai province said at 
least three people died and 
more than 50 were injured 
Thursday when the stcRtn 
came ashore with winds of 
up to 100 kpb. 

The weat^ office in Hanoi 
said rainfall had been heavy, 
ranging from 100 to 250 mm, 
in coastal provinces from 
T hanh Hoa to CJuang Ngai 
and in the central hi ghlands 
msth of Vietnam’s main cof- 
fee-^X)wing areas. 
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Creating new facts? 

WHAT COULD Israeli Prime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu be possibly thinking of 
when he announced recently that 300 more 
bouses will be built in Efrat settlement other 
than to torpedo the ongoing painstaking efforts 
to revive the Palestinian-lsraeli peace talks, 
ignite another wave of violence and insult 
Washington which has repeatedly appealed to 
the Israeli leader not to create new facts on 
Palestinian lands? One wonders what U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Secretary' of State 
Madeleine Albright must be feeling right now 
following the decision by Netanyahu who chose 
once again to put another wrench in the peace 
process and offer peace-loving people every- 
where a slap on the face. 

At a time when Israeli and Palestinian teams 
have been summoned to Washington to 
attempt a resumption of peace talks, 
Netanyahu’s latest move came as an affront to 
President Clinton and Secretary Albright. 
They must feel confronted by a major new 
obstacle impeding the revival of the negotia- 
tions. The kind of arrogance being displayed by 
the Israeli leader is simply unprecedented and 
requires a stiff and swift response from the 
mternational community as a whole so as to 
draw the right lesson and comprehend that 
Israel cannot continue to be fortress for ever, 
and that It must abide by international norms 
and standards. 

If Israel still entertains the aspiration of 
colonising the entire West Bank despite the 
Oslo accords, the concerned parties should 
begin to reflect on the most effective way to 
respond to the new and dangerous challenge. 
**We are building in Judea and Samaria,** 
Netanyahu defiantly declared before a chil- 
dren’s audience made up of ultra- rel^ous stu- 
dents. By saying that the prime minister was 
not only moving to houses in Arab lands but 
also planting the roots for more violence. 

'"You don*t need binoculars to see what is 
happening/* Netanyahu said, signalling a fresh 
deternunatioa to reject all appeals for r^traint 
and prudence. Of course the Arab side and the 
rest of the world do not need binoculars either 
to see what the recalcitrant Israeli leader is try- 
ing to do, then draw the necessary conclusion 
on how to respond to iL 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily condemned this week's 
shooting of Israeli diplomats in Amman, saying that the 
attack can only damage Jordan’s image and not serve 
the Palestinian people's cause. One has to ask who ben- 
efits from such attack; the only answer is Israel which, 
under the circumstances, will portray itself os the vic- 
tim of aggression while Jordan's reputation will be neg- 
atively affected, said Fahed Fanek. Referring to the 
Baqoura attack, by a Jordanian soldier, on Israeli 
schoolgirls last March, the writer recalled that it took 
place after King Hussein had sent Benyamln 
Netanyahu a letter blaming him for Israel’s current 
intransigent stand with regard to the peace process, but 
^ a result of that attack the King had to apologise to the 
Israelis on behalf of Jordan. In the case of the Baqoura 
atocK the attacker succeeded only in showing Israel as 
the victim of Arab attacks, the writer pointed out He 
said Jofoan, where the Israeli embassy is located, is 
responsible for Israeli diplomats* .safety and that of all 
other guests living in the country. He said that the bul- 
lets fired on the diplomats can by no means be an act of 
bravery or patriotism, but they rather tend to shift the 
Arab battle of self-defence to one of internal strife. 

A writer for AI^ Dustour lauded the Arab foreisn min- 
isters’ meeting in Cairo for passing a decision to lift the 
embargo on Libya, saying that it is now up to the Arab 
govemniems to cany out this deci.sion. Hamadeh 
Faiaaneh said that encouraged by this move, the Arab 
masstK hope that the Arab governments will turn their 
attention towards Iraq and end its people's sufferin® bv 
lifting the unjust embargo imposed on them for the past 
seven years. The wriierpointed out that the U.S. awards 
Israel and condones its occupation of Palestinian, 
S^an and Lebanese lands, but maintaLns an unjust and 
unjustified embargo on Iraq. Libya and Sudan. The 
Arab foreign ministers’ meeting in Cairo constituted a 
very important step towards other moves to end the 
injustice befalling the Arabs, said the writer, adding: 
“we expect the Arab governments to take other positive 
steps helping the Arab Nation regain its political inde- 
pendence." 


Terrorism has no place in Jordan 


JORDAN SHOULD never be allowed to become another 
Kabul or Beirut where preachers of the bullet used to 
caip’ out their pto-active and terrorist acts against their 
political enemies in Fakhani street and Fardan ^)art- 
ments. 

The attack against one of the top five Hamas leaders in 
Amman two days ago cannot Ik dissociated from the 
attack against two laielis embassy officials five days ear- 
lier The techniques and modus operandi of both incidents 
reveal a high degree of professionalism, whether in cas- 
ing. implementing or meticulously planning in advance. 

Both incidents were meant to send us a signal and the 
message was well communicated and received. The 
answer to that message is that Jordan will never be a play- 
ground to carry out political vendettas or to settle covert 
action scores. 

Amman in considered one of the top nine maxi mum 
security cities in the world. 'Hie Jordamao citizens will 
take it upon themselves, rather than leave it to odiers, to 
put an end to all ^uch attacks in Jordanian streets, whefoer 
such acts of wanton terrorism come from claimed 
Canadian passport holders or Arabs. 

On the other hand, the attack on Israeli officials brought 


shame on us all Jordanians. Such violence is not part of 
our society or our way of life. While many Jordanians 
express their deep condemnation of and ngck for the two 
vile acts against the Hamas leader and the Israeli officials, 
we worry that a spillover of violence from across the river 
in reaching our capital. But we have to note that the blame 
for the two attacks lies partially with the policies imple- 
mented by Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, which have 
sent many people into blue moods of deep despair over 
prospects for a decent, respectable life within the context 
of a just and comprehensive peace based on the legitimate 
rights any human being is entitled to in his/her own birth- 
place and land. 

We cannot tolerate the gradual serpentine crawl of vio- 
lence into our living neighbourhood, whether it targets 
Israelis or Hamas leaders, both guests of this counby 
which prides itself on its long tradition of Arab hospitali- 
ty and Islamic values of protecting residents. 

Jordan’s stability and security is a key element in 
attracting badly needed investments. The timing of the 
two attacks could not have been worse. Those who car- 
ried out the two attacks were targeting Jordan's image as 
a focal point of utraction to world investors as well. 


The repercussion of such action will tarnish our reputa- 
tion in many ways and no Jordanian can remain oblivious 
to that fact. A strong act of condemnation should enmf 
from all honest Jordanians. 

Beyond that, however, is the fact that the attack proved 
that terrorist elements have become unfortunately active 
in our society. 

No cause should prompt anyone to st^e attacks on 
Israeli embassy officials who are only insigmficant tools 
in the hands of their governments. 

As such, a swift, firm move is required of the govern- 
ment here to deal with such elements who disre^ our 
national image and reputation and set the ground for our 
country to be branded as “non-safe” for visitors or 
investors. 

While the government agencies will follow their own 
course of action, we Jordanians have to look around us 
and be extra alert against the presence of those who are 
seeking to destroy the very fabric of our society. Those 
acts of terror are bound to deny our young generations 
any hope of an honourable, respectable future. 

One fact remains to be noted: How will the establish- 
ment react to those short-sighted gamesters on our turf? 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Writers: Stability of Jordan 
above all considerations 


REVIEWED BY 
EUANASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL dailies this 
week gave prtxniDeDoe to the 
shooting of two Isaeli 
embas^ o£5cial$ in Amman, 
the situation in the Israel- 
occuf^ Arab lands and to 
dom^c issues. 

Sultan Hanab, a writer for 
Al Ra’i, said dial the shooting 
was perpetrated by agents 
seeking to mar the image of 
Islam and do service to Israel 
and the enemies of the Arab 
Nation. 

By attributing die attack to 
an Islamic group, the anack- 
ers clearly meant to mislead 
public oi^on into believing 
dial such groups are creating 
trouble fra* Jordan, said the 
writer. 

Accusing Israel of being 
behind teosion created in the 
whole le^on. the water said 
that the l^lis are capable of 
cieatiog trouble any time and 
have proved to be behind all 
terronst acts, not only against 
the Palestinian people but in 
Arab countries around the 
Jewish state as well 
He said that the hostile 
forces working in ihe dark 
and helping Is^l achieve its 
ends have cairied out the 
attack so that disturbances can 
be created in the Kiitgdom, 
divening werid public atten- 
tion from the atrocities com- 
mitted ty the Jewish state 
against the Palestinians. 

Shooting guests of Jordan 
or diplomats residing in the 
Kingdom is not a heroic or 
patriotic feat but rather a 
cowanHy act designed to 
harm jcxdan, said Jihad 
Moraaru. a writer for Al 
Dustour. 

Of course figjbtiDg tiie 
enemy in occupied areas in 
orderto liberate the Arab land 
is a sacred duty, but aitadring 
innocent cMUans in other 
lands and other counties is a 
terrorist act, said the wdtec 
NsmuaDy Israel has, 
duou^ its provocations and 
its continued repressive mea- 
sures against the Patetinian 
people, created hostile senti- 
ments towards fee Jewish 
sate, but die Arabs in Jordan 
tend to suppress dieir anget, 
resp^ Kin^om’s 

treaties with other countries 
and abide by the law, be said. 

Israel's d^nolitioa of Arris 
houses, detention of tiiou- 
sands of Palestinians and 
building of seitleiiieDts on 
confisi^ed Arab temtexy are 
all provocative acts diat trig- 
ger tension and violence in 
the occupied Arab teiritories, 
said the wntec 
But, be added, under no cir- 
cumstance should the Israeli 
agents or the enemies of 
peace be allowed to tamper 
with the security and stabihiy 
oftheKijigdoro. 

A writer for Al .Arab Al 
Yawm said the peipetratocs of 
the shoodng incident amib- 
uted the attack to an Islamic 
groiq) for the purpose of incit- 
ing the public and fee govern- 
ment in Jordan against die 
Islamists. 

H31TU Al Asmar said that 
fee Israeli newspapers were 
full of articles accusing fee 
Islamias of being behind the 
anack on the Isr^li embassy 
officials, but the anack points 
to the foa feat biaeli agents 


were it in order to cre- 
ate confiisioa in fee Kingdom 
and to instigate fee public 
against tile Islamists. 

The writer noted that shoot- 
ing incidesQts occur in many 
parts of the wodd and, there- 
fore, the incident in Swifidi 
should be viewed as one sudi 
incident, studied objectively 
and npt exploited to create 
seditioa and intemal stiug^e. 
The writer said feat any insti- 
gation against the Islamists 
does not serve the national 
interests. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
reflected on Me Netanyahu's 
threats to fee efiect that his 
fcffces would leocojpy Arab 
towns of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip if fee resistance 
attacks a^inst Israri contin- 
ue. 

In his election manifesto 
last yean Me Netanyahu 
declared cleaiiy feat he want- 
ed to wreck tte Oslo aoccsd 
and deny the Pakstiniaiis any 
autberity bo any land and, 
feerefore, such tineats are 
expected, said Hamadrii 
Faraaneb. . 

The writer srid tiiat the 
Palestinians are expecting the 
worst from Mn Netanj^u, 
but are ready to resist die 
aggressi(XL Ibe blockade 
which Mr. Netanyahu is 
im pnging OQ the Palestinians 
is them to de^iair and 
if feey rise against ^tr tor- 
mentons, they have nothing to 
lose vriiile die Israelis will pay 
a high pdoe for such adven- 
ture, warned fee wiitet 
He said it setois feat Me 
Netanyahu needs further 
blows and shocks so that be 
can give up self-deceit and 
weak up from bis dreams and 
arrogance; tiie shock could 
come any moment tiiiou^ 
suicide bombers, tbe writer 
said. 

Ibrahim Absi, a writer for Al 
Ra’i, lauded P(^ Jdm Paul 
n for dqiloring Isael's con- 
tinued acts of tqxesrion 
against fee Faleslinians. 

The Pope said that tbe 
Palestinians are constantly 
exposed to injustice, violence 
and intimidatiOD, clearly 
pointing to fee Israeli repres- 
sion practices against tbe peo- 
ple of the briy land, said the 
wiitec 

Tbe only road leadmg to 
peace, be said lies tiiroirgh 
grantii^ fee Palestinians their 
freedom and through sav^ 
them from flather acts vk>- 
lenoe and injustice. 

Throu^ his lemadts, fee 
Pope sent a message to tbe 
wodd that fee violoioe and 
ii^ustioe against the 
Palestinians should dop and 
feat fee occupation forces 
should with^w from 
Palestinian lands so that fee 
IvOckUe East can be safe 
agaia 

Rashid Hassao. a writer for 
Al Aswaq, teficcted on 
Israel's piai« to build a setde- 
ment at Ras Al Amotid, in east 
Jousalem. 

The Israelis declared their 
i rupntinn to build the settle 
merit immediately upon the 
d^iarfereof U.S. Secrecuy of 
State Madel^ Albright 
from the Middle East, said fee 
writec This proves that Israel 
is driammed to catiy out its 
designs of builiding settie- 
ments regardless d tbe 
Americans or the world com- 


munity’s protests, said tiie 

writftT 

What Ml Netanyahu is 
doing now is lemovii^ tbe 
traces of fee Oslo accord 
throu^ hnlilmg on to tte 
Palestinian lands and pursu- 
ing the coQstructioD of settle- 
ments against the provirioQs 
of fee accord and in total dis- 
regard fbnraDs to end the set- 
tianeot programmes, be 
added. 

The U.S., although it has 
eiqxessed dissatisfaction whh 
tbe settlement programme, is 
obviously coodniing tins 
practice as long as such 
actions keep its Israeli ally 
happy. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
urg^ tiie govemmeat to 
immediately put into force a 
hcalfe straregy. as proposed 
by the Ministty of Heal& for 
die sake of ensuring medical 
service to all public sectors. 

Mohammad Daoud said the 
strategy entails a national 
healfe insurance scheme, 
which is now needed more 
than any time in tisc past in 
view of tbe rising cost of med- 
ical txeatmem. 

There is no justificaticRi fex 
fofther delaying the inq)le- 
roentation of su^ a sefaone 
that would benefit all poex 
and limited-income groups of 
both die private and public 
sect^ especially as an^le 
studies have been conduoed 
and plans have been made to 
emfc^ on such an enterprise, 
said tiie writer: 

Delaying fee application of 
a national healfe insurance 
system will be iocreasiiig the 
suffering of die poor aM of 
those ^K> by no means can 
pay for tiieir medical treat- 
ment, eqiedally if it is not 
available in government hos- 
pitals and can only be found at 
the private sector hospitals, 
said die writer 
A writer for Al Ra'i daily 
l e feued to Israel's secret con- 
tacts wdfe Iran, saying that the 
Jewish state's relatioDS wife 
Tbfatan, wfeidi were intimate 
under the shah, ore being 
revived by die Lfloid govern- 
ment d Israel as long as the 
two sides have a^tious 
designs in tide Arab Wixki 
Fahed Faoek said that Israel 
is indebted to ban by SI bil- 
lion and has been suggesting. 
tiuDU^ Russia and otb^ 
nflh'nriR friendly to Tran, feat it 
back tbe d^ through car- 
lying out prqects insiefe Iran, 
in ooc^ieration wife Arab con- 
tractors. 

The writer said that the offo' 
is tbe c ar rot which Israel is 
usir^ to tempt ban to start a 
dlal^ue die .Jewish 
state, a move which can only 
be m tite defrirnent of die Arab 
Nation. 

AD diat talk about Syria’s 
attempts to create a Tehran- 
Bagb^lDamascus axis as a 
response to Tbl Aviv-Ankara 
allianc e is notfaillg but a 
smoke screen to covct up for 
the Tel Aviv-Iian coomets. 
charged the writer. 

Ow of the indications that 
the Ukud government is pur- 
sumg such an endeavour wife 
ban is clear in Mr. 
N^yahu's erfedsm of 
Yrtzh^ Rabin’s open enmity 
towards Iran and Me 
Netanyahu's recent order to 
stop all propaganda cam- 
paigns against Tehran. 


The Arab lobby 
in Britain — much 
more needs to be done 


By Peter Hinchcliffe 

WHEN I last wrote I 
was in limbo: of no 
fixed abode, a bedouin 
in Britain, on my way 
from London to 
Scotland, at home in 
neither. Now, having 
settled into a hundred 
and twenty five year old 
Victorian manse 

(Scottish clergyman's 
official residence), I can 
concentrate on my new 
life as an academic 
teaching Middle East 
politics at the 
University of 

Edinburgh, which has a 
tradition of academic 
~ engagement with tbe 
Arab World going back 
230 years. 

In a previous article I 
commented on how 
inaccurate media cover- 
age tends to be in 
Britain about the Arab 
World. In most cases, it 
is not biased but wrong. 
Where there are serious 
distortions, they are not 
caused by tbe interpre- 
tations put upon events 
by Zionist spin doctors 
but by tbe inability of 
the Arabs and their 
spokesmen to explain 
their point of view in a 
way which is compre- 
hensible by (.and of 
interest to) the British 
public. 

Instinctively, in my 
experience, most people 
in the U.K. who t^e 
any interest in tbe 
Middle East (and there 
are many because of 
historic ties) are more 
sympathetic towards the 
Arabs than towards the 
Israelis. But sadly, by 
contrast, politicians, and 
therefore governments, 
appear to incline the 
other way for much of 
the time. 

This is simplybecause 
the Israeli lobby is more 
effective in the U.K. 
than the Arab one. 
British Jews (who by no 
means are all Zionists) 
are inclined to be auto- 
matically sympathetic 
towards the state of 
Israel and via their 
organisation, the Board 
of deputies of British 
Jews, exert considerable 
leverage with political 
figure.^. Jews in the 
U.K. are not os numer- 
ous as Muslims, but 
they are homogenous 
and much better organ- 
ised. British Muslims 
come from a ^at vari- 
ety of ethnic back- 
grounds. more from the 
Indian subcontinent 
than from the Middle 
East, and are not all nec- 
essarily interested in 
following events such 
as the Middle East 
peace process. TTiey are 
also represented ' by 
many hundreds of 
diverse organisations. 
Moreover, there are sev- 
eral Jewish members of 
parliament and only one 


Muslim. He is currently 
suspended from the 
Labour Party whilst 
allegations of electoral 
corruption are being 
investigated. He is 
Britain's first Muslim 
MP and it is most unfor- 
tunate that he is attract- 
ing such unfavourable 
publicity. 

Another important 
factor is that fee Israeli 
embassy in highly effec- 
tive in presenting its 
government’s policies, 
Arab embassies are 
comparatively ioeffec- 
tual. But, 1 am glad to 
say that one lobby group 
is propagating an under- 
scanding of the Arab 
world and of Arab 
issues. It is the Council 
for the Advancement of 
Arab-British Under- 
standing (CAABU). 

This organisation was 
funded in July 1967 in 
the immediate aftermath 
of the June war. ^blic 
opinion polls showed 
that 98 per cent of the 
British people were 
ignorant of the back- 
ground to tbe war. 
According to the former 
British MP David 
Watkins, anti-Arab sen- 
timent was rampant and 
this was exploited and 
encouraged by a ruth- 
less and unscrupulous 
Zionist lobby. To speak 
up for the Arabs risked 
intimidation, and parlia- 
mentarians who tried to 
criticise Israel were 
shouted down on the 
House of Commons. 

Against this back- 
ground, a group of like- 
minded people — most- 
ly politicians — got 
together to try to present 
the Arab case. Some of 
them. Christopher 
Mayhew. Denis Walters, 
Michael Adams. 

Anthony Nutting are, I 
am sure, familiar to 
many Jordanians. 
CAABU’s primary pur- 
pose. true to day as thir- 
ty years ago, is to pro- 
mote understanding and 
friendship between the 
Arab World and Britain. 
In so doing, it concen- 
trates not so much on 
promoting the Arab 
cause (although its liter- 
•atiire speaks of strong 
support for a Palestinian 
state) but on explaining 
the issues to British 
people. As part of this 
process, speakers from 
the CAABU address 
schools, public meet- 
ings, sit on panels and 
take part on radio and 
TV programmes. There 
is also a monthly meet- 
ing for members in the 
House of Commons, as 
part of its campaign to 
educate the legislators 
and. at the same time, 
provide a forum for out- 
side speakers. 

I will be talking about 
Jordan to the council at 
one of these meetings 
early next year. 


CAABU offices in 
London are an impor- 
tant resource centre for 
all those with an interest 
in the Middle East, be 
they students, journal- 
ists. researchers or an 
ordinary member of tbe 
public who wants to 
know more about devel- 
opments in the Arab 
World. 

CAABU DOW believes 
that all this activity has 
had its effect. By tbe 
time of the 1973 war, 
there had been a marked 
change in popular atti- 
tudes in Britain and 
public sympathy was 
more even banded! than 
six years before. Above 
all, there was a realisa- 
tion that the Arabs had a 
case that deserved con- 
sideration and that mili- 
taiy action, however 
undesirable, was born 
oiit of frustration and, in 
fee circumstances, was 
inevitable rather than 
wilful. 

By tbe same token, in 
the present stalemate in 
tbe peace process, i 
CAABU continues to I 
have an important role 
in continuing to educate 
the British public- (and i 
politicians) until the i 
high hopes raised by | 
Rabin’s and Arafat's 
agreement to trade land 
for peace are finally 
realised. Under the pre- 
sent Israeli government 
this seems an uphill 
task. 

So far. despite the lim- 
itation of its resources. 
CAABU has done well. 
But much more needs to 
be done. Surely fee 
Arabs can do more 
themselves. CAABU is 
a lobby for Arabs but 
not. strictly speaking, an 
Arab lobby. Like fee 
various Arab/Britisb 
friendship societies in 
the U.K. (the Anglo- 
Jordanian Society is a 
case in point) tbe mem- 
bership of CAABU is 
predominantly non* 
Arab-friends of the 
Arabs rather than Arabs 
themselves. Much more 
could be done by 
Arab guests resident in 
the U.K. (about 250,000 
at the moment) to infiti- 
ence British perceptions 
and policies. Arab 
embassies could also do 
better and would be well 
advised to study 
emulate) the meihods 
practised so effectiwly 
by the Israeli missioD- 
Or indeed by CAABU* 
Your British frien^ ^ 
do so much, but (as 
proverb has it) it 
chestnuts in the fire aw 
Arab fingers should 
help to pull them out 

The writer, a 
diplomat, was 
British ambassddorrM' 
Jordan until March. 
contributed this 
to the Jordan Tintss- -: • I 
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News 


BritEin s new Ldbour in self-congrntulEtory 
mood for pnrty conference 


Irish minister hails ‘joyous’ 
news of N. Ireland peace talks 


LONDON (AFP) — As 
Britain's new Labour pre- 
pares for its first conference 
since winning back power 
in May, Prime Minister 
Tony Blair can pride him- 
self on having turned the 
party around and made it 
the fastest growing in 
Europe. 

With the party faithful 
gatfaering in the southern 
town of Brighton for next 
week's conference, which 
promises to be a self-con- 
gratulatoiy love-in. Mr. 
Blair can show that since he 
became Labour leader over 
three years ago par^ mem- 
bership has almost doubled, 
Jrom 220,000 to 420,000. 

^‘'Already a ±ousand peo- 
ple a week are joining new 
Labour making us the 
fastest growing political 
party in Europe," ^d Mr. 
Blair in a television com- 
mercial broadcast this week 
which ends with a plea for 
more people to hop on the 
party bandw'agon. 

To those who see nothing 
surprising in people scram- 
bling to get on a w innin g 
team. Labour officials point 
out that the membership 
rush began long before the 


general election. 

The Conservative Party 
claims it has up to 300.000 
members but admits that 
membership rolls have not 
been brought up to date for 
several years. The average 
age of Tory members is 
around 65, in stark contrast 
with their 36-year-old 
leader W illiam Hague. Mr. 
Blair, 44, is closer to mem- 
bers of his own party, most 
of whom are in the 30-35 
age range. 

"Most European parties 
have had a drop in their 
membership. The British 
Labour Party is increasing,’' 
said Party Secretary Tom 
Sawyer, who gives most of 
the credit for labour's turn- 
around to Mr. Blair. 

Labour leaders are con- 
vinced that what European 
Socialist and Social Demo- 
crat parties envy most about 
Labour is the formidable 
electoral machine it put in 
place before the general 
elections. 

"I do know for a fact rhat 
all the European socialist 
parties are looking at our 
elections and what we did 
in Millbank," the Labour 
party’s campaign headquar- 


ters in London, Said 
Sawyer. 

At MiJJbank Tower, 
Labour moved into a 2^00 
square metre office where 
200 people put into practice 
electoral marketing tech- 
niques imported from the 
United States. 

The party became expert 
at using spin-doctors to 
hammer home their elec- 
toral message in the media, 
using political guinea pigs 
to test slogans and targeting 
floating voters. 

In addition. Labour had 
the services of “Excalibur,” 
a computer specifically 
programmed to supply 
within seconds counter 
arguments to any Conserva- 
tive challenges during the 
campaign. 

It will be five years before 
Britons need to go to the 
polls again, but it seems 
certain other European 
countries who have elec- 
tions sooner are likely to 
adopt the tried and tested 
methods of Labour. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The Irish Foreign Minis- 
ter has briefed the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly on the latest 
peace moves for British- 
ruled Northern Ireland, hail- 
ing the ‘joyous" news from 
Belfast 

"1 now bring you the joy- 
ous news that yesterday in 
Belfast we succeeded in 
launching substantial and 

historic all party talks in 
which the fruuie exf a peaco- 
fril and agreed Irela^ is to 
be mapped out," Foreign 
Minister Ray Buike said. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments and eight of the 10 
Ulster parties involved in tbe 
peace process signed up to a 
comprehensive agenda 
Wednesday which signalled 
tbe start of ‘’substantive’’ 
dialogue. 

”What is mxable about all 
of diese developments is that 
diey were undertaken in 
partnership between the 
Irish and British govern- 
ments," he said in a speech 
to the UJ^l. General Assem- 
bly session. 

Mr. Burite anribu^ the 
quickening of pace in nego- 
tiations to charges in b^ 
Britain and Ireland. 


But he particularly noted 
that “in Britain, there have 
been dramatic developments 
which redefine and reshape 
tbe nature of its politick! 
union." under die new 
Labour government of Tony 
Blair. 

“I believe that this sense of 
change in both islands, this 
quickening pace, will be a 
very important factor as bodi 
governments and all the par- 
ties to tbe negcaiations in 
Northern Ireland take the 
peace process forward,” he 
said. 

“More importantly, it 
means that those who form 
pan of that talks process 
have the opportunity to 
shape their future radier than 
surrender through indifier- 
ence or apathy to the inex- 
orabflity of change." Mr. 
Buike also paid tribute to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
personal involvement in 
sharing “the risks for peace." 

He stressed that both the 
British and Irish govom- 
ments, “and I believe the 
parties cunendy in die talks 
process, are detenmned that 
this process will be pursued" 
and that “there be no 
going back." 


Jordan limes, Saturday, September 27, 1997 

T^kish army kills 44 Kurdish 
rebels in northeni Iraq incursion 


(Continued from pa^ 1) 

the Iranian and Iraqi borders 
with rockets Thursday night, 
the private television channel 
NTV reported. Four PKK 
members were Idlled in an 
ensuing fight NTV said, with- 
out qxci^ing if tbere were 
casualties among the security 
fomes. 

A Turidsb foreign minisoy 
official called tbe tur and 
ground operation “limited." 

“Thikey has a renorism 
problem originatin g in nordh 
m Iraq." spokesman Sermet 
Atacanli told reporters. ‘Trom 
time to time it takes measures 
in tbe region to eliminate iL" 


He declined to say how many 
troops were involved. 

The PKK has been fighting 
the Ankara government for an 
independent Kurdish state in 
Turkey's southeast since 1984. 
Mote than 26,000 people have 
been killed only in Tiuldsh ter- 
ritory since the conflict's 
b^inning. 

Ankara says PKK rebels 
attack Turkish targets after 
infiltrating into the country 
from their northern Iraq camps. 

Ihe Tuddsh army has con- 
ducted three large-^e incur- 
sions involving more than 
30,000 troops, into northern 
Iraq since 1992. In the last mil- 
itary campaign, neariy 30,(XX) 


troops entered northern Iraq in 
May and stayed there for five 
weeks to fight the PKK. 

Tbe 'Riikisb rmlhary said it 
had killed more than 2,000 
PKK rebels in tbe May-June 
pamp flign. ‘Xhe PKK Said its 
losses were less than 200. 

Turkish authorities have 
been prev^ting the media 
from crossing the border to 
cover tbe operations since 
M^. 

Ii^ on Ihuisday urged an 
immediate withdrawal of the 
Turkish forces inside tbe coun- 
try and Iran and Greece 
denounced the incursioiL 


Israel arrests 15 Hamas members in West Bank 


(Continoed from page 1) 

leaders in Gaza, where it 
also closed down 16 wel- 
fare institutions it said sup- 
ported Hamas* “illegal 
activities." 

In related news, Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
bas refused the resignation 
of a senior aide who said he 
was responsible for the 
Palestinian National 


Authority's mistaken 
claims over Hamas tx>mb 
attacks, Palestinian sources 
said Friday. 

“Arafat met Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim Thursday and they 
reviewed his resignation, 
and in the end Mr. Arafat 
insisted he return to his post 
to continue his duties." said 
a Palestinian official who 
asked not to be named. 

Mr. Abul Rahim, consid- 


^d one of Mr. Arafat’s top 
^visers, agreed to continue 
in his position as general 
secretaiy of the PNA. the 
official said. 

He offered his resignation 
Wednesday saying he felt 
responsible for statements 
by Mr. Arafat that the sui- 
cide bombezs behind two 
recent attacks in Jerusalem 
had come from abroad, not 
the Palestinian territories. 


Netanyahu clashes with security chiefs; Israeli 
army trains for all-out war with Palestinians 


fContuaed from page 1) 

Talks between Israelis 
and the Palestinians have 
been deadlocked since 
mid-March over Israel's 
settlement policy and the 
crisis deepened after two 
multiple suicide bombings 
in Jerusalem that killed 20 
Israelis and which were 
claimed by Hamas. 

Israeli troops trained in 
the West Bank this week 
for a possible all-out war 
with the Palestinians 
including the prospect of 
Palestinians storming Jew- 
ish senJemeacs, Israel 
Radio said Friday. 

The radio repon coin- 


cides with a six-month- 
long crisis in Middle East 
peacemaking over Jewish 
settlement construction in 
the West Bank and suicide 
bombings that have killed 
20 Israelis in the last two 
monffis. 

In tbe West Bank town of 
Jenin this week, a senior 
Palestinian security offi- 
cial told Reuters: “Israeli 
forces have been training 
with helicopters, tanks and 
troops near 21 settlements 
in tbe Jenin area following 
tbe deterioration in Israeli- 
Palestinian relations." 

Israeli and Palestinian 
forces became locked in 
gunfights a year ago when 


Palestinian protests erupt- 
ed over Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
decision to punch a hole in 
a tourist tunnel near an 
Islamic holy site in 
Jerusalem. 

The clashes killed 61 
Palestinians and 15 
Israelis. 

The Israeli army has in 
the past confirmed that it 
has contingency plans for 
a major confrontation. 

“There can be no doubt 
tbe Israel Defence Forces 
PDF] are preparing for the 
worst This is based on the 
assessments of the situa- 
tion for which warnings 
have been given to tbe 


Hamas leader in ‘critical condition’ 

(Continued from page 1) Mr. Misha* al's guards and tbe leaders as well." Ml Nazal 


“All that happened was a 
quairel between the driver of 
Nir. Misha'al and two Canadi- 
an tourists who were shopping 
in Tla'a Al Ali around 11 
o'clock in tbe morning." said 
Dr. Mutawi. 

“Mr. Misha’al's driver was 
folloAing the tu’o Canadian 
tourisis, which actually pro- 
voked them and lead to a quar- 
rel. initiully b>' bands, and then 
b>' throwing stones at each 
Other which resulted of course 
in wouiKling all three of them," 
Dr. Mutawi had told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“At that momenL the police 
ani\ed at the scene and arrest- 
ed the three. Tbe>* searched the 
car of tbe tw'o tourists and 
found nothing but a wallet, no 
weapons, no sharp instruments 
or anides, nothing but the two 
wallets of the Canadian 
tourisis." the minister added. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid confirmed Dr. 
.Muiowi's account of the ind- 
dent Thursday and added that 
a lieutenant in the Palestine 
Liberation .Vmy (PLA.» imer- 
fered in the “dispute" between 


Mr. Misha* al's guards and tbe 
Canadian nationals. 

He added tbtu three of those 
who took part in the “quaner 
were anested and sent to the 
Bayadir Wadi Seer police sta- 
tion where they were inteno- 
gated. 

However, Hamas leaders 
contradicted die two ministers' 
account of the inddent and 
insisted that there was an 
attempt on the life of the 
Hamas chief. 

“The issue is not a quarrel 
witii Canadian tourists.” said 
Mohammad Nazal, a Hamas 
politbtiro member, “it was an 
assassination attempt a gainst 
Mr. Misha'al who was present 
at the scene when erne of die 
ran.nriinn< approached him 
and placed an unidendfied 
instrument on his bead.” 

He told the Jordan Times on 
Thursday that a companion of 
Mr. Misha’al and his body- 
guards moved to prevent the 
Canadian from harming ibeir 
leader. 

"Israeli securiti' agendes are 
the first to be blamed for diis 
•.mack." he said, “their objec- 
tive is mainly to create unrest 
in Jordan and to target Hamas 


leaders as wefi." Ml Nazal 

Following the inddent, Ml 
M isha'al was sent to tbe 
Islamic Hospital while one of 
his companions, who was hurt, 
was hospitalised in die 
KHMC. 

“We believe that it was a 
clear and premeditated assas- 
sination attempt against Ml 
M isha’al who was accoinpa- 
nied by his three kids," Mr. 
Nazal insisted. 

Eyewitnesses who were pre- 
sent when the quarrel started 
told tbe Jordan limes diat a 
“scufQe" occurred at the 
scene. 

“I saw two foreigners quar- 
relling with some Jor danians . I 
interfered to cool them down 
and later on took srane of diem 
to a police staticxC said Sa’ad 
Al Khatib. a liwitwianr in the 
PLA. 

Ll Khatib neither confinned 
nor denied diat the ranadians 
were carrying a “strange 
object" during the scuffle, say- 
ing that be gave his testimony 
to the police. 

Mahroraid Abdul Karim, an 
Egyptian guard at tbe buildiiig 
where tbe incident took place. 


political level in recent 
weeks,” Israel radio’s mili- 
tary coirespondent said. 

CaimeUa Menashe, tbe 
radio correspondent who is 
routinely briefed by the 
army, reported: “The IDF 
trained this week in the 
various sectors of Judea 
and Samaria [the West 
Bank] for the possibility of 
war in the territories.” 

She said soldiers trained 
for tbe possibility of 
returning to areas Israel 
had handed over to Pales- 
tinians under interim 
peace deals dating back to 
1993. 

“In the framework of the 
army response, tbe sol- 

said ihat he saw the guards of 
Mr. Misha’al quairelling with 
“foreigpeis’' and some pec^le 
nnining after each otheL 
Steve Bennet, tite Canadian 
chaige d'affaire in Amman, 
sud embassy staff had seeu 
the two r!anfldiang involved in. 
die inddent and that one of 
them had been taken to the 
hospital with minor injuries, 
Agence jEiance Ihesse quoted 
him as saying. 

He said the two “tourists" 
had been “involved in a coa- 
frontation in the stie^” but he 
did not have further de tails . 
Ihe names of tbe two Canadi- 
ans were not immediately 
available. 

Most Hamas politbuio 
members live in Jordan, 
including Ibrahim Ghosbeh 
and tbe former politburo chief 
MLAfauMaizoi^ 

Mr. hfisha’al took over Ml 
A bu Maizouk’s post after the 
Hamas chief was detained fix 
violating immigration laws in 
the Uni^ States. 

Tbe alleged attack against 
Mr. Misha’al came in less than 
four days of an attack against 
two Israeli embassy officials, 
for which a (aevirasly 
unknown organisation elaimed 
responsibility from Lebanon. 


diets trained for the possi- 
bility of returning to *A' 
areas, the areas of the 
Palestinian [National] 
Authority, and the occupa- 
tion of main points in the 
West Bank, including 
preparations for the imple- 
mentation of a new mili- 
tary administration." the 
radio reported. 

“Tbe soldiers trained for 
a scenario in which the 
Palestinians would occupy 
settlements [and] set fire 
to Joseph's tomb," she said 
in a reference to a holy site 
guarded by Isr^li soldiers 
in Che West Bank. 


Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

The Al Hussein Society 
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tural CenW . 
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Tick^ 
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at 7.00 PA 
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Israel dismisses criticism of settlement; PNA continues crackdown on Hamas 

(Continued from page 1 ) .Also 00 Ihuisday. the Arab anested seven Hamas membeis denvn, saying die campaigD was 

I jaoiig the US. ovenu^it in a swe^ Much bas desiipyiDg the infrastructure oi 

European Union (EU'J stale- impose sanenons and fieere aid so far arrested at le^ 27 man- ^ Palestinian pec^de, not 

meni condemning the latest to Israel following their beisofthemfliiantgroiipinthe 

newbuildino announcement of further settle- West Bank tewn of Nabhis ^ 

not. while the merit bmlding. smoe Wbdnesday, sectehy . 

peace process is in vny. ver>‘ ‘The United States must sources said. first and toremost. not Hamas, 

great danser, lake steps ^ are realise that there is no pomlcrit- On 'Ihuisday, Palestinian said a spokesman for the mili- 

[vovocative," Mr. Giirac said. icUing Israel and that it is time security fixues launched dieir tant grot^), Abdul Aziz RantisL 

"It's dear that any measures to impose sanctions on the largest ever crackdown aga^ Israeli officials played down 
that tend now to create new con- Israeli govemraeni." said Said Hamas’s infiastnicoiie, dosing tte canroagn, sayine they woe 
stTwaion are fell In- the Pales- KamaL Arab League deputy down 16 welferc assoeianoos ^ 

tinians to be prov-ocative and, secretary general for Palestinian run by tbe group and anestuig aa touviuiw uc ri^ w^ 

therefore, lead each time 10 affairs. several of riskadeisunbe Gaza meet Israeli demands that it 

more of the "If this [Israeli] government Strip. uproot Hamas from self-rule 

process." he continues with its sealemeni 'Ihe PNA lau n ch ed the offen- areas, die central Israeli condi- 

The EU Thuisdav called policies, the United States sive after Israel identified feur |Jqq. foj. tymrimiing jhe peace 

Israeli plans to build e.\tra should suspend all its aid to men from a town near Nablus pjo^egs. 

Jewidi settlement units next to a Israel to force this extremist and as among the suicide bombers . . 

West Bank Yemeni a “coun- riehi-wing government to who conducted two attacks m 

toTTOductive move" for the change tack,” he added. Jerusalem on July 30 and Sept or if fte Palestimaos are once 

Middle East peace process. The Levy- Abbas talks, which 4. kiUing 20 Israelis. more fisOowing a revolving- 

“Itnmsiberiskofdfisiiov'ing Ms. Albright is to chair, ^ Palesriniap President Yasser door policy,” said Netanyahu 
the minimum level of confi- e-qsecied to address Palestinian Arafat previously resisted U.S. gide Dancy Naveh, lefeamg to 

(fence that must exist for the demands for a halt in settlement and IsiaeU pressure for a complaints dial Ml 

ponies 10 negodae a definitive building oiri Israeli inlands widesea^eo^ agamstHaaB^ Arafel had in the past anested 

stduiion." said Luxerabouis for a Rilestiman crackdown on s^mg die bombas bad come ^ 

Ktnarism. finra abroad. ^me^onlyratelease 

fof d 3 e EL’ Doii»crininn fmccs Hamas Condemned tfac CTacK- mem soon aitCL 



.Also 00 'Thursday, the Arab 
League demanded the US. 
impose sanctions and fiee^ aid 
to Israel following their 
announcement of further sotle- 
mem building. 

“The United States must 
realise that ihoe is no point crit- 
icising Israel and that it is time 
to impose sanctions on the 
Israeli government." said Said 
KamaL Arab Le^e deputy 
secretaiy general for Palestinian 
affairs. 

“If this [Israeli] government 
continues with its settlemeni 
policies, the United States 
should suspend all its aid to 
Israel to force this exiremist and 
right-wing ^)veninieDt to 
change tack.” he added. 

The Levy- Abbas talks, which 
Ms. Albright is to chair, are 
e-qiscied to address Palestinian 
(Jemands for a halt in settlement 
building and Israeli demands 
for a Pilestinian crackdown on 
lenorism. 

Palestinian secuiiy forces 




anested seven Hamas membeis 
ovemj^ in a swe^ which bas 
sofaranest6datle^27man- 
beis of the militant group in the 
West Bank tewn of Nabhis 
since Wednesday, security 
sources saicL 

Oa 'Ihuisd^, Palestinian 
security f<»ces launched dieir 
largest ever crackdown against 
Hamas's infiastnicoiie, clasmg 
down 16 welfore associations 
niQ by the group and aoesting 
several of its leadecs in the Gaza 

Strip. 

The PNA latmched the offen- 
sive after Israel identified fcHir 
men from a town near Nablus 
as among the stHddft bombas 
who coiiducted two attacks in 
Jerusalem on July 30 and Sept 
4. kfiling 20 Israelis. 

Palestinian Preridem Yassa 
Ara&t previously resisted U.S. 
and Isradi pressure for a 
widescale move against Hamas, 
saying die bombas bad come 
fr^ abroad. 

Hamas condemned tbe cradc- 
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World’s poor fear a high price for free markets 



HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The world's poorest nations 
fear iheir desperate need for 
aid may be ignored, forcing 
them to pay a high price for 
the free market economies 
advocated at global mone- 
tary talks in Hong Kong. 

World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn told Che 
international communi^' 
Thursday to “act now” in 
the fight against poverty at 
the closing session of the 
talks. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said the 
focus on turmoil in Asia 
made it “regrett^dile that 
African governors leave 
here with the feeling that 
progress in their countries 
is somehow on the back 
burner in our kitchen.” 

‘it is not,” he added. 

Richer countries have . 
underscored the benefits of 
global flows of capital, 
freer economies and the 
fight against corruption- 
during annual meetings of 
the World Bank and 
Internationa Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

But poorer nations com- 
plain the belief in free flows 
of capital, which the IMF is 
to take on as part of its 
mandate afier winning 
backing in Hong Kong, is 
eroding the provision of 
ofilcial aid. 

Developing nations in 
Asia and Africa, while 
understanding the need for 
freer markets, add that they 
may be left at the mercy of 
the huge private funds that 
have rocked South Easf 
Asia if such reform is 
pushed too fast. 

China launched the devel- 
oping nations' agenda at the 
start of the meetings Tues- 
day, with Premier Li Peng 
attacking the West for disre- 


garding developing nations 
after winning the cold war. 

“If the istemational com- 
munity wants to concen- 
trate on developing die 
economy in a peaceful and 
tranquil environment, then 
it cannot afford to ignore 
the reasonable demands of 
the developing countries." 
he said. 

It must attend to their 
concerns over finance, debt, 
trade, environment and 
poverty issues, he said, 
attacking wealthy nations 
for inteifering in the affairs 
of the less developed. 

Financial policy makers 
from Afiica and South Asia 
bemoaned the tapering off 
of official development md 
in addresses to joint meet- 
ings here of the World Bank 
and IMF. 

Africa said its debt bur- 
den was growing weightier 
and warned that a World 
Bank and IMF relief 
scheme must not be tied 
down by too many strings. 

“Africa’s debt burden has 
worsened, even though sev- 
eral African countries have 
benefited from various 
debt-relief schemes.” 
Ethiopian Finance Minister 
Ahmad Sufian charged. 

Bangladesh Finance Min- 
ister Shah Kibria lamented 
trends in flows of official 
development aid in which 
the total pool of such 
resources had remained 
steady in real terms despite 
higher needs. 

The belief that a dramatic 
rise in coital flows eased 
the need for aid. ‘ignored 
the reality of the market 
place, be said, adding that 
poor countries — excluding 
China and India — received 
only 3.4 per cent of total 
private capital flows to 
developing countries. 


According to the World 
Bank, official development 
assistance come to SS5 bil- 
lion last year, when private 
capital flows were estim^- 
ed at S245 billion. 

Pakistan's finance minis- 
ter. Saitaj Aziz, insisted that 
“private capital flows are no 
substitute to concessional 
assistance — the former are 
directed towards profitable 
commercial ventures in fast 
growing economies while 
the latter are needed for 
building human capital and 
for alleviating poverty in a 
large number of low 
income nations.” 

The IMF and World Bonk 
should "‘rely to the greatest 
extent feasible on the 
judgement of members as 
to pace” of market opening. 
Mr. Aziz added. 

It was clearly good for 
developing couDtries to 
attract private capital, Mr. 
Aziz said, but it also left 
them vulnerable to “the 
volatile judgements and 
aggressive activities of for- 
eign portfolio managers.” 
he added. 

Indian Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Chakravarchy Ran- 
garajan called on ^ IMF 
to change the way it calcu- 
lates the voting power of its 
members because develop- 
ing countries were missing 
out. 

An agreement reached 
here to increase the IMF's 
capital base, while wel- 
come. meant that “regret- 
tably the voting share of 
developing countries has 
declin^ in the process.” 
Mr. Rangarajan said. 

The World Bank warned 
poor nations in return that 
corruption was a “signifi- 
cant impediment” to growth 
that drove away investors 
and forced the poor to pay 


the highest price. 

“A growing body of evi- 
dence ... shows corruption 
in devloping countries is 
indeed a significant impedi- 
ment, both to private invest- 
ment and to the way in 
which the lives of ordinary 
people are aiftected.” said 
Masood Ahmad, director of 
poverty reduction and eco- 
nomic management. 

'"It is the poor who pay 
the greatest price for cor- 
ruption ... they are most 
likely to be affected by it,” 
Mr. Ahmad said. 

Mr. Wolfensohn Thurs- 
day urged the international 
community to “act now” in 
the fight against poverty in 
his message to the end of 
annual financial talks here. 

“Let's not wait let's try 
and focus on the issues now 
because waiting doesn't 
help.” Mr. Wolfensohn s^d 
in his concluding remaiics 
at the end of annual meet- 
ings of the World Bank and 
IMF. 

The bank had a “real 
sense of urgency on pover- 
ty,” he said, adding: “As 
leaders of all sections of the 
world, we just have to act 
now.” 

Mr. Wolfensohn ended 
Che meetings the way he 
began by emphasising the 
fight against poverty. He 
has called the gap between 
rich and poor a "time 
bomb” and has uiged a 
fresh assault on global 
poverty. 

In the next three decades, 
with the world's population 
growing by 80 n^on a 
year, the number of people 
living with less than S2 a 
day could rise from three to 
five billion, he said, 

Mr. Wolfensohn ‘said 
o±er priorities were the 
vital issues of education 


and health, adding the 
World Bank was trying to 
re^y "engage in this fight” 
with a "medium-term com- 
mitment." 

At a news conference 
shortly before the closing 
session. Mr. Wolfensohn 
described the annual meet- 
ings as "remarkably suc- 
cessful” and hailed them as 
a showcase of Asia's eco- 
nomic progress. 

“I think that we were able 
to open up the issues that 
we were concerned about” 
he said, citing the issue of 
poverty and the need to 
include the poor in the 
process of economic devel- 
opment 

“Most significantly we 
were able to point out the 
impoitance of holding these 
meetings here in Hong 
Kong both to demonstrate 
the remarkable achieve- 
ments of Asia ... and the 
reality of the currency situ- 
ation,” Mr. Wolfensohn 
said. 

He said the financial cri- 
sis in South East Asia 
reminded “us all that there 
are some problems that 
appear from time to time in 
the growth path and we 
have to be ready to deal 
with them.” 

But Mr. Wolfenson was 
cool to a regional initiative, 
backed by Japan, to set up a 
fund to bail out economies 
which run into trouble. 

“I personally don't see a 
substantial basis for the 
individual fund.” Mr. 
Wolfensohn said. 

The IMF already fulfilled 
the purpose for which the 
fund has been proposed, he 
said, adding, however, that 
it was up to the IMF and the 
initiators to discuss it 

‘It's not part of our man- 
date and nor indeed are we 


involved in current discus- 
sions. It is unlikely I think 
that the bank would partici- 
pate because it is a regional 
activity and so I don’t think 
there is a call for fimds on 
behalf of the bank for thaC 
the World Bank chief 
added. 

South East Asian coun- 
tries. their financial markets 
assailed by relentless tuibu- 
lence since Thtdland floated 
its currency on July 2, 
agreed with the United 
States to engage in a dia- 
logue over the concept 

The IMF and some West- 
ern countries have 
expressed reservations that 
a regional fund may under- 
cut the strict criteria 

attached to IMF economic 
assistance. 

The World Bank chief 
said the Thai crisis indicat- 
ed that the “system works 
and we were able to come 
together, both in terms of 
funding and financial assis- 
tance to the Thai govern- 
ment'' which secured a 
$17.2 billion rescue pack- 
age. 

He said the bank bad 
received a strong endorse- 
ment of its fight ag ains t 
corruption, but stressed that 
the task of fighting bribery 
was primarily that of gov- 
ernments. 

“The bank is not a gov- 
ernment, it is a financial 
institution. Where there are 
governments that are inter- 
ested in greater regulation, 
greater transparency, we are 
able to be very helpful. And 
where we are not we keep 
raising questions.” he 
added. 


Greater state role in economy, but no Soviet yoke — Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has sig- 
nalled a stufl away from pure 
market reforms, calling for a 
“new economic order” with a 
greater slate role in the econ- 
omy, but ruling out a return to 
Soviet-style planning. 

He also moved to shore up 
the position of the young 
reformers in his cabinet, 
warning the country's power- 
ful bai^ not to throw their 
weight around in the row 
over Russia’s controversial 
privatisation programme. 

“At the dawn of the 
reforms, the only force capia- 
ble of overcoming the deep 
crisis was a free and powerful 
market," Mr. Yeltsin told the 
opiening of the upp>er cham- 
ber of piarliament. the Federa- 
tion Council. 

“To move towards solid 


economic growth, economic 
freedom Is not enough. We 
need a new ecoaomic order," 
he said, adding: “Everyone 
agrees that to^ we must 
Increase the role of the state 
in the economy, and we are 
working in t^ direction, 
prudently. 

“This is not a retura to the 
era of the Gosplan and 
Gossnab (the Soviet-era state 
body for supplies), it is a 
return of the state to a 
thought-out economic strate- 
gy." he said. 

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais, a leading 
cabinet reformer, said Mr. 
Yeltsin's comments did “not 
mean that the state will 
increase its own propjerty in 
the economy. That would be 
stupid.” 


Speaking on the sidelines 
of a meeting of the World 
Bank and International Mon- 
etary Fund, Mr. Chubais, who 
is also finance minister, said 
. the government wanted to be 
“the only institution that can 
introduce the rules of the 
game.” 

Mr. Yeltsin also called Rus- 
sia's pKiwerfuI business lobby 
to order, sa}ring: “Large cor- 
px>rations have appeared, 
concentrated in private 
hands. The state will not tol- 
erate any attempts by busi- 
nesses to put pressure on it. 

"Busiaessraen must serve 
society and work for the ben- 
efit of Russian citizens,” not 
the other way around, he said. 

Earlier this month Yeltsin 
summoned to the Kremlin sbc 
leading bankers who 
launched a series of bitter 


attacks on the president's 
reforoiUt cabineL after losing 
out iaa-series of lucrative pri- 
vatisation deals. 

Mr. Chubais and First 
Depu^ Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov in August accused 
the bankers, who financed 
Mr. Yeltsin's reelection cam- 
paign last year but lost out in 
a series of high-profile pri- 
vatisalioQS. of attempting to 
“determine the direction” of 
the country. 

Mr. Yeltsin told the Federa- 
tion Council the state trea- 
sury would be ofierational 
from 1998. with ail federal 
accounts held there and not in 
the private sector “authorised 
banks.'' 

Central Bank Chairman 
Sergei Dubinin in July 
charged that speculation 1^ 
several commercial banks 


handling federal budget 
funds had cheated the gov- 
ernment of more than $4C0 
million. 

Mr. Yeltsin warned that 
payment delays by authorised 
banks would in future be 
severely punished, and their 
contracts put out to tender. 

He also proposed an 


amnesQr for people keeping 
large sums of money abroad 
illegally, proposing a 10-15 
per cent j^e if they repatriat- 
ed the funds. 

Officials put tax fraud in 
1996 at $23 billion — almost 
half the $58 bUlion in rev- 
enues projected in the 1998 
federal budget. 






'-'i 


Dajani Jewellers IS So. 
:g&DA TANI 

••• tJ ewellers 


A Predous World Of Gold And Gems. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Ms. Parte 
5 — Hawkins Day 
10 Fi^ drink 

14 — , and away! 

15 St^wm 

16 Square 

17 Land: abbr. 

18 Concentrate 

19 Vaccine 
discoverer 

20 Goes ’a-choo' 
22 Finery 

24 Place 

25 Netherlands 
town 

26 Crunchy 
29— Trail 

33 Handsome men 

34 Moment 

37 The Greatest” 
36 Sports stadnjm 
39— agun 

40 RoasUng stick 

41 Caviar base 

42 Composer Jule 

43 Actor McQueen 

44 Printing goofs 

46 Conductor 

47 Hose problems 

49 Tolerate 

50 Florklaeity 
53 Range of 

hearing 

57 Summer fruit 

58 Additional 

60 Put oiA of sight 

61 Ma. ietiers 

62 Driving test 
maneuver 

63 Actoreinger, 
Burt — 

64 Printing 
(firecrion 

65 Bennett and 
Randan 

66 — moss 
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DOWN 

1 Boring routtnes 

2 Unwrap 

3 ConMent 

4 Aspen 
relaxation 

5 Before first and 
pin 

6 Went up 

7 Last mo. 


8 Harden against 

9 Lei up on 

10 Operiing word? 

11 Biiptical 

12 Take-out 
restaurant 

13 He wrote 14y 
Vfey" 

21 RHs around 
23 Indiana city 

26 Muridane task 

27 Gossip's subject 
28— sanctum 

30 Hung open 

31 Mrs. Popeye? 

32 Saltpeter 

34 Bliss 

35 Hotel 

36 Enemy 

39 Be conspicuous 

40 Spacecraft 

42 Astound 

43 Char 

45 Noah's landing 
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01997 Tribune Maoia Sw4eu, Ine. 
All nghts resaniBtf. 


46 Memorizes 
48 — voce 


49Ukebant»m 54 Hub of activity 

breath 55 Ancient theaters 

50 Work of 56 Screen or add 

51 Take five end 

52 Bowling alley 59 Attila. for one • 


Peanuts 


P55T,ANDY! 
I'VE COME 
TO HELP YOU 
ESCAPE.. 



Andy Capp 
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STOP W^RRYiNG, 
PdaCV, AND START 
6EUEVIN9IN 
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HOROSCOPE V 

forecast for SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 27. 1997 ] ' 
By Unda C Black, Tribune Media Services, inc. 


AMES: 

(March 21 to April 19) Let the other perron ran with the ball 
Actually, it’s more Ukelv tactful negotiations that are reqwred. Yod'r 
apeiwn of action, t«i hold off. Wail until you get the go^hadfi^ 
a person with greater diplomatic skills and you’ll be more success- 
ftiL 


TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20j There's more than enough to keep you Iju^, If 
you’re feeling overwhelmed, ask a dhzani mentor for advice. Hi 
person's too fer away to do the job. but he or she can yoy 
courage. The problem is that things keep changng. Start by be]^ 
die others make a decision. 


GEMIM: 

cMay 21 to June 21) You’re evoi luckier thw j'ou were yesteitfc^, 
^id that's saying a lot! You're also charming, oeative and daned 
good i«v»frino Try to keep them horn fighting over your attention. 
Don't let them spend too much money ou you, either. Be a cafamng 
influence. 


MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) You oi:q' feel like staying in hiding roost of die 
day. That may not be possible, but at least you can retreat imo youf 
sanctum sanctorom tooighL There's too much ocHifoskn there, toa 
Let a loved one console you with talk of how nice h uriU be. Your 
sweetie will be righL you mmoirow. 


LEO: 


(July 22 to August 21 ) You're gening smaner and smarter. Doa't let 
h go to your head Instead, find more ways to have it go into >'our 
pockefoook. It‘s good to manifest more of your talents, of course. Do 
it in a way that’s marketable and you'll also make your future more 
secure, while baviog fun. 


VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) Tbe danger isn't past It’s getting 
worse. Ibnqxatioos are on every side, ft's so hard for you to stick to 
ite soaight and narrow. Lucidly, you have a wise to ffst you 
couiisel and advice. This fiaeod can be oounied on ibr a swift kick in 
the right diiection, too. Make cootacL 


LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22} Again, you sparide and shine. Petrie 
want to be near you. They want you to help them solve their disputes. 
They want you to give them the benefit of your wisdom, sodi^ can 
new insighL How to reach them all? Maybe you ought to stet 
writing a book. 


SCORnO: 

(October 23 to November 21) Continue to keep most of what you 
know to yourself. The tenqjtation to ceD all will be great If you're in 
a priv^ setting witii people you tnisL that’s OK. You may leant 
TTKxe if vtMi lisfoo. howeven You already knew what you krtow. Firid 
out whta else is going tro. 


SAGITIARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) You can get just about aiQrtiiing 
through your network of friieads. Lee them know what you wanL 
You're airo figuring out new ways to do h yourself You can save lots 
of Tooney by ftting stuff that's breken. That may be necessary later 

ronighL 


CAPRICORN: 

(l>m3]ber 22 fo January 20 1 Thete's defimtdy a need fo take action, 
but wbaifo do first? Should you fixus on your career or what's gcririg 
on at borne? The queer will demand anention durin|; the raid^e of 
the day. If you’re not anted in then, you could su^ a major setback. 


AQUARaiS: 

(January 21 toFebniary l9)You'rebeing enticed ro try things you've 
always wanted to do. It'll so fescinating! WhlL reality will play a role 
in your dedskuMnakiag. One thing requires more education and 
another requires you finish an old assignment first These are double. 
PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) Don't feel like a victim. Actually, yoii 
have more control dian you pfcfoably realise. Start by paying rnonql 
you owe. That always makes you feel better. Then, get into coDver- 
sadon wife the lender. This person is in the mood to compromise. 
Don't be wishy-washy. St^ your case boldly. 


Biithstoue of SepCembeR Sapphire — LtqMS LaznK 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Sometimes I feel like I ordered my 
husband from a TV infomercial 
at 3:00 in the morning.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM 
by Hmrt AmoW and MUw 


Unscramble t ho s e tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to toim 
four ordinary words. 


BELL 


Sorry, Smitheia, bul 
we'ie cutting staff 

I 


n 


01 V7 Mue UMk SfAoi, ku. 

AinyaRorvM 


PYPIN 

m 


BLONGO 

"n — 



REZIF 

5 







WHeRE THE COM- 
FANV POWNSIZiNg 
PUT 'THE MANA&^ 


Now arrange the drded teteis^ 
form the surprise answer, as w 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^”"--^v‘ [TXTrn ’’ nrn 3- 

(Answers 

\teierdays 1 Awrbtes: VIXEN ENSUE-'MARVEL ABACUS 
Answer: What he ended up with when he broke W- 
anWe before the dance - A “LAME" EXCUSE 
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Z7.S. wnto off last 
portion ofjordan^s debt 

** JAWAD ANANI, on behalf of the 
government, and Wesley Egan, on 
behalf of the United States govern- 
ment, Thursday signed the third and 
last agreement which cancelled $63.4 
million of Jordanian debt to the U.S. 
The a^eement was in line with the 
U.S. pledge in 1994 to cancel a total 
of $700.4 million of the Kinadom's 
debt 

The first agreement, which was 
signed in September 1994, covered 
the cancellation of about $220 mil- 
lion and the second signed in Sep- 
tember 1994 wrote off 5417 million. 
Jordan was not asked to pay any 
amount to cover the last $^.4 mil- 
lion portion, w'hich was cancelled in 
the mird agreement signed Thursday. 

Dr. Anani, deputy prime minister 
for development affairs, described 
the write off of the last tranche of 
debt as “a prwf of U.S. support for 
Jordan's role in achieving peace and 
maintaining stability in the region." 
He appreciated the U.S. stand for its 
efforts to reschedule the Jordanian 
debt to the Paris Club. 

Dr. Anani expected a U.S. decision 
over the coming few d^s concerning 
the U.S. aid to Jordan for the coming 
period (A1 Ra'i). 


Exports to Iraq to 
exceed $450m in ^97 

** "OUR EXPORTS to Iraq this year 
will exceed $450 million," Industry, 
Trade and Supply Minister Hani 
Mulki told businessmen and traders 
in Aqaba Thursday. He said that 
cooperation between the government 
and the private sector has brought 
good results in the balance of trade. 
The minister indicated that statistics 
for the first seven months of this year 
show an increase in exports by nine 
per cent (A1 Ra*i). 

Exports, imports 
through Aqaba rise 

** EXPORTS THROUGH the port of 
Aqaba increased during the first 
seven months of this year as they 
totalled 4,215.634 tonnes compared 
to 3,977,752 tonnes during the first 
seven months of last year. Imports 
were also higher as they reached 
6,751,411 tonnes compai^ to 
6,626,819 tonnes. Tlie activity of ves- 
sels and passengers through the port 
was higher in 1996 as they reacned 
27,350 vessels and 1,107,343 passen- 
gers. In 1990. the activity was reflect- 
ed by 2,222 vessels and 860,385 pas- 
sengers (A1 Aswaq). 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gemsdealers.Unique designs inl8k Gold • • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 
Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax;- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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30% larger. 
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20x30oms 
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Sonics ship Kemp to Cavs 
as part of three-way deal 


SEATTLE tAFP) — 
Disgruntled superstar for- 
ward Shawn Kemp got bis 
wish Thursday when the 
SuperSonics traded him to 
the Qeveiand Cavaliers as 
part of a three-way deal 
involving Milwaukee. 

Kemp goes to the 
Cavaliers. who also 
acquired veteran point 
gumd Sherman Douglas 
horn the Bucks. Milwaukee 
obtained guard Terrell 
Brandon, forward Tyrone 
Hill and a conditional first- 
round draft pick from 
Cleveland and sent forward 
ViD Baker to the Sonics m 
complete the deal. 

Kemp's days in Seattle 
appeared numbered in early 
June, when he announced 
he would never play for die 
Sonics again. 

The 27-year-old Kemp, 
who made $3.3 million this 
season, was upset with his 
salary situation ail year. He 
sat out three weeks before 
reporting to t rainin g camp 
and he missed or was late 
for a h^dfol of practices 
and team trips, despite the 
assurances of Sonics owner 
Barry Ackerley that his 
contract would be reworked 
as soon as possible. 

On March 30. Kemp was 
taken out of the shirt^g 
lineup for four games for 
missing a team flight and 

E ractice the previous day. 
le was also benched and 
fined an undisclosed 
amount by coach George 
Karl for not infonning the 
team he would miss a prac- 
tice on April 4. 

Before missing the prac- 
tice, Kemp reputedly met 
with his teammates and 
said his behavior was 
affected by personal mat- 
ters. 

KarU who has feuded 
with players in the past, 
said l^mp had to improve 
his level of profossional- 
ism. 

Kemp averaged 18.7 

r oints and 10 rebounds in 
1 games for Seattle, which 
won the Pacific Division 
(S7-1S), but was eliminated 
in seven games by Houston 
in the conference semis. 

He was the third-b^est 
paid player on the Sonics 
but apparently was upset 
that center Jim McBvaine, 
who averaged 3.8 points 
and four rebounds per 
game, made S3 million in 
the first year of a seven- 
year. S33 million fiee 7 agent 
deal signed before the sea- 
son. 

Kemp completed the sec- 
ond year of a seven-year 
extension he signed in 1993 
which calls for a $14.6 mil- 
lion balloon payment in the 
2002-03 season. However, 
under the rules of 
NBA's collective bargain- 
ing agreement, contracts 
cannot be renegotiated until 
the third year is complete. 

Unlike Seattle, the Cavs 
have the cap room to meet 



u. / - V, 



Shawn Kemp 

Kemp's salary demands. 

A ^t-round iHCk of the 


Sonics in 1989 despite 
never playing at the colle- 
giate level, Itemp raised his 
averages for points and 
rebounds in each of bis first 
seven seasons. But he has 
been criticized for diplay- 


mg an unmature affi Tu d e, 

In 1993-96, he helped 
lead Seattle to its first 
sqspearance in the NBA 
Finals in 17 years and aver- 
aged 23.3 points and 10 
rebounds 

as the Somes extended 
the Chicago Bulls to six 
games. 

“I chink Shawn has 
matured quite a bit in the 
last fow years.” said 
Cleveland president Wayne 
Embry. "We gave up two 
very good players to 
acquire a player of this 
stature. We're very excited 
about it. 

"In Shawn, we get a guy 
that DOC only gets on the 
glass and can rebound, but 
he's a tremendous finisher. 
He's also a tremendous 


shot-block», which gives 
us a new dimensioiL He’s a 
player that we've had our 
on, and he's still rela- 
tively young." 

The 27-^ear-old Brandon 
is a two-tune All-Star who 
led the Cavs in scoring last 
season at 19.3 points per 
game. He also averaged 6.3 
assists and just under 4.0 
rebounds while shooting 
43.8 per cent from the field 
and 37.4 per cent from 
three-point range. 

Brandon's scoring aver- 
age has increased in each of 
the last four seasons and his 
490 assists in 1996-97 were 
a career high. 

Hill was Cleveland’s 
leading lebounder last sea- 
son at 9.9 per game. He 
also averaged 12.9 points in 
74 games and was second 
in ^ leading in shooting 
percentage at 60 per cent. 

In Baker, the Sonics get a 
solid return for Kemp. The 
power forward has bran an 
AU-Star each of the last 
three seasons. The eighth 


overall pick in the 1993 
draft, Baker was second on 
the Bucks in scoring with 
21.0 points per game while 
leading the team in 
rebounding at 10.3 per con- 
test 

Baker was one of only 
four play«s in the NBA to 
average at least 20 points 
and 10 rebounds. The oth- 
ers were Patrick Ewing of 
the New York Knicks. <^s 
Webber of the Washington 
Wizards and Shaquille 
O'Neal of the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

"I think in a lot of ways, 
our mental health got better 
today,” said Karl. "1 think 
.there are very few players 
in basketball that can go 20 
and 10. and Shawn Kemp is 
one of those players. 

"But I also believe Vin 
Bsdter is one of those play- 
ers." 

Douglas 31 joins his 
fourth team. In 79 games 
with the Bucks last season, 
he averaged 9.7 points and 
3.4 assists. 


Bordeaux 

down 

Marseille 

2-0 

PARIS (AFP) — Bordeaux 
scored an im^vessive 2-0 
victwy over Marseille in a 
I^nch League matc h 
Thuisday night, demon- 
strating how badly the 
losers need the strike- 
power of their newly- 
sigx^ ttahan intematioDal 
Fabiizio Ravandli. 

Marseille signed 

Rava&elli from English 
club Middlesbrough earlier 
in the day and be is expect- 
ed to make his debut at 
home to Toulouse next 
w«ek. 

Sharp ‘ finishm o was the 
key Bordeaux's vicfory 
with liliao Laslandes scor- 
I ing bis fiftii goal of the 
championship in the 10th 
minntft, collecting a clever 
through-ball from Johan 
Micoud, beating the offside 
trap and hammering the 
ball into the roof of the net. 

It was the filth league 
goal of (he season for 
Laslandes, but he limped 
off the pitch just a minute 
later. 

Marsmlle hit the post 
through Xavier Gravelaine 
and squandered several 
other chances before 
Bordeaux made it 2-0 with 
a decisive strike through 
veteran forward Jean- 
Pieire j^in after 64 min- 
utes. 

The victory in front of a 
crowd of 20,800 saw 
Bordeaux move into third 
spot behind Metz and Paris 
St Gennain and left mid- 
t^le Marseille still lookiiig 
for the away league win 
that eluded them thoughout 
last year and so far this 
year. 

Lens moved up the table 
to fourtii ahead of Friday’s 
matches with a 3-1 win 
away to L)on. 

Frederic Dehu put Lens 
following a corner in the 
19tb minute and Yohan 
Ladior. vdtii a clever head- 
er, and Stei^iane Ziani, 
with a fierce drive, then put 
the result beyond doubt 
with goals either side of 
halfrime. 

Alain Caveglia reduced 
the deficit, but injury-rav- 
aged Lyon foiled to make 
sxty further breaktiuoughs 
despite having several 
goc^ chances, much to the 
disappointment of dieir 
17,000 home crowd. 

The remaining seven 
ninth-iound matches will 
all be lidayed on f^day 
night 


Jordan limes, Saturday, September 27, 


African Nations Cu 


Burkina Faso to face 
Cameroon in opener 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) — Host nation 
Burkina Faso will face Cameroon in the 
tournament opener of the 1998 AfocM 
Nations Cup foUlowing Thursday night’s 
draw. 

Burkina Faso and Cameroon were drawn 
with Algeria and Guinea in Group A of the 
16-natioD tournament, which will be played 
from February 7-28 in the landlocked West 
African country. 

Defending champions South Africa were 
drawn in Group C along with An^la. the 
Ivory Coast and Namibia and will open 
against Angola. 

Group B comprises four-time winners 
Ghana, Tunisia. Togo and DR Congo, while 
Group D will be contested by Zambia, 
Morocco, Egypt and Mozambique. 

Nigeria are notable absentees, having 
been barred from the preliminary rounds 
afrer refusing to defend the tide last year 


because of political differences with 
South Africa. 

The winners and runners-up in eacb 
will advance to the knockout phase 
tourhamem first staged 40 years 
Khartoum. 

Ouagadougou hosts two groups, ^ 

A and B. while South Africa will playi 
three first-round matches in B 
Dioulasso. a town .^20km south-west 
capital. 

The draw; 

Group A : Burkina Faso. Cameiooii, 
Algeria, Guinea 

Group B : Ghana. Tunisia. Togo. RO 
Congo 

Group C : South Africa. Angola, Ivory 
Coast, Namibia 

Group D : Zambia, Moixhxo, Egypt 
Mozambique. 
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Philippoussis wins in Toulouse 

TOULOUSE (AFP) — Australian Mark Philippoussis 
struggled to a three-set win over Frenchman Lionel Roux 
on Thursday night to advance to the last eight of the 
Toulouse ATP Tour touroament Philippoussis. the defend- 
ing champion and third seed, beat Roux 6-3. 6-7 (3/7). 6- 
3 in Ihr 44mins and has a clear path to the final a^r two 
other seeds tumbled out German power-server Alex 
Radulescu and Frenchman Amaud Clement both scored 
surprise victories over seeded players in the second round. 
Ra^lescu, ranked 77th in the world, downed sixth-seeded 
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro 6-2. 6-3 while Clement, | 
ranked 172nd, ousted fifrh-seeded Swede Magnus Larsson 
7-6 (11/9). 3-6, 6-4. Philippoussis will face Clement in the 
quarter-finals. 

Nigerian coach sacked 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigerian national team coach Philippe 
Troussier. who led his team in qualifying for the I99S 
World Cup. was sacked by the national federation on 
Thursday for failing to agree to contractual conditions. 
Troussier h^ led the Super Eagles since March 1 but the 
federation ended bis reign afrer be refused to agree to 
working conditions spelt out in a letter he was sent by the 
federation late last month. Alibougfa these conditions were 
not nude dev, it qjpeais one of his objections was hav- 
ing to name a team to the federation technical committee 
24 hours before each match. The Nigerian federation 
nonetheless praised Troussier for his contribution. A writ- 
ten statement said: “We thank ntilippe Troussier for the 
successful completion of the quali^ng series". It added 
that, complying with a clause in his contract, he would be 
paid a bonus of $30, (XX) for taking the Super Eagles to the 
World Cup finals. Nigeria are to immediately advertise for 
a replacement 

Blomqvist destined for Parma 

MILAN (AFP) — Swedish interDational Jesper Blomqvist 
is set to join Parma from fellow Serie A club AC Milan. 
Midfielder Blomqvist has not been able to win a regal ar 
starting spot at the strong Milan club and will cost Parma 
around $6 milli on- the Milan club announced Thursday 
night 

Man United face Leeds 

I LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United will talre a step 
closer to a friil-strengtb line-up at Leeds on Saturday with 
Ole Guimar Solskjaer and Ryan Giggs battling for a start- 
ing place. Solskjaer came on for the last 20 minutes of 
Wedinesclay's game against Chelsea and now the 
Norwegian is hoping that manager Alex Ferguson will 
give him bis first start of the season. Giggs was another 
late substitute on Wednesday. Ferguson bad wanted to 
play him from the start but the Welshman was feeling his 
hamstring sUgbtly’so be was not risked. 


Liverpool 
slam 
McAteer 
move talk 


LONDON (AFF) — 
Liverpool manager Roy 
Evans insisted on Friday 
that Irish defender Jason 
McAteer was not for sale. 

The Liverpool star has 
been linked all season with 
a move away from Anfield 
following the loss of his 
first team place to Rob 
Jones. 

Evans bad previously hit 
out at speculation when 
McAteer was linked with 
moves to Newcastle, 
Blackburn and Spurs. 

Now he has again angrily 
denied that the full back is 
on his way out. 

“I am sick of saying it ~ 
McAteer is not for sale and 
is not going anywhere," 
Evans said. 

“I have not had contact 
with any club, and that 
includes Spurs, and I’m not 
inviting any contact. 

"This k^s coming up 
and I'm fed up with repeat- 
ing myself. I have not even 
said foot be can go when 
we get a replacemeot 
which people seem to rtiink 
I have said. That is not true. 

"For the past couple of 
years Jason has barely 
missed a game for us. He is 
a key member of the squad, 
and I won't be selling him. 

"You need big squads in 
the Premiership if you want 
to maintain a challenge for 
honours, and that is what 
we have got.” 

McAteer and Paul Ince 
were back in the reckoning 
for Liverpool's trip to West 
Ham on Saturday. 

Both missed the midweek 
3-0 victory over Aston 
Villa through injury. 
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To P, or not to P? The question for Beijing-Paris rallyists 


NEW DELHI (AFP) -L ‘To P, Or Not to 
P?” tiiat was the question Friday morning 
as vintage cars rolled out of New Delhi 
continuing on theif 16,000-kilometre 
(9.920-milc) journey between Beijing and 
Paris. 

Drivers in the rally, being held for the 
first time for 90 years, were confident of 
reaching P, or Paris ... all apart from Adam 
‘Tubby’’ Hartley, whose 1920s Bentley 
tourer sported the question on its doors. 

More than 80 drivers from 22 countries in 
classic and vintage cars boasting 
such as Allard. Bentley. Citroen, Deuvet, 
Ford, Mercedes Benz. Morris, MG, 
Volkswagen and Rolls Royce expect to 
reach Paris on October 18. 

The 45-day journey across half the world 


will take them across 11 countries. Most 
drivers said the worst was over. 

Austrian Kurt DichtI said his 1930 Rolls 
Royce had behaved "like a dream” over 
inhospitable terrain, including a particular- 
ly difficult stretch between Tibet and the 
Nepalese border. 

"It was a road you could just about ride a 
horse on. There was water, stones, pigs, 
camel-carts, sheq? and people. We took 
four and a half hours to do about 17 kilo- 
metres (10 miles).” 

DichtI said his car had been so reliable he 
had been embarrassed. 

"Every day people ask me 'did you have 
a problem?’ The only problem up till now 
has been shining the windows every day." 

Commander K.C. lessen from Denmark 


said it would be smooth sailing for him and 
his 1924 Bentley tourer from New Delhi 
onwards. 

‘This has been as smooth as Mount 
Everest is high,” he said. 

'Taris? Paris is nearer every minute. 
Things are getting bener and better.” 

Jessen is taking no chances. For luck, he 
is wearing a pair of goggles from World 
War n ("the pilot was a friend. He fiew a 
Spitfire and his plane was untouebed") and 
carrying a “luc)^’ cricket in a little wicker 
box. 

Briton John Stutcard says his custom- 
built, shocking pink 1934 RoUs was 
"embanassingly good at 63. 

“She's a darling. I hope I will be as good 
at that age,” be said. 
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Bruce Willis..in 

THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Robin Williams & 
Gene Hackman ...in 


THE BIRDCAGE COMPANY 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


TEC677420 

^ CONCORD ^ 

coacoao -i- 

Jack Nicholson, Glenn Close, 
Danny Devito 
& Pierce Brosnan...in 
MARS ATTACKS 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:30) 

COBCOI.O *a** 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

> Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only j 


Of the unconventional colour (pink with 
silver flecks), be said: "I am supported by 
the Financial Times, so the pii^. The silver 
is to make her sparkle. And she has 
sparkled all the way.” 

Burt Richmond from Colorado said 
"everything that could go wrong went 
wrong" with his 1953 Citroen CV2 but 
added that the car's reputation as a work- 
horse was justified. 

*Tt’s very spartan and primitive but 
solid... you can repair it with wire and 
stri^, literally." 

Richmond said the trip bad been an edu- 
cation. 

“I broke my left suspension in rural 
China. I asked a farmer to call a man who 
can make fire for metal. I now know the 


a?«MA TEL:079?»30 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


CINEMA 


Chinese word for welding — it is hanji." 

Asked to specify medifications. he said; 
"I only took out the air-conditioning. Just 
kidding .. this car ain't got no air condi- 
tioning." 

Dutchman Johannes van der Laan, the 
first to enter Delhi, in a 1958 Citroen CTL 
showed off a secret which he said would 
surely take him to Paris — a medallion of 
Saint Christopher, the patron of — adven- 
turers. 

Richmond said his secret lay elsewhere 
^ a “religious experience” every night 

“Eveiy night I sit down and say plMse 
car, don’t fall apart. It works like magic." 

TEL 079 35430 X I - ■ 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 


FArF OFF ^ FRIEND’S 
FACE OFF WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


TEL: 6 25155^ ^ 

Watch out for the newpfcO'- . 

THE GOVERNMEPff 
IN THE SERVICE:.: 
OF PEOPLE i 

Starring Hisham Yaner^;. 
andAmal DabNiS:i..^'l 
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^ Montreal Expos* pitcher Pedro Martinez delivers a pitch to the Florida Marlins dur- 
ing action at Olympic Stadium In Montreal, September 25. Mar tin*^ stuck out Mar- 
lins* Rort Abbott in the fourth inning for his 300th strike out of the year. Mardnez, a 
leading candidate for the NL C Y Young, came into tonights game with a 17-8 record, 
and leading the nuyors with an 1.92 ERA (Reuters photo) 

Astros clinch first division title in 1 1 years 


WASHINGTON (AfP) — 
Mike Hampton was noi as 
flawless as Mika Scon, but 
he pitched the Houston 
Astros (0 their first division 
diie in 1 1 years Thursday 
as they captured the 
National League Central 
crown. 

Hampton tossed his sev- 
enth complete gome — all 
since July I ~ — as the 
Astros wrapped up the divi- 
sion championship with a 
9-1 rout of the Chicago 


Cubs. The clincher came 
II years to the day after 
Scon pitched a oo*biner 
against the San Francisco 
Giants to secure the 1986 
NL West flag. 

Shortstop Ricky Gutier- 
rez ranged to his right to 
snare Sammy Sosa's 
grounder and just nipped 
him at first base for the 
game's final out, setting off 
a celebration as Jeff Bag- 
well embraced longtime 
teammate Craig Biggio. 




MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


National League 


Atlanta 

Montreal 

Houston 

Cincinnati 


Philadelphia 
Florida 
Chicago Cubs 
Sl Louis 


Los Angeles 9 Colorado 


Americaun League 


Boston 
Kansas City 
NY Yankees 
Toronto 
While Sox 
Texas 
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2 
5 

4 
10 
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Detroit 
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Geveland 

Baltimore 
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.Anaheim 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHKIRSCH 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 • Both vu!a«r^>le, 3$ South 
TOubda- 

AA10S7632 VA ^968 *AE 

hjAtinp has pmfwidgd. 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
10 PaM la P«M 

So Pau ? 

What do you bid no»? 

A • Aa atrinrard hand. You miAht 
HR be to stake nore tha.n four 
spedes when you are eaid far sei'ea 
mwnoBde^ Cwtairfy, no spade i 
juqp Pill cone close to eci>ressiag 
Ac value of your hand. We suggcsi 
yw temporize uith three clubs! 

Tint ic ibreuic. and partaer'e rebid 
will help clear U» ^kcoiic. 

Q>2 * Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*3St ::84S -UlEJ-l aEQ3 

Hie Ud^mt has proceeded: 

nobtb east south west 
J o !• ? 

what do you bid now? 

A • iQthemodariietyle.ajunp 
raise of partner's suit in this 
o^eace would be preemptive To 
Bow your screngdi, start msh a 
Bediid of twa e^es and see how 
theauctioa desdops. 

9.8 ' Neither vulnerable, as 

South you hold' 

^Q987S TQtQpd CKJ *10 
vOur ngfat-hand opponent opens 
w faUdiDg with one no trump. 

Wbai action do yea take? 

A - If ytni have a l»d that shows a 
^lor tiraftuiier, rorget about it for 
^moment — tben's too great a 

between the auiu. Bid two 

•Podei. 

Qi4 • EuKr\^’cttvulBenble.a9 


* 10 ' 


South you bold in first seac 
*10984 C»AKQ 462 05 

Wha t actio n 4 p you 

X~- ‘nushand is uw good lor a 

non-vulncnible weak two hearts. 

In addition, the Tour-card holding in 
the other major makes such aetioo 
unpalatable. However, the hand 
has enough playing strength to be 
opeo^ and one heart is the obvi- 
ous choice. 

Q, 5 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: .• 

*Q,I3 7QB3 XAE1096 *Q 10 

'Hie bidding has proceeded 

SOUTH WE9T NORTH EAST 
10 Pass 1* Paaa 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A - The decision between one no 
trump and twoepato is very dose. 
Despite the b.ilanced nature of the 
hand tsci that we do not have a 
real club stopper swings the pwdu- 
tun to Dvo spades, but we won't 
£hooi you for ehoosiPg one no 
tramp. 

Q. 8 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*A 8 TK 7 :ASQJ2 *AS72 
What IS }‘our opening bid? 

A • The hand is a little weak for a 
demand opening bid of two dia- 
sioads. Olid certainly wrong for on 
x’Tifidal twcrclub opening — part- 
ner's rw»diamond response Tnego- 
Qve or waidngi could place the con- 
tract >n the wro^ hand should you 
eeiile in that suiu Our choice would 
be as opening bid of two no Dump 

there would be no diseussion if 

we took away a low dub and added 
a low spade. 


“Santa Claus came for me 
today.*" Biggio said. ‘This 
is a tnemeodous feeling. 
We’re going to go and have 
some fun loni^L*’ 

’it is everything I thought 
it would be." Bagwell 
added. “We’ve been bat- 
tling with an up-and-down 
season, but we finally got 
what we've all started out 
for. We'U be ready for the 
challenge." 

Houston finally eliminat- 
ed ±e pesky Pittsburgh 
Pirates to earn an Division 
Series matchup with the 
NL East champion Atlanta. 

The Astros’ victory left 
only one unclaimed post- 
season berth. 

The Los Angeles 
Dodgers tightened things 
up in ±e NL West Thurs- 
day by routing former 
teammate Pedro Astacio 
and the Colorado Rockies 
9-5. 

Todd Zeile homered 
twice, Darren Lewis had a 
three-run shot and Eric 
Karros added a two-run 
blast for the Dodgers, who 
moved within two games of 
first-place San Francisco 
and kept the Giants’ magic 
number for clinching the 
division at two. 

Los Angeles concludes 
the season with three more 
games in Colorado, while 
the Giants host a three- 
game series with San 
Diego. 

The Dodgers, who had 
lost six of their previous 
seven games, were boosted 
by the presence of Mike 
Piazza. The All-Star catch- 
er bruised his left wrist in 
Wednesday's loss to San 
Diego but went 3-for-S 
with an RBI. 

Piazza broke the single- 
season major-league record 
for hits by a catcher, boost- 
ing bis total to 195 to break 
the marie shared by Joe 
Tone and Ted Simmons. 

If the Giants and Los 
Angeles finish tied, they 
would meet in a one-game 
playoff on Monday in San 
Francisco. 

The American League 
postseason matchups are 
set wi± the Eastern Divi- 
sion champion Baltimore 
Orioles bat tling the Seattle 
Mariners, who won the 
Western Division. The 
other series pics the wild- 
card New York Yankees, 
the reigning World Series 
champions, against the AL 
Ceno^ champion Cleve- 
land Indiana 


Korda 
joins 
Rafter 
in semis 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
Patrick Rafter continued on 
his phenomenal earning 
pace Thursday with a win 
that took him into &e semi- 
finals of the S6 million 
Grand Slam (Tup. 

Rafter, soil living a lech- 
nicolour dream after win- 
ning the U.S. 0|«n title 
earlier this month, downed 
seventh-seed Maicelo Rios 
of Chile 6-1, 7-6 (7/0) at 
the Olympi^aUe at the 
Interaational Tennis Feder- 
ation event which pays emt 
generously to its 16 elite 
invitees. 

The Australian was 
joined in the firial four ty 
Petr Korda of the C^ch 
Republic. 

Itorda, who took the tide 
four years ago, levelled his 
career series with Wimble- 
don finalist Cedric F^oline 
of Ranee throu^ a 7-5, 6- 
3 victory in their quaiter- 
final. 

The semifinal liz^ups 
were to be finalised late 
Friday. 

BritishNo.l Greg Rused- 
ski will be biding stnmgly 
for a place when he plays 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, while 
world No.l Pete Sampras 
faces Swede Jonas Bj<^- 
man, the man who put C43t 
title holder Boris Becker in 
the opening round. 

Rafter's paydays seem to 
know no limits as his win- 
ning streak continues. 

Tte s milin g 24-year-o!d 
Australian, now rani^ 
No.3 in the world, dain^d 
$650,000 for caking 
U.S. title in New Yo^ just 
over a fortnight a^. 

He has now piled os a 
$250,000 bonus here (as a 
Grand Slam champion) and 
is also guaranteed a mini- 
mum of $425,000 as a 
semi-finalist 
The figures for less than a 
month's wori: total $13 
million. 

‘T don’t know whau I’m 
going to do widi it I don’t 
have a place to spend it on. 

I don’t need a car," said 
Rafter, who is one ^ nine 
children. “1 guess my ifomi- 
ly will want it. I’d better 
give it to them," 

^tb his Bermuda Island 
base, the Aussie said chat 
buying a Ferrari or two like 
fiiend and doubles partner 
Mark Philippoussis is out 
of the question. 

“The cars rust after fwir 
years due to the salt water 
and the speed liniic is 35 
kph. I have a moped chat I 
rent when 1 go there. I have 
a ball on. that, more ftin 
than what I would in a real- 
ly nice car." 

Rafter joked: “When I go 
to Australia. Til have to 
drive Mark’s cars." 

The Australian’s main 
wony now is to keep him- 
self motivated. He is reluc- 
tant to admit it — but 
world No.l may not be all 
that far away. 

“I don’t have any more 
goals at the moment It’s so 
amazing what has hap- 
pened. I'm going to have to 
find a goal, I need scmie- 
thing to strive fcv. I feel 
that everything I’ve ever 
dreamed of as a kid has 
come true right now." he 
said. 

“For me to be No.l at this 
stage in unrealistic.” 

Rafter will play in 
Europe for the next two 
months in hopes of qualify- 
ing for the eight-man ATP 
Tour Champlosbips in 
Hannover, Germany, in 
November. 
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World Cup qualifiers 

South Korea prepared 
for Japanese secret weapon 


11 


TOKYO (AFP) — South Korea said Friday they were 
ready for anything the Japanese could throw at them in their 
crucial World Cup qualifier here, including the home side’s 
secret weapon, BiazUian-b(xn Wagner. 

South Korean coach Cha Bum-Kun said his team had 
closely smdied Wagner, who was naturalised last week, 
through video relays and other data. “We have analysed 
techniques of Japanese players,’' he said. 

The Brazilian has been selected to take free-ldcks and 
comes to the side with a fearsome rqiutatiou as dead-ball 
kicker with either foot, although the Hiratsuka Belln^ 
forward has shown his skill only once in the J-League — 
when be scored from a 25-metre ftee-ldck in April. 

‘*Tbe match will be decided by the condition and mental 
power of our players. They are in good condition,’’ Cha told 
a news conference after a closed woikout at a gymnasium 
in Urayasu outside Tokyo. 

Choi Yongsoo, who has scored four goals to help South 
Korea lead Asia's (jroup B with two straight wins, 
shrugged off fears the Japaxiese might gang up on him. 

'I'm confident I will definitely score a goal," said the 24- 


year-old Sangmoo forward. 

Jajum, along with the United Arab Emirates, trail South 
Korea as they chase their first-ever World Cup berth in 
France next year. 

South Korea have been to five straight Worid Cups while 
Japan need to reach France ‘98 to avoid being the first 
nation to host the premier football event without having 
ever been to one. 

The Internationa] Football Federation (FIFA) last year 
made South Korea and J^>an the co-hosts of the 2002 
World Cup finals after their rival bids threatened to strain 
international relations. 

Wagner was idle on Friday as Japan worked out in Iwata, 
some 200 kUometres southwest of Tokyo. He needed to 
travel to Tbkyo to ^ply for a passport fix>m his adopted 
country. 

Japanese ru ptain Masami Ihara said: “Our condition will 
be 100 per cent perfect on Sunday." 

“We are all keyed up as it will be a home game and our 
opponents are ^uth Korea," he said. “We definitely 
win.” 


Inter ready to strike 

PARIS (AFP) — Inter Milan are ready to extend their 
advantage at the top of the Serie A on Satur^y when they 
will be hoping to take what should be three easy points 
from newly-promoted Lecce. 

Both sid^ have made a highly-consistent stan to the 
league season — wi± Inter winning all tiuee matches and 
Lecce losing aU three. 

Inter will also be at full strength after their coach Gigi 
Simoni rested Ronaldo and several other key players for 
their midweek Italian Cup tie against second division Fog- 
gia. 

The second-string side played badly and squeaked home 
3-2 with two goals in the last 10 minutes. But it still meant 
tiiat Inter have won all six competitive matches they have 
played this seasoiL 

Champions Juventus have yet to concede a goal this sea- 
son. but their defence is bou^ to be tested by a Sampdoria 
side still patiently waiting for Jurgen KUnsmann to the 
target 

Both clubs have seven points, and neither side is expect- 
ing an easy time in Genoa on Saturday. 

Juventus have scored 13 goals in their last three matches 
(Champions League. Serie A and Italian Cup), but Samp- 
doria’s confidence has risen after overturning an Italian 
Cup deficit in midweek. 

Sampdoria lost the away leg to Graeme Souness’ TOrino 
three weeks ago and were 1-0 down in Genoa before 
reserve striker Sah^ TovaJieri, hoping to win a first-team 
place, scored a hat-trick on Wednesday nigbL 
In Spain, Valencia hope to include Brazilian striker 
Romano for their top-of-tbe-bill clash at home to Real 
Madrid on Saturday as they look to get off the marie after 
dieir opening three defeats. 

Only two goals scored and seven conceded does not 
make for impressive reading. However new coach Claudio 
Ranieri, who took over foUowing the sacking of Jorge W- 
dano, DOW has Romano almost back to full fitness after a 
month recovering from a left hamstring pull. 

The match is a major test for Valencia who will be trying 
to pull themselves back into form foUowing the sacking of 
Valdano. 

Madrid coach Jupp Heynckes wiU be hoping his Brazil- 
ian pairing of Robmo Carlos and Ze Roberto can neu- 
traliK Romano and the skilful Argentinian Ariel Ortega. 

Unbeaten leaders Barcelona travel to Sporting Gijon still 
feeling the friction between. Bulgarian striker Hristo Sto- 
ichkov and coach Louis Van Gaal — Stoichkov has been 
complaining about Van Gaal’s coaching style. And Barca 
are still wi^oui the services of playmaters Guardiola and 
Giovanni. 

A fiilly-fit Atletico Madrid host Celta Vigo, who are in a 
surprise second spot behind Barcelona. \^go wiU provide a 
test for Brazilian Juninbo and his Atletico teammates 
before their tough UEFA Cup trip to English club Leices- 
ter. 

Auxerre visit Rencb league leaders Metz at the weekend 
and wiU attempt to end a run of their poor fonn. 

The 1995/96 league and cup double 'winners, coached by 
Guy Roux — who has been at the club 36 years — have 
lost five times in eight matches leaving tiiem in mid-table 
obscurity. 

Admittedly the club has seen an exodus of their top play- 
ers. including Taribo West to Inter Milan, Algerian Moussa 
Saib to Valencia and Lilian Laslandes to Bordeaux — a 
trend Roux has become used to over the years. 

Second-placed Paris Saint Germain must do without sus- 
pended central defender Alain Roche and opponents Mont- 
pellier leave out Patrick Sauzee, who has an Achilles ten- 
don problem, 

CHiampioos Monaco are aiming to move into the top five 
foUowing their match at home to Strasbourg. 

Bundesliga leaders Kaiserslamera, who Saaibrucken 
in the second round of the German Cup in midweek, are at 
home to I2tb-placed Werder Bremen. 

Bayein Munich, in second spot, meet UEFA Cup cham- 
pions Schalke 04, who lost to amateur side ^tracht Trier 
in the Cup on Tuesday. 

East German side Hansa Rostock, who finished low 
down last season but are now in third place, travel to a Lev- 
erkusen side in trouble following four defeats in their seven 
matches so far. 

European Cup champions Dortmund, currently in sev- 
enth place, have a chance to move up table with their 
Satui^y fixture against TSV Munich 1860. 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY CO., 

Extension Announcement 
Tender No. 3/97 
Fuel Oil and Naphtha 
Additional Storage Tanks 
Project 

Jordan Petroleuiri Refinery Co. announces the extension of the A.M. tender 
until 26.1 0. 1 997 instead ot 28.9.1 997 to read as Ibliows:- 
* Offers must be submitted at the company's Head Office not later than 
(12:00) Hrs of Sunday 26-10.1997. 

Chairman 



Richard Noble, (rear I^), joins other Thrust SSC 
crew members as they congratulate Andy Green on 
his land speed record on Nevada’s Black Rock 
Desert The British SuperSonic Car, owned by 
Noble, holder of the previons record, shattered the 
world land speed record, racing across the desert 
at 1,142 kph. Green broke the 14-yttr^)]d land 
speed recoil by an astonishing 130 kph, one of the 
largest leaps in the almost 100-year history of 
w(^d land speed record attempts (Reuters photo) 


Astonishing Bucs try 
to match best start 


TAMPA (AFP) — Surpris- 
ing Tkmpa Bay. off to a 4-0 
start aftv 14 losing seasons 
in a row, will attempt to 
match the best start in their 
National FooihaU League 
history here on Sunday 
against Arizona. 

The Buccaneers, led by 
top-rated quarterback Treat 
Differ, went 5-0 in 1979, 
when they reached the 
American football playoff 
semi-finals before losing to 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

“We were optimistic com- 
ing into this season, but to be 
4-0 at this point is not some- 
thing we expected would 
happen," owner Biyan Glaz- 
ersaidL 

Tampa Bay are one week 
away from an away show- 
down with reigning Super 
Bowl champion and NFC 
Central DivisioD Green Bay. 
But they must first dispose 
of a 1-2 Arizona club that 
beat Dallas before having 
last week off. 


Differ has completed 59 of 
94 passes for 720 yards and 
eight touchdowns, surpass- 
ing even two-time NFL 
Most ^^uable Player Brett 
Favre through die first quar- 
ter of the season. 

One year ago. Differ was 
among the worst passers in 
the league and the Bucca- 
ne^ were also-rans wear- 
ing orange uniforms that had 
the butt of jokes around 
the league for decades. 

Now the club has a new 
attitude to match its new 
uniforms, which are red, 
black and silver. Helmets 
feature a skull and crossed 
swords on a flag rather than 
the former design, a plumed 
pirate with a knife in his 
teeth. 

Two other NFL unbeatens, 
Denver and Jacksonville, put 
their status on the line Sun- 
day in away games. The 
Broncos travel to winless 
Atlanta wlule Jacksonville 
visit Washington (2-1). 


FOR RENT 

Brand new deluxe apartment. Spacious 3 
bedrooms, 3 toilets, 2 balconies, garage, lift, with 
spectacular view. Located at Al Rabiyeh. 

For more information, please call 841422 

between 6-8 p.m, daily. 


FOR RENT 


Rrst floor unfurnished flat. Shmeisanl. 200m from Abe\a 
Supermarkets. 210 sq.ra, centrally heated and consists 
of 3 bedrooms with wall cabinets, 2 living rooms, dining 
room, 2 bathrooms and a large ki^en. 

For more information, please ring up 
Mr. Saiem Ayub. Tel. 602564 


Furnished Apartment 
for Rent in Um Othsunah 

Availabe for rent is a 2.10 m apartment 
with modern furniture with all new electrical 
appliances, prime location only two blocks 
from Amra Hotel .The apartment consists of 3 
bedrooms (one master) 3 bathrooms, separate 
boiler & Solar water heating system. 

- Dining room & one living room. 

- Additional sitting room. 

- Separate garage & a tenace overlooking beautiful scenaiyl 

- Tdqihone available. 

If interested ptease cdll 5514610 or 07930794 
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Cook rules out using public 


cash to save nurses in Saudi 


LONDON f AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary . Robin 
Cook has ruled out usii^ 
public money to save two 
British nurses from a death 
sentence and flogging in 
Saudi Arabia for the alleged 
murder of an Australian col- 
league. 

Lawyers for the family of 
murdered nurse Yvonne 
Gilford are reported to be 
negotiating a “blood 
money" deal in which ($1.2 
million) would be paid to 
them and to charity in 
ejicbange for waiving their 
right to demand the death 
sentence if imposed on 
Deborah Parry, 41. 

Parry, of Alton, southern 
England, is still waiting to 
hear if she has been convidt- 
ed of Gilford's death at a 
Riyadh military hospital in 
December. She fsures 
beheading if the victim’s 
family demand it. 

Fellow nurse Lucille 


McLauchlan, 31, &om 
Dundee, was convicted this 
week of being an accom- 
plice and sentenced to eight 
years in jail and 500 lashes. 

Islamic law allows parents 
of a murder victim to 
renounce the death penalty 
in exchange for financial 
compensation. 

In a BBC radio interview 
Mr. Cook said: think we 

must be quite clear that 
there could be no question 
of public money being 
involved if only b^ause it 
would leave it open to fur- 
ther demands which we 
may not wish to meet on 
future occasions." 

But he added: ‘That is not 
to say we have not been 
active in looking for ways in 
which money could be 
found," adding that this 
should not be a problem. 

Cook, who is due to 
meet Saudi Foreign 
Minister Ihioce Saud A1 


Ibrkey blasts 


Faisal in New Yoik Friday, 
said: “That is one of the 
solutions which we have 
been exploring....but there is 
no deal done and it would 
be wrong to assume that one 
is resolved yet." 

Mr. Cook said he would 
make it clear to Prince Saud 
that sentences such as flog- 
ging and beheading were 
unacceptable to the British 
people. Calling for a mea- 
sured response, he said: “I 
don't think it would help 
anybody, particularly the 
two nurses, to get into tiie 
business of making threats. 

Gilford’s brother Frank, 
59, said be had not yet 
reached a decision on 
whether be would waive his 
right to demand the death 
penalty. 

He told the BBC from his 
home in Adelaide. 
Australia: “That is in limbo 
at the moment because it is 
under discussion through 


Greek 


the lawyers and the govern- 
ments. 

But he insisted money was 
not important to him. “We 
are not interested in the 
money side of it, but if it 
goes to a good cause in 
Yvonne’s memory then fair 
enough." 

He refused to put a figure 
on what would be enou^ to 
conqKnsaie him. 

The two British nurses 
have expressed their disgust 
at what they termed 
Gilford’s “mercenary aims." 
In.Ieners published Friday 
in the British press, 
McLauchlan and Parry said 
they opposed paying 
Gilford any money, but said 
they had no choice. 

McLauchlan said: “It is a 
cruel world that ties our 
search for justice to some- 
one else's mercenary aims, 
but there seems to be no 
escaping that cynical equa- 
tion." 

Cypriot 
leaders hold 


minister over 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey Friday denounced 
remaiks by Greek Foreign 
Minister Theodoros 

Pangalos who bad -tailed 
some unnamed Turkish 
officials “thieves, assassins 
and rapists." 

“Those descriptions 
reflect a sick psychological 
state. We strongly condemn 
those remarks going well 
beyond the limits of good 
manners," Turkish Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Omer 
Akbel said in a statement 

After a meeting at the 
United Nations with 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cero on Wednesday. 
Mr. Pangalos spoke to a 
private Greek television 
and qualified some of 
Turkey's military and polit- 
ical leaders “thieves, assas- 
sins, and rapists." 

“We ore not talking with 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Hundreds of extremist 
demonstrators protesting 
against a law cracking 
down on Islamic schools 
clashed with security 
forces in central Turkey 
Friday, injuring several 
policemen, the Anatolian 
news agency said. 

Police arrested scores of 
protesters during the 
unrest, it said. 

Protesters hurled ..stones 
at security forces and 
chanted slogans against 
Turkey's secular regime 
following Friday prayers 
in the Islamist stronghold 
of Konya, 200 kilometres 
south of Ankara. 

Police used force to dis- 
perse the crowd and 
arrested more than 40 pro- 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
German experts have con- 
cluded that an attack on a 
tourist bus in Cairo in which 
10 people were killed was 
probably an isolated case 
and not linked to terrorism. 
Foreign Minister IGaus 
Kinkel said Friday. 

Some analysts have sug- 
gested that Islamic fiinda- 
meotalists masterminded 
the SepL IX attack, in which 
nine German tourists and 
the bus driver were killed 
outside the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo. 

Initially. Egyptian offi- 
cials said it was carried out 
by a “mentally deranged" 
man, named as Saber Abu 
A1 Ula and his brother 
Mahmoud, with no evi- 
dence of ties to Islamic fun- 
damentalist organisations. 

In a later statement, they 
said he was no longer con- 
sidered deranged. 

The Gennan experts con- 
cluded that evidence col- 


them, nor with tiie hawks." 
Mr. I^galos added. 

‘'With Pangalos' remarks, 
the climate of talks 
between Ttirkey and 
Greece, that should be 
based on mutual respect, is 
rendered meaningless," 1^. 
Akbel said. 

*nie Greek people do not 
deserve this disgrace made 
on their Mr. Abel 

said, adding Turkey bad 
conveyed its complaint to 
the United States and 
European Union member 
states. 

At a news briefing in 
Athens Thursday, &eek 
government spokesman 
Dimitris Reppas, asked to 
comment on Mr. Pangalas' 
remarks, sought to dowm- 
play their gravity. 

Mr. Reppas said the 
remarks did not represent a 
new, hardline approach. 


testers. The policemen 
injured by stones were 
treated in hospitals. 

Several other demonstra- 
tions took place in 
Istanbul and seven towns 
or cities throughout the 
country, according to 
AnatoUan. 

The protests came after 
parliament in August 
approved a controversial 
education law, under 
which the secon^uy parts 
of state-run religious 
schools training imams, or 
Islamic leaders, were 
banned. 

The school law is pan of 
a plan, backed by Turicey's 
pro-secular army, to curb 
rising Islamists. 

Turkey's first Islamist 
Prime Minister Necmettin 


lected by Egyptian officials 
was “plausible,'’ Mr. Kinkel 
said on the sidelines of the 
U.N. General Assembly 
here. 

German securiO' officials 
would probably have drawn 
the same conclusions as 
their Egyptian colleagues, 
he adiM saying the two 
key suspects were not 
a(j>arently linked to terror- 
ist groups. 

Egyptian terrorist organi- 
sations have distanced 
themselves from the attack, 
he added. 

Sixteen people have been 
arrested on suspicion of 
Unlu to the attack. 

Since 1992, more than 
1.240 people have died at 
the han<b of Muslim 
extremists in Egypt, accord- 
ing to an Agence France 
Presse estimate. 

German Foreign Ministry, 
police and intelligence 
experts were in Cairo earli- 
er this week for a brief by 


insults 

“Which of you has never 
written that Cyprus was 
stolen or raped," he aslced 
in conclusion. 

Despite their joint mem- 
bership to NATO, arch- 
rivals Turkey and Greece 
are involved in several dis- 
putes regarding the Aegean 
Sea and the Cyprus ques- 
tion. 

The two came to the 
brink of war over the sover- 
eignty of a handful of unin- 
habited islets in the Aegean 
in early 1996, and only 
heavy U.S. diplomatic 
pressure prevented an 
aimed confrontation. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied the east- 
ern Mediterranean island's 
northern third following a 
Greek-Cypriot coup in 
Nicosia aimed at u^ca- 
tioo with Greece. 


Erbakan, who took office 
in the summer of 1996. 
resigned in mid-June after 
strong pressure by the 
powerful army generals. 

He was replaced by con- 
servative Mesut YUraaz. 
who now leads a secular 
three-party coalition gov- 
emmenL 

Mr. Erbakan’s ouster and 
the new school law have 
caused social unrest, with 
Islamist demonstrations 
throughout the country 
mainly on the holy 
Muslim day of Friday. 

Mr. Yilmaz has accused 
Mr. Erbakan’s pro-Islarnic 
Welfare Party of provok- 
ing the protests. 


Egyptian officials. 

Mr. Kinkel said it was still 
not clear why Saber had 
been allowed to leave a psy- 
chiatric hospital where he 
had been detained after 
kilting several tourists in a 
s imilar attack in 1993. 

After talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart Amr 
Musa, Mr. Kinkel said those 
responsible for Saber's 
release had been arrested. 

The Egyptian press has 
quoted Saber as telling 
investigators that he IukI 
bought a certificate attesting 
to his supposed “madness" 
for $7,000 following the 
1993 attack. 

Relatives of Saber, includ- 
ing his wife and sisters, 
were quoted by the Cairo 
press as affiiming that he 
was sane. 

Mr. Musa pFomised that 
German officials would 
have access to investigators’ 
records. 


‘good 

discussion’ 

with 

promise of 
new meeting 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Greek 
and Turldsh Cypriot lead- 
ers on Friday promised to 
carry on their dialogue on 
security issues after talks 
here described by a U.N. 
mediator as positive and 
friendly. 

Cyprus President Glafcos 
Clerides, a Greek Cypriot, 
and Turitish Cy^aiot l^er 
Rauf Denktash met at the 
Nicosia home of U.N. 
Permanent Representative 
to Cyprus Gustave Feissel 
in the buffer 'Zone dividing 
Cypitis. 

llie two leaders made no 
comment after the meeting, 
the first since U.N.-bro- 
Irered talks between the 
sides collapsed in August, 
but Mr. Feissel said he 
would be meeting both 
men separately in a bid to 
broker a second face-to- 
face encounter within the 
next week. 

“It was agreed tiiat 1 
would have separate dis- 
cussions with each of them 
with the objective of trying 
to come up with common 
views on the issue of secu- 
rity and the objective also 
of the two leaders getting 
back together to consider 
these very shortly," Mr. 
Feissel told reporters after 
the talks. 

He described Friday's 
meeting as “a step in the 
right direction." but 
defined to give any details 
about the discussions. 

The talks came the day 
after Turkey called on U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to stop the deploy- 
ment of Ae missiles, 
demanding that the U.N. 
•Security Council “fulfil its 
responsibility to protect 
peace and security." 

The inrer-comraunal talks . 
were teld without precon- 
ditions and without an- 
agenda more specific than 
security matters, the United 
Nations said in a sratement. 

U.S. Ambassador ro 
Cyprus Kenned} Brill said 
on Thursday, “It is impor- 
tant that we get a dialogue 
started that is constructive 
and engaged." 

The two leaders last met i 
in Switzerland in August, 
their second round of U.N.- ; 
sponsored talks to try and 
hammftr out a politick set- 
tlement to the 23-year divi- 
sion of the eastern 
Mediterranean island. 

“We desire a peaceful 
solution of the Cyprus 
problem. The need for bol- 
stering our defences is 
brought on and is imposed 
by Turkey’s expansionist 
and threatening policy," 
Cyprus government 
spokesman Manolis 
Christofides said, referring 
to the Russian $-300 mis- 
sile air-defonce system. 


Islamists clash with Ihrkish police, 
several policemen injured, arrests 


Bonn accepts Cairo’s explanation 
of single-handed tourist bus attack 
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SUSPENSION OF WEEKLIES: A man reads ffie BUad weekly newspaper 
early Friday. The government ordered A1 Bilad and 12 other weekly new^a- 
pers on Thursday to suspend publication for violating finandal obligations 
imposed on them four months ago (See story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


S. Africa’s Winnie wants court 
matter settled ‘once and for all’ 


JOHANNESBURG (R> — A 
lawyer for Winnie MadDdzda- 
Mandela, appearing before 
South Africa's post-apardidd 
Trutii CommissioD answer 
aOegaCions of her involvoneni 
in munkr. said Friday ihis client 
wanted the matter settled once 
and for all ID public. 

Ms. MadikizRla-Mandda. the 
tfivotced wife of President 
Nelson Mandela, appeared 
before an inquiry of the investi- 
gaiioa unit of the conunission 
on )}er ^id bkthday. 

She was subpoenaed last 
nsonih K? appear betoe coov 
mission investigauvs to answer 
allegatioas of ber invoiveiDeot 
in murders, abductioos and tor- 
ture allegedly committed winie 
her ex-husband was servixrg a 
27-year ja2 sentence. 

Ms. Madiidzela-MsDdda's 
hnvyer. Ismail Semet^cfidDot 
ask for the bearing to be pon- 
pcned as expected. 

“My instructicns are that 
nocvritbsiaDding the difficulties 
around this matter, our client's 
inteotioQ is to once and for aJl 
have these maoers buried." be 
sakL 

Truth arid Recoociiiatioa 


Commission (TRC) official 
Dumisa Nisebeza said the 
inquiry was not a fomial hear- 
bg of the comrnissioiL 

“Ms. Madildzela-MaDdela. 
who has been called by the 
comraissioa, is not on trial for 
anything. She is here because 
we believe that m our inibnna- 
tion-gatfaering exercise, she is 
able to assist us... in elucidating 
some or all of the issues that 
have been raised in the subpoe- 
na." Mr. Nisebeza said. 

Mr. Semer^a told tbe six-per- 
son panel Friday that Ms. 
Madikjzela-Mandela had been 
given iosuffideot documenta- 
tkn and was entiUed to further 
infconadon in order to answer 
the questions b) be put to her. 

He said she had only been 
given brief summaries of 45 
staiements made to tbe com- 
missioo which mentiooed her 
and which the coinmissioD 
would want to question her 
about 

are entitled to more than 
summaries. Tbe situation is 
compounded becau% your' 
summaries are bardJy inteUigi- 
UeT Mr. Semenya said. 

* Semenya also aigued that 


there was ample evidence that 
tbe commissioD was not han- 
dling the inqtmy with tbe coofi- 
deotiali^ it was required to do. 

Tbe piobe comes shortly after 
Ms. Madildzela-Mandela was 
direedy accused of murder in a 
book ^ a fbnner aoolyte and in 
the same month that she was 
nominated by the African 
Naiionai Congress women's 
league to become the pair's 
deputy leader. 

If she wins tbe leadership 
election at the ANC congress in 
December, a strong possibUity 
given her popularity m some 
sections of tbe party. Ms. 
MadOdzela-Mandela will 
almost cenainJy become deputy 
president of the country in 
1999. 

Koiiza Cebekbulu. a member 
of her township entourage in [fae 
late 1980s, says be watched her 
stab 14-year-oId Sloiiq}ie Seipei 
to death eight years ago. 

She has denied partiopaiing 
in the murder, for which the 
leader of her entourage was 
convicted, but she was found 
guilty in 1991 oflddnappiagthe 
youth prior to tbe kil^. Tbe 
hearing continues. 


Israeli accused of 
killing Briton blames 
past of executing Arabs 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — A former Israeli 
army officer charged with murdering a 
British tourist with no apparent motive 
last month claims be was traumatised by 
years (rf* smtice in a unit ihar r^ulariy 
executed Arabs, tbe Haareiz newspaper 
reported Tbursdity. 

Reserve Major Daniel Okev told prose- 
CUKX5 this week (hat his spontaneous 
killing of a British hitchhiker and 
attempted murder of tbe tourist's girl- 
fiieod was linked to trauma be suffeied as 
a soldier in the army’s notorious ’’Rimon" 
uoit.Haaretz said. 

4S, was charged with rmirder and 

atte^p^ murder for shooting and killing 
Jeffiey “Kto" Hwrter, 32. and wounding 
Charlotte 6ibb, 20. afbsr he picked tbe 
couple up hitchltikiog near (te R^-'Sea 
resort of EOru. . 

Haaretz. quoted Okev as teQing w 
Israeli court hearing this week of bow be 
wasie^t^mto theRimoDunitin 1970 
and had participated in executing Arabs 
sn^Mfted of tenorist activity. 

. ‘i don't know how many pc^c we 
shot, but there was action ev^ night," 
Okev'was quoted as saying, adding that 
he and fellow unit meai)eis were taught 
to Idll.by a jxoTessioaal Americad sh^ 
shiCioceL He also described frequent visits 
to ^ unit by Ariel Sharon, an army 
cnmfmnder and currently oaooaal infra- 
structure minister in the goveromeDt of 
Frinie Minister Benyamia Netanyahu- 
When as^ if he felt regret over his army 
activities, Okev rejdied&at as an 18-ycar- 

old being “coi^limemed. wined and 
dined by generals." 


B^ak apologises for Israel’s 
treatment of Sephardic Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP)— In 
an apparent bid to win 
votes from Israel's 
Sephardic community, 
opposition leader Ehiid 
Barak apologised 
Thursday for Isr^’s 
unjust treatment of Jew’s 
who immigrated from 
the Arab World in the 
early years of Israel 

Mr. Barak's apology 
came three days before 
his Labour Party bolds a 
convention in the pre- 
dominantly Sephardic 
town of Netivoi in 
Israel's southern Negev 
Desert In it, he 
acknowledged die leni- 
;ble conditions tbe 
-Sepfaaidi — Jews of 
Middle Eastern descent 
— were subjected to 
upon their arrival in 
Israel the 1950s. 

“For the suffering and 
pain caused during this 
great historical pe^ I 
apologise in my name 
and in the name of the 
Labour Party and its 
PRtiecessors." Mr. 
Barak said. 

‘This ^xxip played a 
special pioneering role 
in the building of the 
country that l£s never 
been recognised.” 

The Mapai Party, 
from which the Labour 


Party was later formed, 
governed Israel in its 
fixmative years. 

The majority of 
Mapai members were 
Ashkenazi Jews from 
Europe, long resented 
by the Sejidia^c for a 
paoem of discrimina- 
tion that b^an with 
resetdement in crowded 
tent camps and forced 
deiousing witii DOT. As 
a result, Sephardic Jews 
have tended to support 
the right-wing parties 
such as the Likud. 

Albert Alfasi, deputy 
mayor of the Sephardic 
town of Dimona, 
praised Mr. Barak for 
making a public apolo- 
gy. but said the real test 
of his sincerity would 
come in action, not 
words. 

'‘It could be that one 
day we will solve our 
security problems and 
. m^e peace.” Mr. Aifasi 
said. "And then, if tbe 
problems are not treated 
in time, tiiere could be a 
social war that could be 
even worse than a war 
with tbe Arab states." 

Jews of European 
descent stiU hold the 
piajoniy of top-level 
jobs in Israel's business, 
academia and politics. 



FBI documents 
on Lennon reveal 
more on ^ency 


‘Giftfiom 
heaven’ brings 
Egyptian street 
sweeper bad luck 


CAIRO (AFF) — An 
Egyptian street sweeper whu 
found 10 Idlograinmes of 
gold thought God had 
rewarded hnn for years ol 
misery but instead it broughi 
him more troubles, a govern- 
ment newspaper said Friday. 
Ramadan Metwali could not 
believe his eyes when he saw 
the 10 one-kilogramme 
ingots on ibe as^ialt which 
b^ faUen from a motor^- 
cle. unnoticed by tbe driver 
who was travelling at high 
speed, A1 Akbl^ said. 
Metwali 50, thought be bad 
received a ^ from heaven 
for his years of sufiering and 
decided to keep it. the paper 
said. A shon .time iaier. bis 
24-year-oId son Hassan was 
arrested for trying to sell tbe 
gold to a jewellv at a dis- 
count 


Bill Gates gives $20m 
to Cambridge 


CAMBRIDGE (AFF) — 
Microsoft chief Bill Gates 
has given $20 milljon m 
Britain's piestigiou.s 

Cambridge University, the 
laxg^ single gift it Im ever 
received, tbe unzveisity said 
Thursday. The donation, 
from Cates's personal tlx - 
ume estimated to be worth 
many billions of doUais, m>I 1 
pay for a new buildiiig for iIk 
university's computer M.*i- 
ence laboiafoiy. said Mik 
Smithson, the university^ 
development director. 


‘Great expectatioas' 
for Great Expectations 
remake 


LOS ANGLES (AFPi — 
“It would be ridiculous i«> tty 
to remake a great 
says Edian Hawke, whi' tus 
gi^ expectations fiv the 
“Great Expectations" film 1^^ 
is making with Brad " 
ex-girlftiend G^^^neth 
Paltrow. “We have uplaicd 
die film and brought it intu 
modem times and tfaerv '- l>i' 
tie to do with the book I'rilK 
previous film except ilw 
stoiy, and that is a Jove 
that is timeless." i"' 

also e.xcited. 



Sid 


?* 


LOS ANGELES (AFP)'... 
Eighty pages of Vietnam 
war-era documents tteenb- 
ing FBI surveillaDce of 
Beetles star John Lenoon 
have been leleas^ 16 yeais 
after California histc^ Joe 
Wiener first requested tiem 
for a book on tbe legeoday 
musician. Tbe oiigiDai 
request was ^‘ected on 
grounds of "oational securi- 
ty." Two years laiei; tfx: 

American C!ivil Libenks 
Union (ACLU) took 
Wiener's side in the ^sputc. 
and the battle eventualK 
ended up at die siqxenK' 
court ^^^ene^, who said Ik- 
was “always a Lennon fiin." 
said that tbe docun3eni>. 
revealed less about LenjKHi 
and more about the FBI dur- 
ing President Richanl 
Nixon's (1969-1974) admin- 
istration and the Viemani 
war. “Tbe Nixon administra- 
tion wanted to s3ence John 
Lennon as a spokesman for 
the anti-war movement." said 
Wiener. “But all be was say- 
ing was ‘Give peacs a 
chance.’" 
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Supennodel 

Caprice Bomretvo'vs 
to milk ber success 


(AFP) 


LONDON 
Supermodel 
Bomxet, the wxjBiaD 
the “worid’s honest 
is determined to cash i» ■ 
her fame to make up for " 
drudgeiy of 
become fonsous. 

Bounet is c^jitafising i 
launching an acting ^ ‘ 
publishing her 1998 
and presenting her 
vision travel 
pay our dues anti 
You don’t go 

cure of 12 castings a 
3 CMegreeheaton*o». 
nodiing," she saidR>^7 
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